Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor
Phone: = (419) 706-5072
E-Mail: pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to:

Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM —12 PM (or by appointment) 0
CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
E-Mail:  office@stpeterelca.org of New Pittsburg, OH

Website: stpeterelca.or

Facebook: St-Peter-Lutneran-Church September-October 2025

PANDA PRESCHOOL :(330) 264-1986 (church phone)

Pastor Stephanie, David and Oliver are pleased to announce the
arrival of Penelope Anne on Friday, August 8th at 4:42 PM.
Everyone is healthy and recovering well!
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ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT: As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving

and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God’s Word and grace.

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ’s love.



https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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Maternity Leave Sunday Coverage

September 7—Mrs. Emily Martin & Mrs. Jen Crum
September 14—Rev. Erin Guzman
September 21—Rev. Kyle Gould
September 28—Ms. Karen Reaume
October 5—Rev. Kyle Gould
October 12—Hymn Sing/Mr. Roger Kamp

October 19—Sermon Replacement
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MATERNITY LEAVE



Page 3 The Messenger, September-October, 2025

WALK Z=END

ALZHEIMER’S

ALZHEIMER'S % ASSOCIATION

Kathy Smith (partner in LORAC, Smithville Lutheran) is
team captain of The Wooster Alliance team and she wel-
comes you to join her in this walk.

Go to act.alz.org and search for
2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s - Wayne & Holmes, OH

Saturday, September 20, 2025

Entry at 8:30AM / Ceremony at 9:30AM / Walk at
9:45AM

Secrest Arboretum (OARDC) | Welcome Center
2122 Williams Rd. Wooster, OH

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Men’s breakfast will meet the 2nd Tues-
day of every month at 9AM at Farmer
Boy in Wooster.

. September 8th
« October 13th
« November 10th

All men of the church are invited to join
for prayer, good food and great fellow-
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Women'’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd
Monday of every month at 9 AM.

. September 15th
« October 20th
« November 17th

A sign-up sheet will be available so we
can prepare a table large enough for
us.

Please join us for good food and
GREAT fellowship!

OCTOBER: S
)
STEWARDSHIP MONTH

It’s again time to think
about God’s generous love

and to plan how we will
give back to God. On October 19th , we will
collect 2026 pledge cards. If you have a sto-
ry of generosity or have questions, please
contact Deb Elser, chairman of Stewardship
& Finance.

Time and talent sheets will be due Novem-
ber 16™. These will be passed out and dis-
cussed during worship, then collected during
the service.
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Endowment Fund

Do you know of a charitable organization, nonprofit
group, social service agency or special project that
could benefit from some financial assistance? Encour-
age them to submit a request application to the St.
Peter Endowment Fund. The organization or project
leader can send their application to the church via mail
or email by October 1. The application should identify
the organization, the need for assistance, the amount
requested and contact information. All requests will be
considered based on the amount of funds available and
those approved will be notified by December 31.

If you have questions please speak to a committee
member, Larry Gortner, Scott Wertz, Roger Kamp,
Elaine Koch, or Tyler Keener.

Dear St. Peter Congregation,

Thank you all for the prayers and cards | re-
ceived during my illness. | appreciate it very
much. Thank you, Pastor Stephanie Woods,
for coming to see me at the Rest Home. |
enjoyed it very much. Thank you all again.

Love,
Sue Selvage

We would like to express our sincere appre-
ciation for allowing us to access to the
church for our family reunion. Fortunately,
we didn’t need to use the basement, but it
was nice knowing it was there for us if need-
ed. Again, thank you so much.

Donn § Joyce Appleman

On November Z"d, we’ll remember those saints
that have gone ahead of us. Please bring in pic-
tures of your saints, including those who have
died in the last year and those who have been
gone for years, between October 26 and Novem-
ber 1. Also, please let us know the names of your
loved ones who have died in the last year so that
we can include them by name in the prayers. If
you have any questions, please contact Madalyn
or Pastor Stephanie.
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Gracious Givers

For September and October, we will once
again be collecting items for Panda Preschool!

Items that would be greatly appreciated are: 9 6 T H q “ " U n l

« Paper Towels
RABBIT SUPPER

o Clorox Wipes
o Kleenex/Tissues
Plans are in the works. Please keep

an eye out in the weekly messenger
for more details!

Thank you SO Much for your willingness to
help others!
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And be thankful.

Fall Grltaring

OCTOBER 19TH @ TEGTMEIER'S HOME

JOIN US FOR A FUN FALL EVENING AT
TEGTMEIER'S HOME! COME HUNGRY, AS
SUPPER WILL BE PROVIDED. WE WILL
START COOKING OVER THE FIRE AT
6PM. PLEASE BRING A CHAIR IF POSSI-
BLE! QUESTIONS? ASK EVANGELISM/
FELLOWSHIP.
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

¥ CONFIRMATION SUNDAY: Confirmation Sunday will be held on October 26th.

