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I’ve never been one to seek out extraordinary spiritual experiences, never one to ask for a sign. And
yet, because God is gracious, I’'ve had a few “mountain top” experiences, moments when God felt so
close, so physically present, and so attuned to my needs that | couldn’t help but bask in the glory of
the divine light. Like we will see in a few weeks on Transfiguration Sunday, the mountain top experi-
ence is good, great even, but the disciples can’t stay there.

January often feels like coming down from the mountain. We’ve either had or built up the idea of
magical Christmas moments, we’ve eaten too many sweets, we’ve accumulated more stuff than will
fit in our house and the clutter is making us cranky, and we’ve passed the point when snowy, cold
weather feels festive. The constant gray of winter skies in Ohio doesn’t help. If Christmas is a moun-
tain top, January can easily feel like a very low valley.

As we come down this year from the birth of Emmanuel, we too may feel a little like something is
missing. We’ve gone from joyful Christmas carols and festive decorations to gray skies and slushy
roads. If we felt God in the glow of Christmas, that feeling has often dissipated by now, leaving us a
little lost.

But, the joy of Emmanuel, is that God is with us always. God is with us in the glow of Christmas lights,
and God is with us in the cleanup. God is with us when we’re making Christmas cookies, and God is
with us when we’re cooking ordinary dinners. God is with us in all of it. While we may feel God’s pres-
ence more in the joyful moments, God is with us every day, showering us with new mercies every
morning.

Faith isn’t about living on the mountain top or constantly seeking the next mountain top. Faith is
about valuing God’s presence in the ordinary moments—in regular routines of doctor’s appoint-
ments, meal planning, and laundry. Faith is about attending to God in all the ordinary moments of
our lives.

Christmas is over, but God is Emmanuel, and that means God is still here. With us.

Paston Stephanie

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT: As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving

and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God’s Word and grace.

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ’s love.



https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310

Page 2 The Messenger, January-February, 2026

€

Please check over

your family’s
listing(s) and sub-
IRECTOR Y mitchanges. Sub-

missions due by
February 9.

Would you like to be ADDED to
St. Peter’s church directory?
Submit name(s), address, phone,
email, birthdate, wedding date
to the church office.

Lenten Services

Meal & Service will begin at 6:30 PM in
the Fellowship Hall. Each meal is pro-
vided by a different committee. We will
once again have a book that we will read
to follow along. If you're interested in
purchasing, please contact the church
office.

February 25th
March 4th
March 11th
March 18th
March 25th

@
omen's
Ys(,\éreokfas’r

Women'’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd
Monday of every month at 9 AM.

January 19th
February 16th
March 16th

A sign-up sheet will be available so we
can prepare a table large enough for
us.

Please join us for good food and
GREAT fellowship!

Valentine’s Blebsings

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee is
again organizing Valentine’s Blessings for our
church members who are unable to join us
on Sunday’s. All are welcome to write a card/
note for these loved ones. Please keep an
eye out in the messenger for more details!

Any questions, please contact the
Evangelism and Fellowship Committee.
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DEAR ST. PETER'S,

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE KNIFE WHICH | WILL BE
USING A LOT. | HAVE LOVED THE SUPPORT EVERYONE HAS
GIVEN ME SINCE 'VE COME HERE.

SINCERELY, JD YARWOOD
*

DEAR ST. PETER CHURCH FRIENDS,

THANK YOU FOR THE GOLD PERSONALIZED NECKLACE FOR
MY CONFIRMATION. | AM GLAD THAT I DECIDED TO MAKE
THIS DECISION AND TAKE A STEP FURTHER IN MY RELA-
TIONSHIP WITH GOD. | AM GLAD THAT | NOW HAVE A
KEEPSAKE MEMORY FROM THAT DAY THAT CAN KEEP
REMINDING ME OF MY CONFIRMATION. ALSO, THANKS SO
PASTOR STEPHANIE FOR TEACHING US.

~SAVANNA LEMON

DEAR ST. PETER FamILY,

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE BEAUTIFUL NeCKLACE |
RECEIVED AS A GIFT FOR MY CONFIRMATION. THE NECK-
LACE WILL SERVE AS A CONSTANT REMINDER OF THIS
SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE IN MY FAITH JOURNEY AND THE
SUPPORT OF MY CHURCH COMMUNITY. THANK YOU AGAIN
FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND FOR HELPING TO MAKE MY
CONFIRMATION DAY EVEN MORE SPECIAL.

