
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   
February-March, 2023 

“There’s no such thing as a stupid question.” You’ve probably had someone tell you this or even said it yourself, but do you really 
believe it? Let alone believing it in the world, do you believe that it’s true in the church? 

 

Often we interpret faith as the absence of questioning or doubt, but that simply isn’t the case. Faith is about asking questions, espe-
cially the questions that others are afraid to ask. Throughout the next few months, you’ll notice that our biblical texts are full of 
questions. Questions like:  

“Where is their God?” (Joel 2:17)  

“Why are the nations in an uproar?” (Psalm 2:1) 

“From where does our help come from?” (Psalm 121:1)  

“What does Scripture say?” (Romans 4:2)  

“How can these things be?” (John 3:9)  

“Why do you test the Lord?” (Exodus 17:2)  

“Where do you get that living water?” (John 4:11)  

“If salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?” (Matthew 5:13) 
 

If the Bible is filled with questions, surely our faithfulness allows, if not requires, questions as well.  

 

This Lent, we’ll tune into the biblical questions and ponder them alongside the biblical writers. We’ll also start asking our own ques-
tions. Maybe you’ve had something that you’ve been wondering about. Maybe it’s some part of the worship service or the way the 
sanctuary is set up. Maybe it’s a question about the Bible or Lutheran theology. Maybe you’ve never asked the question because 
you’re afraid it’s a “stupid question.”  
 

Beginning in the middle of February, there will be a basket in the back of the sanctuary for your questions where you can ask any-
thing and ask it anonymously. Starting during Lent, I’ll answer one or two questions during the announcements, and then dig into 
the biblical questions during the sermon.  

 

May you always remember that God welcomes us and all of our questions, even the one we think might be stupid.  

 Pastor Stephanie  

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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Updates for 2023:   

Please check over your     
family’s listing(s) and submit 
changes.  Submissions due by 
February 19. 

 

Would you like to be ADDED to  St.  Peter‘s 
church directory?  Submit name(s), address, 
phone, email,  birthdate, wedding date to the 
church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social & Outreach Committee will be planning 
a family game night on March 11th. Keep an eye 

out in the weekly messenger for more details! 

Valentine’s Blessings 
Social & Outreach is again organizing Valentine’s 

Blessings for our church members who are unable 
to join us on Sunday’s. All are welcome to write a 
card/note for these loved ones. A box will be pro-
vided in the Narthex. During Jr. Church on Febru-
ary 12th, our youth will be creating Valentine’s 

Bags for adding these cards to. Social & Outreach 
will deliver these bags sometime Valentine’s 

week. However, if you’d like to help with delivery, 
please come downstairs after church service on 
February 12th. Thanks so much for you love to 

others! 

Joyce Garner 

Richard & Debbie Haughn 

Marvin Weisgarber 

Eloise Snoddy 

Betty Kreiling 

Becky Hershey 

College & Military  

Care Packages 
The Evangelism Committee will be putting together 

care packages after church on Sunday, February 
5th. We are seeking donations for these care pack-
ages. If you are interested in helping, there is a do-

nation sign-up sheet in the back of the Narthex. 
You can contact Kristen Hudson with any ques-

tions.  Items are due by February 
5th and they will be mailed or de-

livered that following week.  
 

Thank you for contributing to this 
outreach!  

 

Benefit Love Brunch 

Sunday, February 26th 

Please join us following worship for a delicious meal! We will 

be serving a variety of foods purchased with funds from a 

Thrivent grant, so all donations will be given to the teacher of 

the Northwestern Religious Education program to purchase 

supplies and rewards for the students at the elementary 

school. We hope you’ll join us in supporting this awesome 

program as kids learn about God. Questions? See Jill Lemon/

Kim Koch, Social & Outreach Committee.  

 
 

Gracious Givers 
For the months of March & 
April, we will be donating to 

OneEighty’s new 12 bed wom-
en’s transitional house. They 

are in need of additional items 
to make it a home. We will be 

collecting:  

wash cloths, towels, pillows, twin sheets, and 
baskets for toiletries.  

Thank you for supporting this local program! 
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  Dear Congregation, 

Thank you so much for the gift cards for Christmas. I am so grate-
ful for your kindness and for all of your support for our youth. It 
is a privilege to serve such a wonderful congregation and an 
amazing group of kids! 
 

Thank you!  
Angie Yarwood 

 

St. Peter Church Family,  
 

Thank you so much for gift cards for Christmas! The love and 
kindness that you all show all year round is truly a blessing. I am 
so grateful to work with such a loving church family!  
 

Thank you! 
Madalyn Schmucker 

 

Dear Church Family,  
 

Thank you for the Christmas gift. I enjoy playing for you and ap-
preciate the help that you give me. God bless all of you. 
 

Sending Love,  
Kay Ringley 

 

St. Peter Church Friends,  
 

Thank you for the Christmas gift cards. I like to know what other 
want to hear and sing. Our Advent Devotional was a great way to 
learn each other’s favorite hymns. 
 