¥ JR SPY: Plans are in the works for our next event in September! Keep an eye out in the
weekly messenger and on the REMIND app for more information!

¥ TRUNK OR TREAT: October 25th 5-6:30 PM - SPEAK students that are not participating in
the New Pittsburg trick or treating are encouraged to help pass out candy during Trunk or
Treat at the church! We will have candy provided for you. We would love for you to come

and help make this an enjoyable experience for the younger neighborhood kids!

¥ SPYA HALLOWEEN PARTY: Following the Trunk or Treat event, | encourage ALL youth to
join us at Madalyn’s house for a fun evening of all things Halloween! Weather permitting,

we will have a fire, hot dogs and smores. Parents are encouraged to stay
@QYOUU)”

O (5)
(1)

SPYAI

and enjoy the fun as well! Please bring a chair if you’re able!

SPYA (ALL YOUTH)

i f

HOT DOGS, SNACKS,
SMORES, DRINKS

2 g
X 25 OCT

' STARTS AT 6:30 PM

MADALYN'S HOUSE
3557 N ELYRIA RD

WOOSTER, OH

*FOLLOWING TRUNK OR TREAT*
*BRING A CHAIR IF YOU'RE ABLE* @
*PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY*
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

JOIN US DURING WORSHIP

SEPTEMBER 21, 28 - OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 16, 23

HEAR GOD SPEAK IN OUR LIVES ~ SPEAK OUT ABOUT OUR FAITH ~ SPEAK LIFE INTO THOSE AROUND US
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We are anxiously waiting to start a new school year! Classes will begin on September 15th
for the 4/5 class and September 16th for the 3/4 class. In October, we will be studying
pumpkins and fire safety. We will be having our annual Halloween costume party.

CLASS SCHEDULE:
4/5’s Classes Begin *Monday, September 15.
Class 9:00 AM—12:00 PM on M-W-F.

3/4’s Classes Begin *Tuesday, September 16.
Class 9:00—11:30 AM on T-TH.
Make sure to check out and like our Facebook page!

Miss Tara
Panda Administrator

Please join Panda Preschool with our Butter Braid Fundraiser
October 1st through October 15™.

We are raising funds to buy educational materials for the
school. You can place your order with any student, teacher or
board member.

Cost is $14/16 each; payment is due at the time of placing
your order. Butter Braids are so delicious and will

arrive November 7" just in time for the holidays!

Thanks for supporting Panda Preschool!!!



https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=butter+braid+fundraiser&view=detailv2&qpvt=butter+braid+fundraiser&id=24E586A74615E82EFE6535F104231E867A7D6376&selectedIndex=13&ccid=IOAq6pSS&simid=608049537856834172&thid=OIP.M20e02aea9492e88284299a12c47b710ao0
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

July9,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Church Council of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church was called to order by Council President Brent Martin on July
9, 2025.

Opening Devotion
The devotion was shared by Deb Elser.

Roll Call
Present:
Pastor Stephanie Woods Deb Elser
President Brent Martin Roger Kamp
Secretary Jenn Crum Madalyn Schmucker
Treasurer Rita Tegtmeier Mike Martin
Julia Morris
Absent:
Patty Gortner

A quorum was declared.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.

Motion: Pastor Stephanie Woods moved to approve the minutes as presented.
Second: Rita Tegtmeier

Motion Carried.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer's Report was presented by Rita Tegtmeier. No discussion was held.
Motion: Roger Kamp moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Second: Deb Elser

Motion Carried.

Committee Reports
Education
Vacation Bible School is underway, with 60 children currently enrolled. CF Crum will lead the VBS music, possibly playing guitar
with Paisley Hostetler and Luke Martin.
A campout is planned for July 25-26 at Madalyn Schmucker’s home.

Property

Very little current activity.

Flower beds need cleaning; a Saturday volunteer workday may be scheduled.

Memorial funds may be considered for landscaping puposes. Barberry bushes on the east obstruct the sidewalk and need remov-
al. Lilies and Hostas plants should be thinned. Recommendation to consult Linda Smith and/or Rob Hastings regarding land-
scaping plans.

A fall workday will be scheduled at a future meeting. Plan for a notice in the bulletin to gauge interest in redesigning landscaping.
No motion made; item carried to future business.

Stewardship
No report.

Worship
No report.

At-Large Member
No report.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

July9,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

Pastor’s Report

Adult Sunday School: Strong participation in June.

Confirmation Prep: Positive discussions with middle school students.

Maternity Leave: All guides completed; bulletins prepared for each week.

Fair Sunday: Low-key service planned; Jen Crum and Deb Elser will lead. Vicki Moore will provide music. Hymns have been shared
with Roger Kamp.

Stewardship Campaign: Deb is drafting a campaign letter.

Sunday School (June): Adult turnout was encouraging; youth turnout was low but understandable due to summer break. Sermon
guides are planned to maintain momentum.

