
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

What do you want your Advent and Christmas seasons to look like? If you sit back, close your eyes, and imagine the perfect 

holiday season, what would it look like? Hot cocoa by the fire with Christmas carols playing in the background? The noise and 

chaos of people ripping open presents? Candlelight singing of Silent Night? 

 

I’m guessing the hustle and bustle (and expense) of buying lots of presents and running from one event to the next are not on 

the top of that list, and yet, that is where we often end up. We get caught in the consumerism—the Black Friday sales and 

Cyber Monday deals—and fail to make time for what really matters. We may buy “Jesus is the reason for the season” mer-

chandise or post the sentiment on social media, but do we really live like Jesus is the reason for the season? Do we place our 

faith first in this season or does faith take a backseat, only getting the crumbs of our time and attention? 

 

In my second season as a mom, I am more aware of the ways that the true meaning of Christmas get away from us. Even be-

fore the birth of our first, we questioned how to have a tradition of Santa Claus in a way that was appropriate for the birth of 

a baby in a manger who came, not to bring us earthly riches, but to bring us riches that will never break or rust or fade away.  

 

As such, we’ve embraced a model of Santa Claus that more closely aligns to St. Nicholas. The church celebrates the feast day 

of St. Nicholas on December 6. Nicholas was from a wealthy family, but rather than keep his inherited wealth, he gave it all 

away, eventually serving as a bishop, and ending his life in exile, imprisoned for sharing his faith.  

 

In our family, Santa Claus isn’t a magical being that comes down the chimney to bring us gifts. Instead, in the vein of Santa 

Claus’s origin in the life of St. Nicholas, we embrace being Santa Claus for others. Last year we started our tradition of going 

shopping for someone less fortunate than us and then giving those gifts away without any expectation of receiving thanks or 

accolades.  

 

I don’t say any of this to discourage the joyful practice of Santa Claus in your families or to brag about our tradition, though I 

do give you permission (if you need it) to embrace new traditions. However, I hope this season, you’ll think about what you 

truly want the season to feel like and work to make that dream a reality. Do you need to say no to the 1,000th cookie swap so 

you have more time to sit at home with your family? Do you need to move a family gathering so that it is possible for you to 

attend church? Would it be better if you bought less or gave more away? Do you need to find an Advent calendar or devotion 

practice for your family that grounds each day in preparation for Christmas? Would it help to spend time making gifts for ex-

tended family members rather than heading out to the store? 

 

Whatever this holiday season brings for you, I pray you find ways to embrace the simple joys and the true reason for the sea-

son. 

 

Pastor Stephanie 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   November-December, 2025 

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310


 

On November 2nd, we’ll remember those saints 

that have gone ahead of us. Please bring in pic-

tures of your saints, including those who have died 

in the last year and those who have been gone for 

years, between October 26 and November 1.  Al-

so, please let us know the names of your loved 

ones who have died in the last year so that we can 

include them by name in the prayers. If you have 

any questions, please contact Madalyn or Pastor 

Stephanie.  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Men’s breakfast will meet the 2nd Tues-
day  of every month at 9AM at Farmer 
Boy in Wooster.  

• November 10th 

• December 8th 

• January 12th 

 

All men of the church are invited to  join 
for prayer, good food and great fellow-
ship!  
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Women’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd 
Monday of every month at  9 AM.  

• November 17th 

• December 15th 

• January 19th  

  

A sign-up sheet will be available so we 
can prepare a table large enough for 
us.   
 

Please join us for good food and 
GREAT fellowship!  

Attention Committee Chairpersons: 

 

We would like to have the annual     
reports available at the Congregational 
Meeting that’s being held on            
December 7th following worship. 

 

Please have the reports to the church 
office by Monday, November 10th. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 



Bell Ringing   

St Peter will be ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army on Friday, Novem-

ber 28th, from 9 am –9 pm at 
Buehler’s-Downtown Wooster. This 

is an indoor ringing opportunity. 
The sign-up sheet for one shift or 

several and bring your friends, 
spouses, children or others to 
share in giving back!  Thanks!   

Christmas Caroling 

Christmas caroling is in the 
works! 

 This outing warms the hearts 
of the recipients but also the 

singers’ hearts too.  

Please keep an eye out in the 
Weekly Messenger! 
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Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

6:30 PM 
 

 Mark your calendars for the 96th annual 
“Rabbit Supper” which will be held on 

Wednesday, November 19th. Sign up sheets 
for food prep, desserts, and attendance will 

be in the back of the sanctuary!  

