
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

From the Desk of Pastor Stephanie 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? 

Matthew 16:24-26 
 

I am not a competitive sports person. That confession feels almost like heresy in our modern world where there is a 

constant desire to name a winner, to avoid losing, and to make sure that everyone always keeps score. And yet, the 

idea of winning and losing often creates a zero-sum game where you’re either good (and a winner) or bad (and a los-

er). Perhaps this encourages hard work and perseverance, but I have always wondered if it also creates a fear of 

failure. In other words, if we think we have to win or succeed, whatever that looks like in a particular context, then 

we may be less willing to try new things out of the fear that we won’t be good at them.  
 

In Christian discipleship, I don’t think the point is winning or losing, and if that is the point, then we are supposed 

to lose. As Lutherans, we follow Luther in believing in the theology of the cross which is opposed to a theology of 

glory. These can be as simple as they sound. The theology of glory is a vision of God and God’s kingdom where we 

are focused on glory, victory, and wining, and the theology of the cross says that we actually meet God in failure, 

death, and crucifixion. In other words, the cross is the central image of our faith; when there is victory, it comes be-

cause of what is clearly losing (painful execution on a cross). If we “win,” then, we win by losing.  
 

This should be a huge relief for each and every one of us, because whether we want to admit it or not, failure is part 

of daily life. But even more than that, failure is part of doing new things. To try anything new or to do anything dif-

ferently is to risk that it won’t work the way we expect it to work. How we define the results is up to us. Often, in 

our world and our own minds, we call it failure when something doesn’t work the way we expect. However, Thomas 

Edison’s quote about failure has always struck me (perhaps because I grew up very near his birthplace and they 

were one of our biggest rivals), “I haven’t failed. I’ve found 10,000 ways that won’t work.” Without the willingness to 

try new things, to step out of our comfort zones, we cannot find the ways that will not work.  
 

The need to try new things and risk them not working the way we want is necessary for our congregational life and 

our personal lives. Do we want this church to exist 20 or 20 or even 50 years from now? Then we have to be willing 

to try new things. Did your devotional reading practice “fail”? Try something new! Do you struggle to pray? Maybe 

you need a different way to do it. 

No matter what happens when you step out on a limb to try something new, I can promise you: God loves an under-

dog. God loves a redemption story. God loves you, just as you are, and God isn’t keeping score.  
 

Pastor Stephanie 

Gracious God, you helped Peter up when he tried to walk on water and started to sink. Remind us that you are 
there for us in all times and places ready to catch us when we fall. Embolden us to try new things without fear of 
failure and confident that you are not keeping score. In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who won by losing his 
life on the cross. Amen. 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   July-August, 2025 

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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Synod Assembly Report 

 

The 2025 Northeastern Ohio Synod assembly was held virtually on Saturday, May 17. Pastor 
Stephanie and I were present in the Synod office for the live broadcast as members of the Ref-
erence and Counsel committee. 
 
There were 249 voting members registered for the assembly with 115 being rostered mem-
bers and 134 lay members. During the three hours of business, we elected positions to the 
Synod council, voted on the 2026-2027 budget and approved updated compensation stand-
ards. 
 
Other items of note shared with the assembly were as follows. 
In December, Bishop Barbins, will be visiting our companion synod in the northern diocese of 
South Africa. 
Offerings to Northeast Ohio synod churches totaled $23 million last year. 
Eight congregations gave 10% of their general offerings to support the NEOS. St. Peter was 
noted as giving between 7.5%-9.9%. 
Draft financial results for the last fiscal year show that the Synod had a $67,000 budget short 
fall. Our Synod sends approximately $33,000 a month to the ELCA church wide. 
 
In her message, Bishop Barbins, reminded us that the church is not dying, but the structures 
of congregations may be changing.  
 
The 2025 ELCA Churchwide assembly will be held this summer in Phoenix and a successor will 
be elected for the retiring Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 
 
Mark your calendars now for the next NEOS assembly to be held June 5-6, 2026 at the John S 
Knight Center in Akron. I would encourage you to attend. 
 