SINCERELY, NATALIE KOCH

¢

THANKS TO THE CAROLERS FOR COMING TO SUE'S HOUSE
AND SINGING TO BOTH OF US. ALSO, THANKS TOR THE
PLATE OF GOODIES. 'M NOT A SHUT-IN, BUT AN OLDIE.

THANKS AGAIN. ENJOYED THE SINGING AND TOGETHER-
NESS. ~SHIRLEY GILBERT

H

DEAR ST. PETER'S, FAMILY

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE FLOWERS, FOOD, AND
PRAVERS. JOHN WAS A LOYAL CHRISTIAN WHO NEVER
MISSED A DAY OF CHURCH. HE ENJOYED HIS CHURCH
FAMILY AND SHARED MANY MEMORIES. WE WILL MISS
HIMI THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING.

BILL & DEBBIE REDICK, ROBBI & KEVIN REED & KAREN
REDICK

BELOVED CONGREGATION,

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS (AND DELI-
CIOUS!) CHRISTMAS GIFTS. DAVID AND | WILL €NJOY COF-
FEC AND A GREAT MEAL THANKS TO vou!

PEACE, PASTOR STEPHANIE
*
ST PETER'S FAMILY,

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE GIFT CARDS! IT'S TRULY A
BLESSING TO BE A PART OF THIS AMAZING CHURCH FAMI-
LY. THANK vou!

LOVE, MADALYN

DEAR CAROLING GROUP,

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR STOPPING BY TO SING TO ME
AND SHIRLEY. W€ BOTH ENJOYED IT VERY MUCH!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
LOVE, SUE SELVAGE
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1222.25
ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION,

ON BEHALF OF THE RESIDENTS AND STAFF AT OUR FACILITY, | UANT TO EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE FOR THE
GENEROUS GIFTS YOU PROVIDED THIS SEASON. YOUR KINDNESS REACHED PEOPLE WHO OFTEN FEEL UNSEEN, AND THE
JOY YOUR GIFTS BROUGHT WAS BOTH GENUINE AND DEEPLY FELT. THE EXCITEMENT WAS PALPABLE.

MANY OF OUR RESIDENTS FACE CHALLENGES THAT CAN MAKE THE HOLIDAYS ESPECIALLY DIFFICULT. YOUR THOUGHT-
FUL CONTRIBUTIONS REMINDED THEM THAT THEY ARE VALUED, SUPPORTED, AND REMEMBERED BY THEIR COMMU-

NITY. THE SMILES, THE MOMENTS OF SURPRISE, AND THE SENSE OF CONNECTION YOUR GIFTS CREATED WERE TRULY

MEANINGFUL.

LIVING AS THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS IS ABOUT EMBODYING HIS COMPASSION, LOVE, AND WILLINGNESS TO STEP
TOWARD PEOPLE RATHER THAN AWAY FROM THEM. THANK YOU FOR SHARING COMPASSION IN SUCH A TANGIBLE
WAY. YOU HAVE TURNED YOUR FAITH INTO SOMETHING ACTIVE AND VISIBLE. YOUR GENEROSITY REFLECTS A SPIRIT OF
CARE THAT MAKES A REAL DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THOSE WE SERVE.

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION,

Barbara Bull

BARBARA BULL, RN, BSN, DNS-CT
DIRECTOR OF NURSING
JAG HeALTHCARE UJOOSTER—BEHAVIOR HEALTH
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW YORK

JUNE 7™ THRU JUNE 12TH
WE HAVE AN AWESOME OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR 8™ THRU
12™ GRADE YOUTH TO GO TO NEW YORK FOR A MISSIONS

TRIP. THE COST WILL BE $475 WHICH INCLUDES;
TRANSPORTATION, LODGING, AND 4 LUNCHES. OTHER
FOOD AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES ARE NOT INCLUDED. WE
DO HAVE SOME MONEY SET ASIDE FROM OUR ENDOWMENT
FUND TO GO TOWARDS| THIS COST. IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED - PLEASE REACH OUT TO MADALYN ASAP.

We will be kicking off a new High
School Bible Study in January!

January 11th | 6:30-8 PM

E'YOUR BIBLE*

8™ GRADE & UP
WELCOME!

