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Worship for All

Making our worship as accessible to all people is always the goal. There are many ways we do this. After
COVID, we had individual packets available for those who wanted a no-touch communion option. We have
wine and grape juice, gluten-free and gluten-filled bread for communion. But what else can we do? This has
been the question I've been pondering lately: how do we make worship accessible to the greatest number of
people?

The idea of making worship available to the greatest number of people draws on the concept of universal de-
sign. Even if you’ve never heard of universal design, chances are that you’ve experienced it. Ramps aid those
in wheelchairs, but they also help others with mobility concerns as well as those carrying large loads or push-
ing strollers. Doors that automatically open or have push buttons to open help those who have difficulty with
heavy doors, but they equally help people whose hands are full.

We can apply similar principles to the worship service to help make it accessible. For example, repeating mu-
sic in worship, like we do with the canticle and offertory, not only helps kids who cannot read learn and par-
ticipate, it also helps those who have vision issues. In the weeks and months to come, you may notice some
small changes. The “Children’s Message” will become the “Object Lesson,” and focus on a physical object that
can remind us about God. Most of us have experienced that these messages are often more memorable than
any regular sermon, and they are a way for all of us to become engaged. There are likely to be coloring pages
and crayons available at the doors and the fidget toys are available in the back. These are available to all to
help anyone who needs it stay focused and engaged. There is the possibility of sermon notes and reflection
guides to help engage the sermon long after Sunday morning.

The possibilities are immense, and most require very few changes to worship. Small changes can make a
world of difference in accessibility. And if we can make it easier for all to engage in worship and to retain its
value throughout the week, don’t we owe to God to try? | certainly think so.

Pastor stephawie wWoods

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT: As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving

and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God’s Word and grace.

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ’s love.



https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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Funeral Planning

Words matter, and we never know when a conversation might be our
last. This is the thought that keeps running through my mind lately.
Throughout the Bible, but especially in the Psalms, we are reminded
that our days are fleeting. It is not something we want to think about
but it is necessary.

This summer, | encourage all of us to remember that our days on earth
are numbered. Many times when | meet with a family about a funeral,
they have little idea about what their loved one would have wanted. It is
such a gift for a grieving family to know exactly what their deceased
loved one would have wanted.

Starting in May, there will be funeral planning guides available in the
back of the sanctuary. This is an invitation to have a conversation. May-
be you sit down with your loved ones and talk. Maybe you decide to
meet with me. Whatever you do, | will encourage you to complete the
guide and the planning form and to submit it to the church office. You
may also want to put a copy in a safe place, perhaps with your will. This
way, when death comes, and it will come for

all of us, you will leave behind a guide for ’
your loved ones. It is a final act of care for é
families who are struggling with loss. 5

4
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JOIN US TO HELP RAISE
MONEY FOR THE NW
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

SUNDAY BUILDING FUND
MAY 11TH

* FOR A GREAT CAUSE' %
C -1 =
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MEN’S BREAKFAST

IT’S BACK!!

Men’s breakfast will meet the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at 9AM at
Farmer Boy in Wooster.

All men of the church are invited to
join for prayer, good food and great

fellowship!

MENSZ=_

8
omen's
mreokfos’r

Women'’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd
Monday of every month at 9 AM.

« May 19th
« June 1l6th
e July21st

A sign-up sheet will be available so we
can prepare a table large enough for
us.

Please join us for good food and
GREAT fellowship!
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THRGK¥OU!

Thank you all so much for the lovely reception, cards, gifts, and words of encouragement after
church on Sunday. You have all been wonderfully kind and supportive these past 5 years and
it has been my absolute pleasure to lead our youth. Thank you for always being such a won-
derful church family!

Dear St. Peter Congregation,

Love,
Angle

Beloved St. Peter,

Thank you SO much for the flowers and chocolates! The flower arrangement will make a great
addition to our front porch to be a constant reminder that | have such a loving and supportive
church family. Again, thank you so much!!

Love,
Madatwv\,

Dear St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your incredibly generous gift to Blessings of $4398 on 2/6/25 (the 2024 noisy
offering). Today, food insecurity impacts children in every corner of the United States. An
astounding 100% of U.S. counties currently have food insecure residents. That’s why your sup-
port makes such an enormous difference.