Submitted by Elaine Koch  
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Maternity Leave Sunday Coverage 

 

August 3—Sermon Replacement  

August 10—Mr. Roy Woodring 

August 17—Rev. Kyle Gould  

August 24—Mr. Dick Brenneman 

August 31—Mr. Bill Pim 

September 7—Mrs. Deb Elser & Mrs. Jen Crum 

September 14—Rev. Erin Guzman 

September 21—Rev. Kyle Gould 

September 28—Ms. Karen Reaume 

October 5—Rev. Kyle Gould 

October 12—Hymn Sing/Mr. Roger Kamp 

October 19—Sermon Replacement 



 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Men’s breakfast will meet the 2nd Tues-
day  of every month at 9AM at Farmer 
Boy in Wooster.  

• July 8th 

• August 12th 

• September 8th 

 

All men of the church are invited to  join 
for prayer, good food and great fellow-
ship!  
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Women’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd 
Monday of every month at  9 AM.  

• July 21st 

• August 18th 

• September 15th 

  

A sign-up sheet will be available so we 
can prepare a table large enough for 
us.   
 

Please join us for good food and 
GREAT fellowship!  

Kathy Smith (partner in LORAC, Smithville Lutheran) is 
team captain of The Wooster Alliance team and she wel-
comes you to join her in this walk.  

 

Go to act.alz.org and search for  

2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s - Wayne & Holmes, OH 

 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 

 

Entry at 8:30AM / Ceremony at 9:30AM / Walk at 
9:45AM 

 

Secrest Arboretum (OARDC) |Welcome Center 

2122 Williams Rd. Wooster, OH 

 

   

 

 
                       
 
 
Dear St. Peter’s,  
 
Thank you so much for your generous sup-
port of our Panda Preschool family. It is truly 
amazing the gifts you all contributed. This will 
be a huge blessing to the family.  
 
Love,  

Tara Vaughan 
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Jr. leadership training 
 

What is a leader? What does a leader do?  

 

We’re inviting all middle and high school 
students who want to serve at VBS to join 
us for Junior Leadership Training on 

July 9 from 12–2pm. 

 

 

 

 

This session is required for all youth vol-
unteers. If you’re unable to attend, please 
connect with Pastor Stephanie to make 

other arrangements. 

 



 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS: The next confirmation class will be on July 1st @ 1:30-3:30. 

 JR SPY MAIN EVENT:  For those entering 1st thru entering 5th grade for the 2025/2026 

school year—YOU’RE INVITED to a Summer Campout happening on July 25th thru the 26th 

at Madalyn’s house! Drop off will be 5:30 PM and pickup will be at 9:30 AM.  There will be 

lots of games, food, swimming and of course a campfire! RSVP to Madalyn—looking for-

ward to a fun evening!  

 BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Join us on Sunday, August 17th for blessing of the back-

packs. All students & staff are welcome to bring their “bookbags” to worship! There will be 

a treat following worship!  

 

 

    

 

YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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I hope everyone is having a great summer! Watch for upcoming schedule for orientation.  
 
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE: 
4/5’s Classes Begin *Monday, September 15. 
Class 9:00 AM—12:00 PM on M-W-F. 
 
3/4’s Classes Begin *Tuesday, September 16. 
Class 9:00—11:30 AM on T-TH 
 
Registration for the 2025-2026 school year has begun. Call the office for a registration 
packet: 330-264-1986. Registration form is also on the website: stpeterelca.org . 
 
May the remainder of your summer shine bright! 
 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

June 11, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report 
Call to Ord er:  

The meeting was called to order by President Brent Martin at 7:00 PM. 

Devotion/Prayer: 

Devotion was shared by Patty Gortner.  

Roll Call: 

Present: Pastor Stephanie, Jenn C., Roger K., Patty G., Deb E., Brent M., Rita T., Molly H., Mike M., Julia M.  Absent: Madalyn S.  

Approval of Minutes: 

A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting was made by Molly H. and seconded by Brent M. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• $6,500 raised for Religious Education—recognized as an incredible achievement. 

