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 St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, Ohio 
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Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
Phone: 419-706-5072    •    Email: pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
Hymns from ELW 

10:00 A.M. 
 

We often focus on what we believe and what Jesus teaches 
the disciples to believe. Less frequently do we focus on what 
God calls us to DO. This fall, we will search the scriptures for 
what God calls us to do, both in the church and in the world.  
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Order of Service 
 

  

PRELUDE                                   Still, Still, Still                           Kay Ringley 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

*GATHERING SONG          Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                       ELW 244 

  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 

 

As we await Christ’s coming, let us confess our sins before God and one 

another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name.  

Amen. 

 

People of God, 

a new hope is growing in us,  

by water and the Spirit you are joined to God. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Glory (ELW Setting 10)  

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord God, stir up our hearts to prepare the way of your only Son. By 

his coming, nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Assembly is seated. 
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING                                          The Hostettler Family                                        

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot 

from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will 

deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of 

hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, 

transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and 

fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

 
(Light Candles) 

O people of hope, come,  

let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 

 
*SONG OF LIGHT   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah   (vs 2 only) 

 
 

Youth are released for Jr. Church. 

FIRST READING:    Isaiah 11:1-10 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

          1Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to a king's son. 

 2May he judge your people with righteousness, 

 and your poor with justice. 

 3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live while the sun endures, 
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 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his days may righteousness flourish 

 and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

 18Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

 19Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

 may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen. 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
               4Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Alleluia, ELW Setting 3)  

  

*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 

the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 

he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say 

to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the 

ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork 

is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
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wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON                                    Unpredictable Peace              Pastor Stephanie 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry           ELW 249 
 
The assembly stands.  
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 
world that yearns for new hope. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Assembly is seated. 
 
OFFERING                            In a Manger Bed                   Kay Ringley 
 
The assembly stands 
 
*OFFERTORY HYMN   Create in Me a Clean Heart ( WOV 732) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom  

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive our gifts, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice.  

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

(The table is prepared)  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
 

PREFACE – (Sung)    

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW Setting 3) 

  
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
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*LORD’S PRAYER               

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

The assembly may be seated.   

LAMB OF GOD   (ELW Setting 3)  

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                                          Kay Ringley  

*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION   
The body and blood of our Lord and Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Faithful God,  
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heave to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future,  
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
*SUNG BLESSING to the tune of “Edelweiss” 

   May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 
   Grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor. 
   Lift up your eyes and see His face, and His grace forever. 
   May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 

 
*BLESSING  
God the eternal Word,  
who dwells with us in Jesus,  
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN               Prepare The Royal Highway                    ELW 264 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*POSTLUDE               It Came Upon the Midnight Clear             Kay Ringley 
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