Because of YOU, more children across the country will know where their next meal will come
from when they leave school on Friday afternoon. We are so grateful for the impact you make
on kids each weekend.

s’mcmtg,
Erin Kerr—CEO
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Join us for a NEW Sunday Morning Schedule in June!

We’re trying something new this June — and you're invited to be a part of it!

Starting June 1st, we’ll have Sunday School for all ages at 9:15AM, before the
worship service.

Please note: There will be NO JUNIOR CHURCH or SPEAK during worship for the
month of June.

Adults will meet in the Brotherhood Room (located at the back of the sanctuary)
Youth will meet downstairs in the basement

This will be a one-month trial, and it also gives our amazing volunteers a well-
deserved opportunity to enjoy the full worship service.

We hope you’ll join us and help make this a meaningful time for everyone!

ACOLYTE Trainine JI. LEQDErSHIP Training

Have you felt the call to serve? Do you

think your child is ready to take on a What is a leader? What does a leader do?
meaningful role in our worship services?

We’re inviting all middle and high school
students who want to serve at VBS to join
us for Junior Leadership Training on
July 9 from 12-2pm.

We’re inviting new and returning aco-
lytes (who need a refresher!) to join us
for a special training session:

Date: June 8 -
. . TE i P\ P g\ G
€0 Time: 9:15AM (during our Sunday ¢ VALNpg
School Hour) P48 450 4 ’
® Location: Front of the Sanctuary

This session is required for all youth vol-
unteers. If you're unable to attend, please
This is a wonderful opportunity to grow in | connect with Pastor Stephanie to make
faith and serve the church. Whether you're other arrangements.

curious or committed, come and see what
it’s all about!
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

¥ REMIND APP: STAY IN THE KNOW! The Education & Youth has created groups on the RE-
MIND app to help keep everyone informed for all youth events. There are THREE different
groups to be able to sign up for SPYA (All Youth), Jr. SPY (1st thru 5th), and SPEAK (MS &
HS). Make sure to sign up for any (or all) of these groups to get the most up to date infor-
mation about our youth events. See the back for ways to sign up or ask Madalyn how you

can receive notifications.

¥ CONFIRMATION CLASS: The next confirmation class will be on May 18th immediately
following worship!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

JOIN US DURING WORSHIP
MAY 18, 25 - JUNE 15, 22 - JULY 20, 27

HEAR GOD SPEAK IN OUR LIVES ~ SPEAK QUT ABOUT QUR FAITH ~ SPEAK LIFE INTO THOSE ARQUND US
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PANDA PRESCHOOL

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

It’s hard to believe May will be here. Seems like we just began our school year. This is a
happy time for our graduating classes to move on to kindergarten. They will be missed very
much by the Panda Staff but we look forward to new faces and returning students.

The 3/4’s year end program is Thursday, May 15th at 6:30 PM.

Preschool Graduation will be Friday, May 16th at 6:30 PM.

Registration for the 2025-2026 school year has begun. Call the office for a registration
packet: 330-264-1986. Registration form is also on the website: stpeterelca.org

Miss Tara
Panda Administrator

i Keep an eye out in the
messenger for registra-

Cave the Date tion! We should be open-

ing up registration for VBS
WHAT A MESS

Join us and learn how God can help us through
our messiest times!
July 14-17
Evenings, 6-8PM ~Education & Youth~

Thanks!
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

February 22,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:00am by Stephanie Woods, Pastor

2. Roll Call

Present: Pastor Stephanie Wood, Jen Crum, Rita Tegtmeier, Roger Kamp, Madalyn
Schmucker, Patty Gortner, Mike Martin, Julia Keener, Molly Hastings

Absent: Brent Martin, Deb Elser

3. New Business:

a. Discussion regarding St. Peters Church facility used as a polling location. Motion was
made to approve the agreement allowing the church facility to be used as a polling loca-
tion.

Motion: Approve the agreement allowing the church facility to be used as a polling loca-
tion.

Motioned by: Roger Kamp

Seconded by: Rita Tegtmeier

Result: Motion Passed

4. Announcements:

a. Mike Martin announced that plans for brick repair on the church are set up. Work will
begin after the weather warms.

b. Rita Tegtmeier announced that this year’s fiscal audit is complete.