• $1,000+ raised for the Campbell family. 

Pastor expressed appreciation and shared special thank-you’ s to donors. 
A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Pastor Stephanie, seconded by Patty G. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports: 

Education and Youth - Christian Education / VBS: 

• Vacation Bible School (VBS); title “What A Mess.” Date July 14 – 17th, 6-8pm.  QR Code created for registration. 

• Upcoming events: 

 Youth Bowling Event (date to be determined). 

 Jr. SPY Campout scheduled for July 25, 5:30pm through July 26, 9:30am, for youth grades 1st thru 5th grade. Location is Madalyn 

Schmucker’s home.  

Evangelism: 

• The committee last met in January; there have been no meetings since and no current updates. 

• An event at Lincoln Way Winery is scheduled for Friday, June 20, 2025. 
Property Committee: 

• Maintenance completed on the following: 

 Doorway repaired. 

 Cross light repaired. 

 Electrical outlet installed in broom closet for battery charging. 

 Deep Cleaning Discussion (especially Panda PK area): 

 Summer deep cleaning expectations for Panda (preschool) will be clarified by the Property Committee. 

 Tasks include cleaning panda chairs, wiping walls and cabinets, and other deep cleaning. 

 A detailed task list will be developed to be added to the current cleaning task list. 

 Panda will be required to remove their trash daily; a reminder will be given at the start of the school year.  

 Security cameras have been installed and are functioning well.  
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

June 11, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report Cont. 
 

Worship and Music: 

No report. 
Stewardship & Finance: 

No report. (See Pastor’s Report for stewardship updates.) 
At-Large: 

• No report. 

Pastor’s Report (May & June Combined): 

• Maternity Leave: Due date August 14. 

• Leave Plan: Pastor will take 8 weeks maternity leave + 2 weeks’ vacation. 

 Leader guides 1/3 completed. 

 Plans in place for Sunday coverage by Council (schedule and instructions distributed). Council members signed up for Sundays 

during leave (below). 

 “Worship Opener Schedule”. 

 
 

• Points Shared: 

 Easter worship attendance: Approx. 140 combined across both services; morning worship and breakfast had strong participation. 

 Five new acolytes trained. Current acolytes may continue to serve until their Confirmation at which time they may decide to stay 

on as an acolyte or come off the list. 

 Junior Leadership Training & VBS: Junior leader numbers are low; more volunteers still being recruited. 

Madalyn and Angie will handle VBS openings and closings. 
 

Date Council Opener 

Aug. 3 TBD 

Aug. 10 Brent Martin 

Aug. 17 Patty Gortner 

Aug. 24 Julia Morris 

Aug. 31 Jenn Crum 

Sept. 7 Deb Elser 

Sept. 14 Molly Hastings 

Sept. 21 Deb Elser 

Sept. 28 Jenn Crum 

Oct. 5 Roger Kamp 

Oct. 12 Brent Martin 

Oct. 19 TBD 

Page 10  The Messenger, July-August, 2025 



 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

June 11, 2025       7:00 PM           Secretary’s Report Cont. 
 

• Sept. 7 – Fair Sunday: 

 Discussion around declining attendance and cost. 

 Pastor will explore a lay-led prayer service or Bible study in place of the traditional service on this day. 

 Reformation Sunday will also serve as Confirmation Sunday. 

 Consecration Sunday: Scheduled for October 19; Pastor expected to return by then. 

 Outdoor Worship & Picnic: Scheduled for August 3. 

 Membership List: Birthday lists and related records are under review with Rita. 

 New Church Sign: Council members assigned to look at church signage for discussion at the next meeting. HOMEWORK 

 
Old Business / New Business: 

• Storage Discussion: 

 Angie requested a plan for permanent, uniform storage. 

 Suggestions included exploring options in the basement and nursery wall area. 

 Identified issue: Panda preschool occupies most current storage. 

 Madalyn noted as having detailed insight into space needs. 