 

*Please bring your own table service!*  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Peter’s,  
 

Thank you for your generous support of Panda 
Preschool. Your donations are a wonderful help 
for us throughout the year. We are so grateful 
for your continued support of our students! 
 

Love,  

Tara, Staff & Students of Panda 



Gracious Givers 
 

For the month of November, we will be collecting the following items for  

West Salem Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your willingness to help!  

• Boxed mashed potatoes 

• Canned fruit 

• Canned vegetables 

• Dessert cake w/ frosting 

• Brownies 

• Peanut Butter 

• Jelly 

• Cereal 

• Macaroni & Cheese 

• Spaghetti Sauce & Noodles 

• Canned Meat 

• Paper Products 

• Laundry Soap 

• Dish Soap 

• Toiletries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advent devotional is a treasured tradition at St. Peter. This year we are focusing on peace.  As Jesus 
states in John 14:27, Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  

This Advent, our devotional asks, “Where do you find peace?” Maybe you find peace in certain Christmas 
traditions. Maybe you find peace when you sit down with your coffee as you sit on your pack porch.  Our de-
votional also asks, “Where is your heart?” Maybe your heart is rooted in family, and you have a specific story 
to share about family. Maybe there’s a particular mission or ministry that draws you in. Maybe your peace 
and heart are in helping others in some way. Maybe you see your heart in a particular song, Bible verse, 
Christmas ornament, or gift.  

 

Wherever your peace and your heart are, we want to know!  

A signup sheet is available in the back of the sanctuary. Devotions will be due on November 16th. 
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Youth Shopping Trip 
   

Again this year, we will gather our youth, ages 1st 

grade & up,  and go Christmas shopping.  It is al-

ways such a joy watching the kids be so selfless 

and wanting to spread cheer to others.  Please 

sign up in the back of the sanctuary! 

 

When: November 23rd Following Worship 

Where: Downstairs in the fellowship hall  where 

lunch will be provided! 

 

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things are going great at Panda Preschool and we are enjoying sharing our mornings with 
your precious children.  
In November, we will center our month around Thanksgiving and how God provides for us 
and how thankful we are for that.  
In December, we will be centering our activities around Christmas and Christ’s birth. 
 
December 15th—4/5’s Panda Program in AM  
December 16th—3/4’s Panda Program in AM  
 
Panda will be closed November 4th for voting, November 19th for the Rabbit Supper, and 
November 26th thru December 1st for Thanksgiving Break. We will also be closed Decem-
ber 17th thru January 5th for Christmas vacation.  
 
Make sure to check out  and like our Facebook page!  
May you and your family have a blessed holiday season! 
 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

August 13, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report 
Cal 

 

Present: Jenn Crum, Rita Tegtmeier, Roger Kamp, Madalyn Schmucker, Patty Gortner, Mike Martin, Deb Elser, Julia Morris, Molly Has-

tings 

Absent: Brent Martin, Pastor Stephanie Woods 

Meeting Called to Order 

• Roger Kamp presided as President in Brent Martin’s absence. 

• Devotional was led by Madalyn Schmucker. 

 
Secretary’s Report 

• Correction noted: Old Business – “Fox” corrected to “Fought” for sign design company. 

• Secretary and Treasurer’s reports approved. 

Motion: Madalyn Schmucker 
Second: Patty Gortner 
Motion carried. 

 
Committee Reports 

Education 

$1,161 raised. 
VBS was successful. 
Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, August 20, discussion regarding confirmation gifts. 
Madalyn shared updates about the recent campout, which was well received and included Junior SPYA campfire and swimming. 

Another campout is planned for October. 
 
Evangelism 

Next meeting scheduled for October. 
Pew pads no longer needed; however, ushers must continue counting attendance. 
Discussion about replacing the outdated Visitor/Guest Book with a new one. 

 

Property 

Chairs counted (approx. 108). 
Discussion on purchasing another rack and possible storage at the firehouse. Event trends indicates no more than 120 chairs 

needed at once. 
Elevator shut down pending inspection. 

 

Stewardship 

Consecration Sunday letter being drafted by Deb Elser. She will review with Brent Martin and Roger Kamp before distribution. 
 

Worship & Music 

Music selections are made through October. 
Discussion about “Hymn of the Month.” 
Reviewed livestream process on Facebook—emphasis on carefully following instructions to ensure successful streaming. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

August 13, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report 
Cal 

At-Large 

Nothing to report. 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Stephanie delivered one week early. 
Announcements will be prepared in the office each week; microphones to be used during services. 