Old Business
Signage Discussion
Consideration of new signage at the back of the church.
Proposed content:
"St. Peter Lutheran Church"
"Home of Panda Preschool"
Includes website and phone number

Discussion on removing "Evangelical" from the name. Vinyl posts suggested for replacement. ELCA branding symbol needs
updating. Rita Tegtmeier volunteered to obtain quotes from Sign Design and Fox. Preschool will be contacted for input.
No motion made; pending quotes.

Storage - Deferred until after Vacation Bible School.

For the Good of the Church

Downstairs Closet: Interest in removing the chair rack; current seating is 100, but 200 have attended events. May require a second
rack. Explore hanging chair racks and better broom/mop storage.

Attendance Records: Patty Gortnor (Evangelism) raised concerns. Pastor Stephanie will follow up with Patty and the Evangelism
Committee about the purpose and responsibility of attendance-taking and possible changes.

Zion Lutheran Church: Rita noted that Zion has discontinued their Sunday evening service/meal.

Adjournment

Motion: Brent Martin moved to adjourn the meeting.
First: Roger Kamp

Second: Madalyn Schmucker

Motion Carried.

Next Council Meeting: August 13, 2025 at 7:00pm

Respectfully submitted,
Jenn Crum

Church Council Secretary
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
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FINANCIAL CORNER

NEWSLETTER MAILING: The newsletter is emailed

to those who have shared an email address with the
church. Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.
Hard copies are also available at the church.

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a
copy mailed to you, contact the church office.

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu.

2025/26 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule

Submission and assembly dates

FINANCIAL CORNER 6/30/2025
Checking Account - For Current Expenses
June Offerings $16,567
Year-To-Date Offerings $80,459
Projected Offerings $73,320
Total Expenses Year-To-Date $78,021
Checkbook Balance $31,250
Other Offerings Given During This Month
Building Fund $156
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,424
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,506
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $42,660
(Transferred Jan-June Deposits ($508)
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $29,744
Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477
(Balance as of 12/31/2024)
FINANCIAL CORNER 7/31/2025
Checking Account - For Current Expenses
July Offerings $8,424
Year-To-Date Offerings $88,884
Projected Offerings 584,600
Total Expenses Year-To-Date $90,978
Checkbook Balance $28,023
Other Offerings Given During This Month
Building Fund $70
Noisy Offering (June & July) S75
VBS (Rel. Ed. Building) $1,161
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,424
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,521
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $42,682
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $29,664
Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477

(Balance as of 12/31/2024)

Issue Submissions Due Assembly

Nov/Dec, 2025 Oct 20 Oct 23

Jan/Feb, 2026 Dec 22 Dec 29

Mar/April, 2026 Feb 19 Feb 23

May/June, 2026 April 20 April 23

July/Aug, 2026 June 25 June 29

Sept/Oct, 2026 Aug 20 Aug 27

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

APRIL, 2025 APRIL, 2024

2 26 Lenten Service 7 68  10AM /Live Stream: 17

6 84 10AM /Live Stream: 13 14 74 10AM /Live Stream: 15

9 25 Lenten Service 21 69  I0AM /Live Stream: IR

13 97 10AM /Live Stream: 10 28 62  I0AM /Live Stream: 33

17 22 TPM /Maundy Thursday

18 33 7PM /Good Friday MAY, 2024

20 18  BIGAM/ Sunrise 5 65 (0AM /Live Stream: 20

20 115  10AM /Live Stream:2I 12 71 10 /Live Stream: I

27 62 0 /LveStream:24 19 63 10AM /Live Stream: 17
26 78 10 /Live Stream: 13

MAY, 2025

4 53  I0AM/Live Stream: 15 JUNE, 2024

11 88  10AM /Live Stream: 12 2 75  0AM /Live Stream: I7

18 53  10AM/LlieStream:NA O 71 DAM /Live Stream: B

25 55  10AM /Live Stream: I 16 57 DM /Live Stream: l4
23 45 10M /Live Stream: 18

JUNE, 2025 30 90 10AM /Live Stream: 23

1 53 10AM/ Live Stream: 15

8 88 AM/LieStream: 2 JULY, 2025

15 81  10AM/Live Stream: 16 7 69  10AM/ Live Stream: 17

22 54 10AM /Live Stream: 20 14 63  10AM /Live Stream: 18

29 84 10 /LiveStream: NA 21 47 DAM/ Live Stream: 8
28 58 10 /Live Stream: 15

JULY, 2025

6 56 10AM/ Live Stream: 25

13 61  10AM /Live Stream: N/A

20 60  10AM/ Live Stream: 22

27 52 DM /Live Stream: N/A
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T0 RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL, YOUTH EVENTS — PAGE 6-8

OR TO BE REMOVED FROM MAILING: PANDA PRESCHOOL — PAGE 8
CALL 330-264-1986; EMAIL: OFFICE @ STPETERELCA.ORG
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| Save the Date: Saturday, October 25th
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