RSVP to Angie
330-347-6899

MISSION TRIP 2026

ROCKET

ARENA
HOCKEY GANE
ADMIT ONE B c: wonsas 5
TICKET NUMBER “ouse” Rocket Arena, Cleveland
Price TBD
123456789 Sunday, March 29, 2026 (© 03:00 PM - 6:00 PM
3 4 17 TICKET NUMBER ui
GATE || seaT || rOW @%’E’X‘rme | . ot Dog, Ghip L':;' g:-c;s Soda

ALL of St. Peter’s Youth & parents are invited to join us for a hockey
game on Sunday, March 29th! We would love for you to join! Please let

Madalyn know ASAP if you’d like to go! Price will be determined by
group size. Thanks!




Page 6 The Messenger, January-February, 2026

Hi Everyone,

January/February will be a busy time at Panda! In January we will learn how God provides
for the animals, discuss snowmen and various other winter activities. February we will be
discussing Groundhog Day, healthy teeth and how to love the Lord with all your heart.

There will be no school on January 19th for Martin Luther King Day and no school on Feb-
ruary 13th and 16th for Teacher Inservice and President’s Day.

Miss Tara
Panda Administrator

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

JOIN US DURING WORSHIP

JANUARY 18, 25 - FEBRUARY 15, 22 - MARCH 15, 22

HEAR GOD SPEAK IN OUR LIVES ~ SPEAK OUT ABOUT OUR FAITH ~ SPEAK LIFE INTO THOSE AROUND US
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

November 12,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President, Brent Martin.

2. Roll Call

Present: All members except Roger Kamp, Julia Morris, and Pastor Stephanie Woods.
3. Devotion

Devotion was read by Mike Marti

4. Approval of Previous Minutes

Secretary’s Report was reviewed. Motion to accept: Madalyn Schmucker Second: Rita Tegtmeier Motion Approved.
5. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

® Treasurer reported funds running low. This year’s need for supply pastors contributing to costs.

No further discussion. Motion to Approve: Molly Hastings Second: Deb Elser Motion approved.
6. Committee Reports

Education

Christmas program scheduled for 12/14; Christmas songs are being practiced.
Evangelism

® Bell ringing and caroling planned.

® Approximately 5-6 members’ homes identified for caroling.

Caroling date: December 7, 2025 following church service.

Properties

® Mowing contract discussed: current contract includes weekly mowing/edging. Recommendation to discontinue weekly mowing in
future contract. Issue to be added to spring agenda.

® Hallway to be painted by year-end; other than painting, no other major projects.

® New church sign scheduled for installation on Friday, November 14.

Mike Martin will remove old sign posts and shrubs alongside church.
Stewardship

Rita presented proposed budget (addressed in New Business).
Worship & Music

No report.
At-Large

No report.
7. Pastor’s Report

(Pastor absent)
® Discussion on the parsonage tabled.

® Christmas Eve: One service planned for 7:00pm.

Questions raised regarding synod guidance on parsonage.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

November 12,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

8. Old Business
® New sign installation confirmed for Friday, November 14, 2025.

® Chair rack estimate: $565.

Recommendation: fire department should take designated chairs before final rack/table decisions.
9. New Business

Endowment Committee
® Meeting held this month.
® Larry Gortner stepping down; Emily Martin joining.

Committee requested approval for distribution of $9,500. Motion: Deb Elser Second: Rita Tegtmeier Motion approved.
Mission Trip

® Planned for June, destination New York City.

Open to students entering 9th grade and above.
Budget

® Synod guidance: 2.7% COLA.

Current deficit reviewed and discussed. Motion to Approve Budget as presented: Patty Gortner Second: Madalyn Schmucker Motion
approved.
2025 Slate

® Eight openings currently. Members sought to fill openings.

Discussion on whether a December meeting will be needed; decision pending consultation with Pastor. Follow up message from Presi-
dent Martin: Pastor and President agreed to not having a December Council meeting. However, a meeting/or email to approve the
SLATE will be required prior to the annual meeting on December 7, 2025.

10. Adjournment

Motion: Mike Martin
Second: Madalyn Schmucker
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Crum, Secretary
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

December 7,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

Council President Brent Martin called the Congregational Meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.

The minutes from the December 8, 2024 Congregational Meeting were read. Tyler Keener
moved to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Dave Tegetmeier and
approved by the congregation.

Proposed 2025 Endowment disbursements totaling $9,500 were presented. The recommended
recipients included: St. Peter Youth Christmas Shopping and Mission Trip; Panda Preschool
Scholarships and Classroom Improvements; Blessings in a Backpack weekend food distribution;
Wayne County Habitat for Humanity; New Pittsburg Cemetery footer repair; ELCA World Hunger;
St. Peter Outreach Christmas Gifts (JAG); New Pittsburg Lions Club Park facilities; Cream of the
Crop 4-H Service Projects; Whit’s End Community Place support; and West Salem Outreach Food
Pantry. Rob Hastings moved to approve the proposed disbursements. Elly Rice seconded the mo-
tion, and it was approved.