 
Social & Outreach/Evangelism 

Ongoing confusion regarding merged committees. Patty Gortner apologized for the missing hot dogs at the outdoor service picnic. 
57 attended the service (down from last year). 
Discussion about need for enhanced communication between merged committees. 

 

Consecration Sunday 

Scheduled for October 19. 
Will be lay-led with a focus on stewardship. 
Deb Elser to coordinate. 

 
Sign Update 

Rita Tegtmeier and Deb Elser met with Faugh Signs, received an estimate under $500. Will also review options with Sign Design 
next week. 

Considering vinyl covering for posts. 
 
New Business 

• Approval of Confirmands (8–9 students): 

Emily West   Harper Keener 
Savannah Lemon  Natalie Koch  
Charlie Gortner  Emily Smith 
Dane Keener  JD Yarwood 
Kate Keener 

Motion: Molly Hastings 
Second: Rita Tegtmeier 
Motion carried. 
Gifts for Confirmands: Engraved leather Bibles. 

Committee Responsibilities 

Reviewed aloud by Rita Tegtmeier. 
All committees to submit annual budgets. 
Each chair to provide roles, expected duties, and planned events. 

 
Other Business / Good of the Church 

Discussion of wall decorations and paint colors—hallway described as “drab.” 
Committees encouraged to meet more regularly. 
Christmas services discussed: possible times 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Panda program to begin the week after the Fair. 
Madalyn Schmucker and Rita Tegtmeier to prepare notice regarding committee responsibilities. 

 
Next Council Meeting: 

September 17, 2025 (TBD—potential touch base after church). 
Meeting Adjourned. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

October 8, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report 
Cal 

Present: Roger Kamp, Molly Hastings, Madalyn Schmucker, Deb Elser, Jen Crum, Rita Tegetmeier, Julia Morris, Mike Martin, Brent 

Martin 

Absent: Pastor Stephanie Woods, Patty Gortner 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Brent Martin at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Devotion 

A devotional was read by Jen Crum. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A correction was noted to the September meeting minutes: 

The total cost of the signage project was $1,433. 
Brent Martin moved to approve the minutes as corrected. 

Motion seconded by Madalyn Schmucker. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Committee Reports 

Youth & Education Committee 

Report presented by Madalyn Schmucker. 

• A children’s Halloween party will be held at Madalyn’s home following Trick-or-Treat; open to all interested children. 

• The Education Committee is planning a mission trip to New York in collaboration with Congress Church for youth entering grade 9 

and above. 

• Confirmation gifts: Girls will receive engraved necklaces; boys will receive engraved pocket knives. 

Graduation gifts: Bibles will be presented to high school graduates. 
 

Evangelism Committee 

Rita Tegetmeier shared that a hot dog roast is scheduled for October 19, 2025. 

Properties Committee 

Report presented by Mike Martin. 

• Elevator inspection invoice totaled $516. 

• Mowing contract: Mowing occurred weekly during September. Discussion was held regarding frequency for future months. 

 Motion: To approve the mowing contract as presented. 

 Moved by: Molly Hastings 

 Seconded by: Deb Elser 

 Motion carried unanimously. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

October 8, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report 
Cal 

• Janitor position: Recommendation to hire Lauren Thompson as janitor, effective Saturday, October 4, 2025. 

 Motion: To approve Lauren Thompson as janitor. 

 Moved by: Mike Martin 

 Seconded by: Madalyn Schmucker 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

• Air Conditioning: Compressor issue due to a bad capacitor has been repaired. 

• Pest Control: Ongoing concern with spiders in the basement. The contract with Alien Pest Control will continue for quarterly 

treatments, with additional treatments provided as needed at no extra charge. 

Clean-Up Day: Council decided to postpone the major clean-up day until spring. A smaller fall clean-up effort may be scheduled. Add 
“Spring Clean-Up” to Old Business for late winter agenda. 
Stewardship Committee 

Report presented by Deb Elser. 

• Stewardship letters have been mailed. 

• Time and Talent forms will be distributed in October. 

Council expressed appreciation for the well-written stewardship letter. 
Worship and Music Committee 

No report. 

Members-at-Large: No Report 

5. Pastor’s Report 

No report due to Pastor Woods’ absence. 

6. Old Business 

• Consecration Sunday: Volunteers are being sought to serve as readers. Time and Talent forms should be completed during the 

service and placed in the offering plate. Discussion to revisit a second distribution following Pastor Woods’ return. 