Council to revisit this on a future agenda. 
A motion to explore storage solutions was made by Brent, seconded by Rita Roger. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjournment: 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Crum 

Council Secretary 
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

APRIL, 2024 
7      68    10 AM  / Live Stream: 17 
14    74    10 AM  / Live Stream:  15 
21    69    10 AM  / Live Stream: 16 
28    62    10 AM  / Live Stream: 33 
 
MAY, 2024 
5      65    10 AM  / Live Stream: 20 
12    71    10 AM  / Live Stream:  11 
19    63    10 AM  / Live Stream: 17 
26    78    10 AM  / Live Stream: 13 
 
JUNE, 2024 
2      75    10 AM  / Live Stream: 17 
9      71    10 AM  / Live Stream:  6 
16    57    10 AM  / Live Stream: 14 
23    45    10 AM  / Live Stream: 18 
30    90    10 AM  / Live Stream: 23 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APRIL, 2025 
2      26     Lenten Service 
6      84     10 AM  / Live Stream:  13 
9      25     Lenten Service 
13    97     10 AM  / Live Stream: 10 
17    22     7 PM  / Maundy Thursday 
18    33     7 PM  / Good Friday 
20    18     8:15 AM / Sunrise  
20  115     10 AM  / Live Stream: 21 
27    62     10 AM  / Live Stream: 24 
 
MAY, 2025 
4      53     10 AM / Live Stream: 15 
11    88     10 AM  / Live Stream:  12 
18    53     10 AM / Live Stream: N/A 
25    55     10 AM  / Live Stream:  11 
 
JUNE, 2025 
1      53     10 AM / Live Stream: 15 
8      88     10 AM  / Live Stream:  12 
15    81     10 AM / Live Stream: 16 
22          10 AM  / Live Stream:  

29          10 AM  / Live Stream:  
 
 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

 

 

2025/26 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

Sept/Oct, 2025                  Aug 18                        Aug 21 

Nov/Dec, 2025                  Oct 20                         Oct 23 

Jan/Feb, 2026                    Dec 22                        Dec 29 

Mar/April, 2026                 Feb 19                        Feb 23 

May/June, 2026                April 20                      April 23 

July/Aug, 2026              June 25               June 29 

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 4/30/2025 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

April Offerings $15,015 

Year-To-Date Offerings $54,009 

Projected Offerings $47,940 

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $53,218  

Checkbook Balance $29,884 

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack( $0 

Lenten Offerings $142 

     Total of $1210 to NW/NC Rel. Ed.   

Campbell Family  (Meal Donations) $1,105 

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,374 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,477 

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $42,110 

 (Pd. $5290 for brick/cement repair)  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $28,936 

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477 

    (Balance as of 12/31/2024)   

FINANCIAL CORNER 5/31/2025 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

May Offerings $9,884 

Year-To-Date Offerings $63,892 

Projected Offerings $59,220  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $65,030  

Checkbook Balance $28,025  

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Building Fund $70 

NW/NC Religious Ed. (Building) $6,520 

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $17,374 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,492  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $42,131 

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $29,226  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $105,477  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2024)   

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is emailed 
to those who have shared an email address with the 
church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.  
Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a 
copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

The Bookmobile Schedule  

BUS VISITS: 7/3, 7/24 @1:30-2:30 

 

Neighborhood Pantry Location 

7212 Ashland Road WAYNE COUNTY  

STOP at Neighborhood Pantry 
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

9451 ASHLAND ROAD 

WOOSTER, OH 44691 
 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED FROM MAILING: 

CALL 330-264-1986; EMAIL: OFFICE@STPETERELCA.ORG  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

YOUTH EVENTS — PAGE 6-8 
PANDA PRESCHOOL — PAGE 8

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

PLANS ARE IN THE WORKS TO HOLD OUR  

ANNUAL OUTDOR WORSHIP SERVICE AND PICNIC ON  

AUGUST 3, 2025 @ 10AM.  

 

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT IN THE WEEKLY MESSENGER FOR 
MORE DETAILS!  