The 2025 Slate of Officers and Committee nominations was presented. Roger Kamp moved to
approve the slate, Randy Elser seconded, and the motion was approved.

The proposed 2026 Budget was presented, with brief comments provided by Treasurer Rita
Tegetmeier. Molly Hastings moved to approve the 2026 Budget, Ruth Ann Keener seconded, and
the motion was approved.

There was no new business from the floor. Judy Frank offered comments expressing apprecia-
tion and pride in the congregation’s decisions regarding the disbursement of endowment funds.

Emily Martin moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Dave Tegetmeier, and
the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Crum, Council Secretary
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FINANCIAL CORNER

FINANCIAL CORNER 10/31/2025 NEWSLETTER MAILING: The newsletter is emailed
to those who have shared an email address with the
- church. Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.
Checking Account - For Current Expenses Hard copies are also available at the church.
October Offerings 510,148 If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a
Year-To-Date Offerings $125,237 copy mailed to you, contact the church office.
Projected Offerings $121,260| | Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.
Total Expenses Year-To-Date $132,726 Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu.
Checkbook Balance $23,296
2025/26 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule
Other Offerings Given During This Month Submission and assembly dates
$O Issue Submissions Due Assembly
Mar/April, 2026 Feb 19 Feb 23
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $18,389| | May/June, 2026 April 20 April 23
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,566/| |July/Aug, 2026 June 25 June 29
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $41,996| | Sept/Oct, 2026 Aug 20 Aug 27
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $30,419| | Nov/Dec, 2026 Oct 18 Oct 22
Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477| | Jan/Feb, 2027 Dec 21 Dec 28
(Balance as of 12/31/2024)
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
FINANCIAL CORNER 11/30/2025
SEPTEMBER, 2025 SEPTEMBER, 2024
: _ 6 25 10AM/ Live Stream: N/A 1 71 10 /Live Stream: 18
Checking Account - For Current Expenses 13 53 I0AM /Live Stream: N/A 8 40  10AM /Live Stream: 1B
November Offerings $13,139|| 20 48  10AM/Live Stream:§ 15 62 10 /Live Stream: I
Year-To-Date Offerings 5138,376 27 65 10 AM / Live Stream: 12 22 75 1Om /L?VE Stream: 22
29 91 10 /Live Stream: 13
Projected Offerings $135,360| | OCTOBER, 2025
P S 12 45 10AM / Live Stream: 13 6 75  1DAM /Live Stream: 17
Checkbook Balance $22;372 19 40 10 AM / Live Stream: 20 13 71 10AM /Live Stream: B
26 119  10AM /Live Stream: 19 20 57  10MM /Live Stream: 14
- - - - 27 45 10M /Live Stream: I8
Other Offerings Given During This Month NOVEMBER, 2025
Building Fund 151{] 2 69  I0AM/ Live Stream: 19 NOVEMBER, 2024
I g A - > 9 53 I0AM /Live Stream: 17 3 69  10AM/ Live Stream: 17
Rabbit Supper/BIessmgs in a Backpack $510 16 80 10 AM / Live Stream: 13 10 63  10AM /Live Stream: 18
23 98 10 AM /Live Stream: 27 17 47  10AM/ Live Stream: 8
30 76 10AM /Live Stream: 16 24 58  10MM /Live Stream: 15
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $18,514 ?ECEgLBER, 2025 ?ECFO“gBﬁm’ L20824 )
: 10AM / Live Stream: 13 /Live stream:
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,580 14 Waorship Canceled Due to Weather 8 82 10 /Live Stream: 17
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $41,349|| 21 143 10AM/Live Stream: 26 ; g 16392 1D AM Live Stream: 25
; : : 24 73 7PM/ lie Stream: 18 10AM /Live Stream: 7
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $32,352 28 49 I0M /Live Stream. 2 24 42 {0M slive Stream: 14
Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477 %g 13058 10 AM / Live Stream: (3
10 AM /Live § Al
(Balance as of 12/31/2024) /Hive Stream
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CALL 330-264-1986; EMAIL: OFFICE @ STPETERELCA.ORG

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

February 18 at 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday will include communion. The service will be live
streamed.

#  Watch for more information in the Weekly Messenger about Lenten
happenings.