Looking forward to 2023 Sunday Worship, 
Kay Ringley 

 

St. Peter Lutheran Church,  
 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $500.00. Every 
dollar counts and we appreciate your contribution to our cause.  
 

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build homes, communities and hope. 
 

Thank you for your support!  
Beth Weaver, Habitat for Humanity  

 

Dear St. Peter’s Church,  
 

Thank you so, so much for the generous donation for Blessings in 
a Backpack! We are going to use it for groceries and other fun 
things for the kids. Thank you for always being such a huge sup-
port to our program! 
 

Love, 
Brook Kline 

 

Dear St. Peter Lutheran Church,  
 

Thank you for partnering with us by providing the support our 
ministry needs to accomplish our mission of helping women 
choose LIFE for their unborn children and share the hope of love  
of Christ with each one! We hope that you continue to stand 
with us in the upcoming year as we grow and further our mis-
sion. Please feel free to contact us by phone, Email or on our 
website at supportpccwayneoh.org. 
 

Sincerely,  
Bekah Hilty, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd Monday of 
every month at  9 AM.  

• February 20th 

• March 20th 

• April 17th  

  

A sign-up sheet will be available so we can 
prepare a table large enough for us.   
 

Men’s Breakfast will meet 
the 2nd Tuesday of every 

month at 9 AM. 

• February 14th 

• March 14th 

• April 11th 

        Join us for good food, GREAT  fellowship! 

 

 

Wednesday in the Word 

Looking for more Bible study in your life? 

Join us on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 PM (February 15, April 19) 

to read and reflect on the week’s lection-

ary texts. Contact Pastor Stephanie with 

questions.  
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

December 4, 2022        11:00am            Secretary’s Report 

Congregational Meeting 

 
The annual congregational meeting for St. Peter Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church was held on December 4, 2022, fol-
lowing worship.  Council president Jen Crum called the 
meeting to order. She thanked those for serving this past 
year and those for the work done to prepare for the 
agenda today. Minutes from last year’s meeting were 
read. Tyler Keener moved to accept the minutes as read; 
Joe Rice seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
The endowment disbursements in the amount of 
$3000.00 were presented. Dave Tegtmeier made a mo-
tion to accept the disbursements, Elly Rice seconded, and 
the motion carried. 
 
The budget was presented. Don Reichert made a motion 
to accept the budget; Marilyn Stull seconded, and the 
motion carried. 
 
The slate of officers and committee nominations was pre-
sented. President Jen Crum first made two corrections to 
the slate, adding Joni Hagans to the Evangelism Com-
mittee and Molly Hastings as chair and council rep for the 
Stewardship & Finance Committee. Brent Hostettler 
made a motion to accept the slate; C. F. Crum seconded, 
and the motion carried. 
 
There was no business from the floor. 
 
C. F. Crum made a motion to adjourn, Roger Kamp se-
conded, and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Joni Hagans 

Parish Council Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 11, 2022       7:00pm        Secretary’s Report 

Church Council met January 11, 2023, with ten members pre-
sent.  Molly Hastings was absent. President Joe Rice shared de-
votions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. We had 
a year end excess of $9,131. This was transferred to the building 
fund. 

Education and Youth committee rep Angie Yarwood shared their 
busy and successful December: forty two youth participated in 
the Christmas program; they shopped for three families in the 
community; and made ornaments for our tree and our shut-ins. 
 
Evangelism rep Kristen Hudson reported they will be meeting 
soon to plan the care packages for our college students. 
 
Social and Outreach committee is planning Valentine’s to share 
with our shut-ins with our youth group’s help. 
 
Worship and Music committee met January 4 and chose hymns 
through March 5. 
 
Properties committee rep Jon Kinney shared that Bill Redick 
plowed our parking lot for Christmas services. He will do an an-
nual walk through of the parsonage. Pastor’s office window was 
replaced. 
 
We were given Pastor Stephanie’s report of activities including 
pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently read-
ing; things to celebrate including new member interest; ending 
2022 with a financial surplus; and eight youth participating in 
communion instruction. March 18, and Easter is April 9. First 
Communion Sunday will be January 22. Ash Wednesday is Feb-
ruary 22. There will be a private baptism on Pastor Stephanie 
will be planning for Lent, planning long-term goal setting, and 
meeting with our staff for annual evaluations with the goal for 
each staff member to have the opportunity to share their per-
spectives. She reviewed her communication policy with council. 
 
We discussed our cancellation policy and updated that the exec-
utive committee would help make the decision instead of the 
Pastor alone. We hope to get our new task force to develop 
safety procedures for events and services in place soon. Com-
mittee chairs were given a self-assessment form to fill out at 
their next meeting. Council members signed up for duties for 
the year. Pastor Stephanie’s contract was signed. 
  
Joni Hagans made a motion to sign the contract with the Wayne 
County Board of Elections to be a polling location again this 
year. Rita Tegtmeier seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
Our next meeting will be February 8 at 7:00 pm. We closed the 
meeting with prayer. 