9. Adjournment

Motion: To adjourn the meeting.
Motioned by: Roger Kamp
Seconded by: Julia Keener
Result: Motion Passed

Minutes Prepared by: Jen Crum, Secretary

Date of Approval: March 12, 2025, 7:00pm
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

March 12,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

In Attendance: Pastor Stephanie, Madalyn Schmucker, Patty Gortner, Brent Martin, Mike Martin, Molly Hastings,
Roger Kamp, Rita Tegtmeier
Absent: Deb Elser, Jen Crum

Church Council met on March 12, 2025, following the Lenten Service. Pastor Stephanie opened the meeting
with prayer

Officer Reports

Secretary Report:

Council reviewed the submitted report from January and February. Molly Hastings made motion to accept Sec-
retary Reports. Madalyn Schmucker seconded the motion to accept Secretary Reports. The motion carried.

Treasurer Report:

Rita provided council members copies with February profit & loss YTD comparison. It was made known that Pan-
da Preschool gave a $500 donation for snow removal services.

Diane Kinney made motion to accept Treasurer Report. Mike Martin seconded the motion to accept Treasurer
Report. The motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Education, Madalyn Schmucker — The committee met on January 12", They discussed Angie’s Youth Director
position. They will assign Junior Church & SPEAK helpers for each Sunday and will have the appropriate materi-
als available for the helpers. They decided on the theme What a Mess for VBS on July 14™ thru the 17", They
are creating a new “youth group” for 1% thru 5t graders and would like to kick start this with a “kids camp”
sometime in the summer. Next meeting is planned for March 23" following worship.

Evangelism/Fellowship, Patty Gorter — The committee met for the first time since being combined and they dis-
cussed how they will split the responsibilities. They chose the Gracious Givers for Spring to be the Humane Soci-
ety. They have decide on not doing an Easter Egg hunt this year. The next meeting is TBA.

Property, Mike Martin - Mike Dunn Masonry will start to work on the steps/brick repair on Thursday, March
13™. Mike discussed a need for a spring clean up day at the church; hoping to get congregation involved. This

will be TBA. We are in hopes that there are no more snow removal until next Winter.

Worship and Music — Diane Kinney — Met for the first time and discussed that there will be an Easter Sunrise
service at 8:15 on April 20" at the pavilion outside. They also discussed the Lenten Service meal.

Council At-Large Member, Molly Hastings — nothing to report at this time.

Audit committee report was reviewed. Patty Gortner made motion to accept the Audit Report. Molly Hastings
seconded the motion to accept. The motion carried. (continued on next page)
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

March 12,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report—Continued

Pastor Stephanie continued with the Pastor’s Report.

Attendance data highlighted January and February of 2025 vs previous years.

Pastor informed us of the proposed changes to the ELCA Constitution by the Commission for a Renewed Lu-
theran Church (CRLC). Assured that there were no major changes, just minor wording.

Pastor updated us on having a couple of colleagues as new substitutes for her maternity leave and is excited
to have them worship with us.

We discussed that the updated Constitution was given to us last month and is the most up to date. Both Pas-
tor and Madalyn have copies and will also put this on the Google drive. It was suggested by Rita to put an
“updated date” on the Constitution.

We discussed the church keys and how we don’t have a list of all who have a key. It was recommended that
we get more cameras and put them on the inside of the building at the cement room entrance, pre-
school entrance and also in the library. This will help with the security of the church. It was also dis-
cussed to look into the purchasing of the subscription to have playback for the cameras, which is not cur-
rently happening for the office door. We aren’t sure if the keys that we currently have work at the very
front entrance of the church. Madalyn and/or Pastor will check to see if they work.

Pastor mentioned about how we should be reviewing yearly the membership roles. We have to submit our
membership numbers to the ELCA every year and we need to make sure those are more accurate. It was
made mention also about the birthday/anniversary lists that are sent out each month. Rita will sit down
with Madalyn and go over those.

We discussed the Synod assembly and how it will be via ZOOM this year. There will be a price drop in the
registration fee. Currently, Elaine is a “voting member” but if we do not register her as a voting member,
we will not have to pay for her to register.

Madalyn was asked to step out of the meeting for an Executive session.