• Committee Nominations: Committee chairs are asked to submit recommendations for members who will continue to serve and 

potential new members to join committees. 

7. New Business 

• Pew Pads: Discussion held on deteriorating pew pads and the possibility of replacement. 

• Pastor’s Office Updates: Pastor’s input will be sought regarding potential replacement of office carpet and seating. Item to be 

added to Old Business for next meeting. 

• Parsonage Discussion: Consideration of housing needs and parsonage use to be discussed at next meeting. 

• Scholarship Discussion: Rita Tegetmeier inquired about potential high school scholarship candidates. 

• Endowment Fund: Discussion regarding contributions to a mission organization. The contribution needs to be completed and de-

livered to Larry Gortner. Madalyn Schmucker will contact Bobby Neer to begin necessary paperwork. 

8. Adjournment 

Brent Martin moved to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mike Martin. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at: 8:15 p.m.  
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

JUNE, 2024 
2      75    10 AM  / Live Stream: 17 
9      71    10 AM  / Live Stream:  6 
16    57    10 AM  / Live Stream: 14 
23    45    10 AM  / Live Stream: 18 
30    90    10 AM  / Live Stream: 23 
 
JULY, 2025 
7      69    10 AM / Live Stream: 17 
14    63    10 AM  / Live Stream:  18 
21    47    10 AM / Live Stream: 8 
28    58    10 AM  / Live Stream: 15 

 
AUGUST, 2024 
4      75    10 AM  / Live Stream: N/A 
11    94    10 AM  / Live Stream:  16 
18   113   10 AM  / Live Stream: 18 
25    74    10 AM  / Live Stream: 17 
 
SEPTEMBER, 2024 
1      71    10 AM  / Live Stream: 18 
8      40    10 AM  / Live Stream:  16 
15    62    10 AM  / Live Stream: 11 
22    75    10 AM  / Live Stream: 22 
29    91    10 AM  / Live Stream: 13 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JUNE, 2025 
1      53     10 AM / Live Stream: 15 
8      88     10 AM  / Live Stream:  12 
15    81     10 AM / Live Stream: 16 
22    54     10 AM  / Live Stream: 20 

29    84     10 AM  / Live Stream:  N/A 
 
JULY, 2025 
6      56     10 AM / Live Stream: 25 
13    61     10 AM  / Live Stream:  N/A 
20    60     10 AM / Live Stream: 22 
27    52     10 AM  / Live Stream: N/A 

 
AUGUST, 2025 
3      57     10 AM / Live Stream: N/A 
10    77     10 AM  / Live Stream:  N/A 
17    80     10 AM / Live Stream: 12 
24    57     10 AM  / Live Stream: 18 

31    70     10 AM  / Live Stream: 23 

 
SEPTEMBER, 2025 
6      25     10 AM / Live Stream: N/A 
13    53     10 AM  / Live Stream:  N/A 
20    48     10 AM / Live Stream: 9 
27    65     10 AM  / Live Stream: 12 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

 

 

2025/26 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

Jan/Feb, 2026                    Dec 22                        Dec 29 

Mar/April, 2026                 Feb 19                        Feb 23 

May/June, 2026                April 20                      April 23 

July/Aug, 2026              June 25               June 29 

Sept/Oct, 2026                  Aug 20                        Aug 27 

Nov/Dec, 2026                  Oct 18                         Oct 22 

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 8/31/2025 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

August Offerings $16,977 

Year-To-Date Offerings $105,860 

Projected Offerings $98,700 

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $103,979  

Checkbook Balance $32,325 

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Building Fund $107 

Noisy Offering $37 

Scholarship Auction (+donations) $1,345 

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,424 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,536 

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $42,703 

(Transferred Jan-June Deposits ($508)  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $30,136 

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477 

    (Balance as of 12/31/2024)   

FINANCIAL CORNER 9/30/2025 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

September Offerings $9,230 

Year-To-Date Offerings $115,090 

Projected Offerings $109,980  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $118,689 

Checkbook Balance $27,185  

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Building Fund $70 

Scholarship Auction (+donations) $270 

  

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $18,404 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,551  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $41,974 

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $30,398  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2024)   

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is emailed 
to those who have shared an email address with the 
church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.  
Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a 
copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

9451 ASHLAND ROAD 

WOOSTER, OH 44691 
 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED FROM MAILING: 

CALL 330-264-1986; EMAIL: OFFICE@STPETERELCA.ORG  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

YOUTH EVENTS — PAGE 6-7 
PANDA PRESCHOOL — PAGE 7

  

 

 