 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 
 



 LET’S SHOW OUR VETERANS LOVE – Friday, February 17th   
   SPYA will be doing a Veterans outreach project to show our appreciation to those who have 
served our country. Watch the Weekly Messenger and Facebook Page for more details!  

 

 SPYA GAME NIGHT – Saturday, March 25th  at 5:30-8:30 @ Yarwood’s House   
   Bring your game face! We will have a SPYA game night on Saturday, March 25th at the Yar-
wood’s house. We have a very competitive group – this is guaranteed to be a great time with 
lots of laughs!  

 

 WAYNE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY – Tuesday, April 11th  at 11:30   
   SPYA had so much fun at the Wayne County Humane Society last year, we are going back for 
more! Spend an afternoon of your spring break loving on the dogs and cats who need special 
attention. Tuesday, April 11th at 11:30 we will meet up at the church, go out to lunch, and 
then head to the Humane Society for a couple of hours. Watch the Facebook page for sign 
ups when it get’s closer.  

Page 5  The Messenger, February-March, 2023                       

YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

February will be a busy month at Panda! We will 
discuss  Goundhog Day, healthy teeth and how to 
love the Lord with all your heart.  

There will be no school Friday, February 17th or 
Monday, February 20th for Teacher’s Inservice/
President’s Day.  

In March we will be talking about those tricky lepre-
chauns, have our weather units, and learn about 
plants. We will also have conferences for the 4/5’s.  

We begin registration for the 2023/24 school year.  

Call the office for a registration packet: 330-264-
1986; or download a packet from the website. Stpe-
terelca.org 
 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More events, announcements, and updates will 
be posted on the SPYA! Facebook page…. Join 

the Facebook group so you don’t miss out! 
Please contact Angie to be added to the group - 
it is a private page and can only be accessed if 

you are added by an administrator. 



Page 6  The Messenger, February-March, 2023                

 

WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER, 2022 
6      106   10 AM / Live Stream: 13 

13     98    10 AM / Live Stream: 12 

20     87    10 AM / Live Stream: 28 

27     99    10 AM  / Live Stream: 12 
   

DECMEBER, 2022 
4    132  10 AM  / Live Stream: 20 

11  141  10 AM / Live Stream:  54 

18    67  10 AM / Live Stream:  29 

24    0    10 AM  Christmas Eve/LS:  47 
35    0    10 AM  Christmas Day/LS: 33 

NOV, 2021 
7      96    10 AM   

14    74    10 AM    

21    96    10 AM    

28    89    10 AM    
 

DEC, 2021 
5      91    10 AM  
12    87    10 AM    

19  142    10 AM    

24    41    5 PM    

24    90    7:30 PM    
26    36    10 AM    

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

 

 

2023 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

February/March, 2023     January 16                January 20 
April/May, 2023                March 20                  March 24 
June/July, 2023             May 22                      May 26 
Aug/Sept, 2023                  July  24                July 28  
Oct/Nov, 2023                   Sept 18                       Sept 22 
Dec/Jan 2023/24               Nov 13                       Nov 17 
 

 

 

The Bookmobile Schedule  

Dates: 2/9, 3/2, 3/23,4/13, 5/4 

New  Pittsburg 2:30-3:15 PM.   
 

Watch for the updated schedule. 

https://www.wcpl.info/hrsloc/bookmobile 

 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is emailed 
to those who have shared an email address with the 
church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with no email.  
Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or prefer a 
copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

FINANCIAL CORNER 12/31/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

December Offerings $14,425 

Year-To-Date Offerings $148,533  

Projected Offerings $135,000  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $139,402  

Checkbook Balance $28,785 

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack) $35  

Weekday Rel. Ed. $100 

Building Fund $70 

  

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $20,466  

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,069  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $38,745  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $23,937  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $101,805  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2022)   

FINANCIAL CORNER 11/30/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

November Offerings $14,688  

Year-To-Date Offerings $134,108  

Projected Offerings $124,608  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $126,585  

Checkbook Balance $37,867  

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack) $88  

Luncheon for Bless/Back (Thanks. Meals) $766 

SPYA! Youth Donation $250 

Building Fund $70 

    

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $20,116 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,054  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $29,319  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $22,744  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2021)   

SPECIAL DATES IN FEBRUARY:   

Black History Month: February 1-28, 2023 
Valentine’s Day: February 14, 2023 
Transfiguration Sunday: February 19, 2023 
President’s Day: February 20, 2023 
Ash Wednesday: February 22, 2023 
 
 

SPECIAL DATES IN MARCH:   

World Day of Prayer: March 3, 2023 
Daylight Savings: March 12, 2023 
St. Patrick’s Day: March 17, 2023 
First Day oof Spring: March 20, 2023 



Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 11/22/22 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events — Page 5 

Panda Preschool — Page 5
  

   

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

February 22 at 7:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday will include communion. The service will be live 
streamed.  

Watch for more information in the Weekly Messenger  about Lenten 
happenings. 

 