Pastor Stephanie adjourned the Council Meeting with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Madalyn Schmucker
Parish Administrator
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

April 9,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Stephanie Woods at 7:00 PM.
Il. Roll Call

Present: Pastor Stephanie Woods, Brent Martin, Jennifer Crum, Rita Tegtmeier, Roger Kamp, Madalyn Schmucker, Mike Martin, Deb
Elser, Julia Keener, Molly Hastings

Absent: Patty Gortner
Ill. Officer and Committee Reports
A. Approval of Minutes — Secretary’s Report

Motion: To approve the minutes from the previous meeting dated March 12, 2025.
Moved by: Madalyn Schmucker

Seconded by: Roger Kamp

Result: Approved unanimously

B. Approval of Treasurer's Report

Motion: To approve the updated financial reports for the period.
Moved by: Madalyn Schmucker

Seconded by: Pastor Stephanie Woods

Result: Approved unanimously

C. Education and Youth Committee (Madalyn Schmucker)

Presented gift certificate to Angie Yarwood for serving as Youth Pastor (massage).
Shared 2025 VBS theme, “What A Mess”, and the memory verses to be used.
Next VBS planning meeting: June 8, 2025

D. Property Committee (Mike Martin)

Heating system issue resolved; faulty wiring fixed; new thermostat installed. Heating issues appear to persist in the library area.
Motion: Motion to approve mowing Services by Mike Amos at $95 per mowing by Mike Martin.

Seconded by: Roger Kamp

Result: Approved unanimously
Masonry work appears complete; invoice not yet received. Greg Hagens confirmed completion; positive feedback on results.

E. Stewardship and Finance
No report.

F. Worship and Music
No report.

G. At Large (Molly)

No new items reported.
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

April 9,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report— Continued

V. Pastor’s Report (Pastor Stephanie Woods)

Pastor Woods shared that she attended a webinar on children attending worship. Topics included exploration of new print for-
mats and accessible opportunities for all during worship (consideration of the use of universal design for learning [UDL], for
example repetitive songs).

Pastor is now reporting major activities on her Pastoral Report instead of monthly percentage of time.

Rejuvenating Full Week of Lenten Events. Pastor expressed gratitude towards all participating leaders.

Easter Services:

Maundy Thursday: April 17-18, joint service at Ashland Seminary at 6:30 PM
Sunrise Easter Service: 8:15 AM with Breakfast following
Easter Service at 10:00M.
Synod Assembly: May 17; Elaine will attend at no cost.
Pastoral care updates:
Sue Salvage at Western Manor
John Wannamaker in hospital; undergoing biopsy and CT scan. Keep Pastor Wannamaker in your prayers.
VI. Old Business

A. Security Cameras

Handout distributed; three camera system discussed.
Selected plan: $9.99/month; 180-day video storage.
Locations: Cement room, Panda back entrance, library.
Existing Ring doorbell to remain.

® David Woods will install the cameras.

Motion: Pastor made motion to move forward with camera installment.

® Seconded by: Molly Hastings Result: Approved unanimously
VIl. New Business
A. Membership Transfer
Kay’s transfer from Christ United, Ashland. Everything has been approved to support the membership transfer.
B. Pastoral Coverage

New requirements for Pastoral Coverage.
Mennonite Mutual: New requirements include safety boundary policies.
No coverage concerns from current reporting practices.

C. Custodian Position

Posting is live two candidates have applied.
A cleaning checklist has been established with clear expectations regarding work completion including a three-month perfor-
mance check-in.
Position is part-time, $60 flat rate for 2.5 hours.
Motion: Roger Kamp made motion to accept the plan with recommendation to hire Stacy VanWinkle.
Seconded by: Deb Elser
Result: Approved
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS

April 9,2025 7:00 PM Secretary’s Report— Continued

D. Youth Ministry Staff Requirement

Madalyn Schmucker hired as Youth Minister.
Madalyn is required to complete an FBI/BCI background check.
BCl checks can be done at Tri-County.

VIIl. For the Good of the Church

No new items presented.
IX. Action Items Review

Pastor Woods to provide Madalyn with camera info links
Madalyn Schmucker to complete BCI background check
Mike Martin will contact and meet with Stacy VanWinkle regarding custodian role
Elaine to attend Synod Assembly May 17
X. Announcements

No additional announcements were made.
XI. Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn: Made by Jennifer Crum
Seconded by: Julie Keener
Result: Approved

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Crum
Church Council Secretary
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FINANCIAL CORNER 2/28/2025 STOP at St. Peter The Bookmobile Schedule
BUS VISITS: 2/20 @2:30-3:30
Checking Account - For Current Expenses MLE VAN VISITS: 3/13 @2:00-2:30
February Offerings $10,684 SCHEDULE _ _
Year-To-Date Of'ferings 523,518 WAYNE COUNTY New Pittsburg Location
Projected Offerings 522,720 NEWSLETTER MAILING: The newsletter is emailed
Total Expenses Year-To-Date $25,864 to those who have shared an email address with the
Checkbook Balance $26,581 church. Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.
- Hard copies are also available at the church.
Other Offerings Given During This Month If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a
copy mailed to you, contact the church office.
Lutheran Disaster Response $660 )
- Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.
Moore Family 51,730 Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu.
Building Fund $142
2025/26 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,583 Submission and assembly dates
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,447 Issue Submissions Due  Assembl
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $47,353| |July/Aug, 2025 June 19 June 22
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $28,670| |Sept/Oct, 2025 Aug 18 Aug 21
Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477| |Nov/Dec, 2025 Oct 20 Oct 23
(Balance as of 12/31/2024) Jan/Feb, 2026 Dec 22 Dec 29
Mar/April, 2026 Feb 19 Feb 23
May/June, 2026 April 20 April 23
FINANCIAL CORNER 3/31/2025
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Checking Account - For Current Expenses FEBRUARY, 2025 FEBRUARY, 2024
March Offerings 15,726 2 105 10MM /Live Stream: 14 4 65  10AM /Live Stream: 18
& - > 9 93 I0AM /Live Stream: 27 11 70  10AM /Live Stream: 14
Year-To-Date Oﬁermgs 538'994 16 O  Canceled Service/Weather 14 37  7PM /Live Stream: 19
Projected Offerings $36'660 23 74 DM /Live Stream: 20 18 89 (0AM /Live Stream: 18
21 23 LentenService
Total Expenses Year-To-Date $40,199 MARCH, 2025 25 86  10M /Lie Stream: 42
Checkbook Balance $28,956 2 60 10AM /Live Stream: 20 28 13 lenten Service
5 35 7PM /AshWednesday
9 49 10AM /Live Stream: 1B MARCH, 2024
Other Offerings Given During This Month 1% gg Lenten Service 3 79 (0 /Live Stream: 13
. . . |0AM /Live Stream: 18 6 18 Lenten Service
Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack) $27 19 24 lenten Service 10 56 1AM L Strearm: 3
Lenten Offerings $1,068 %g gi I0AM /Live Stream: N/A 13 18 Lenten Semvice
A Lenten Service 17 71 10AM /Live Stream: 22
Building Fund 5140 30 65 (0AM /Live Stream: 24 20 10 lLenten Semvice
24 97 10 AM /Live Stream: 34
Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,374 APRIL, 2025 ' 28 31  7PM /Live Stream: B
- 2 26 LlentenSerice 29 41 10MM /Live Stream: 19
Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,462 6 84 MM /LweStesm 13 31 138  1DAM /Live Stream: 17
Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $47,377 |9 23 lLentenSenice
- - - 13 97  10AM /Live Stream: 10
Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $29,067 |17 22 1 MandyTusiy  APRIL, 2024
Endowment Fund (a" accounts) $105,477 18 33 TPM / Good Friday 7 68 10 /Live Stream:17
f 20 18 8:13 AM / Sunrise 14 74  10M /Live Stream: 15
(Balance as o 12/31/2024) 20 115 10AM /Live Stream: 21 21 69 10 /Live Stream: 16
27 62 10AM / Live Stream: 24 28 62 10 /Live Stream: 33
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T0 RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL, YOUTH EVENTS — PAGE 6-8

OR TO BE REMOVED FROM MAILING: PANDA PRESCHOOL — PAGE 8
CALL 330-264-1986; EMAIL: OFFICE @ STPETERELCA.ORG

§ PLANS ARE IN THE WORKS TO HOLD OUR
§ ANNUAL OUTDOR WORSHIP SERVICE AND PICNIC.
i PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT IN THE WEEKLY MESSENGER FOR

MORE DETAILS!




