
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   
December-January, 2022/23 

 

It may be past Thanksgiving, but it is never past time for giving thanks. A few weeks ago, Angie spent time in 
Junior Church thinking about what it would look like to live thanks, rather than simply to give thanks with our 
words. It’s an idea worthy of our consideration.  

 

How can we live thanks as we enter the busy consumerism that has taken over Advent?  

How can we live thanks as we celebrate the greatest gift God has ever given us at Christmas? How can we live 
thanks as we look forward to a new year and a clean slate? 

 

Living thanks requires more than saying thank you or sending a thank you card. Living thanks requires re-
sponding to the many gifts that God and others have given to us. The question then, is simple: How will we 
respond to the gifts we’ve received? 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard someone say, “Thank you just doesn’t seem like enough,” or perhaps you’ve even said 
it yourself. While saying thank you is a big action all on its own, living thanks asks us to do more. Living thanks 
requires us to move forward each day with gratitude for everything that we have and to respond with our ac-
tions.  

 

May you be alive with thanks this holiday season as you await and celebrate the birth of the King. 
 

 Pastor Stephanie  

 

 

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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    Poinsettias 
Order your poinsettias early to adorn the sanctuary 

this Christmas season. Sign up at the back table.  

Cost: $12 for 6” pot (single stem) plant from Buehler’s 

Please note if given in memory of someone. Choice of: red, white, pink 

Place cash or check in envelope (written to St. Peter with notation: Poin-

settia)  in offering plate. 

Last day to order: November 30th—NOTICE EARLY CUT OFF DATE 

Please take plants home following Christmas services.  

 
Updates for 2023:   

Please check over your family’s 
listing(s) and submit changes.  
Submissions due by January 22. 

 

Would you like to be ADDED to  St.  Peter‘s church 
directory?  Submit name(s), address, phone, email,  
birthdate, wedding date to the church office.   

 

Are you interested in joining St. Peter? Curious about 
what membership means? Join Pastor Stephanie at 
9:00am on January 8 to learn more about making a 

commitment to the body of Christ at St. Peter. 

Bell Ringing   

St Peter will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army on 
Friday, November 25th, from 9 am -3 pm at Tractor 
Supply Company (indoors)in Wooster.  Please sign up 
for a one hour session; at least 2 volunteers per ses-
sion if possible.  Little ones are welcome to participate 
with parental supervision. Sign-up sheet 
is on the Volunteer Board on the back 
wall of the Sanctuary.  Thank you for 
helping with this worthy cause.  

Christmas Caroling 

Christmas caroling is planned for Sunday, Decem-
ber 4th after our church service.  This outing 

warms the hearts of the recipients but also the 
singers’ hearts too.  
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Dear Congregation of St. Peter, 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful purse and lovely 
card! It has been such a blessing to serve the children 
of St. Peter. It is amazing to look back over my life at 
the paths God has taken me on, and I am so incredibly 
grateful that His path led me home. To serve a con-
gregation that knows me, loves me, and appreciates 
me is a tremendous gift! 

 

Thank you,  

Angie Yarwood 

 

 

Beloved St. Peter, 
 
Thank you so much for your generous gifts and recep-
tion for Pastor Appreciation Month. I am so grateful 
for your continued partnership in ministry. Your faith-
ful service to God and our community continues to 
inspire me as we work together to do God’s will. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Stephanie 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd Monday of 
every month at  9 AM.  

• December 19th 

• January 16th 

• February 20th  

  

A sign-up sheet will be available so Buehler’s 
can prepare a table large enough for us.   
 

Men’s Breakfast will meet 
the 2nd Tuesday of every 

month at 9 AM. 

• December 13th 

• January 10th 

• February 14th 

        Join us for good food, GREAT  fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday in the Word 

Looking for more Bible study in your life? Join us on the third Wednesday of the month at 

7:00 PM (December 21st, January 18th) to read and reflect on the week’s lectionary texts. 

Contact Pastor Stephanie with questions.  



Page 4  The Messenger, December-January, 2022                       

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

October 12, 2022        7:00pm                Secretary’s Report 

Church Council met October 12, 2022, with eight members 
present. Bob Neer and Angie Yarwood were absent. Julie Nol-
letti shared devotions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. 

Committee Chairpersons gave their reports. The Education and 
Youth committee set November 6 as the date for a fundraiser 
to provide food for a Thanksgiving meal through Blessings in a 
Backpack. The children’s Christmas program will be December 
11. It was reported SPYA served an appreciation meal to the 
New Pittsburg Fire Department prior to their meeting. 

Evangelism chair Julie Nolletti reported the church pictorial 
directory has gone to the printer’s. We will be participating in 
Trunk or Treat. Candy should be donated by October 23. 

Social and Outreach committee rep Kim Koch reminded us that 
October 16 is the wiener roast at the Tegtmeiers. The annual 
Rabbit Supper will be November 16. Ringing bells for the Salva-
tion Army is planned and caroling will be December 4 following 
worship. 

Worship and Music committee will have the acolyte robes 
cleaned. 

The Stewardship committee will mail pledge cards to all mem-
bers. They will be due back by October 30. 

We were given Pastor Stephanie’s report of activities including 
pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently read-
ing; things to celebrate and upcoming events planned. Refor-
mation Sunday is October 30 and All Saints Sunday is Novem-
ber 6. She will be on continuing education leave 11/28-12/4. 
Council discussed simplifying staff evaluations and voted to 
move them to January/February. We discussed times for 
Christmas Eve services and the format for Christmas morning 
service since it falls on a Sunday. 

President Jen Crum made a motion to establish a task force to 
develop safety procedures for events and services. Pastor 
Stephanie seconded, and the motion carried. We discussed the 
need for youth safety procedures also. Joe Rice tested our AED 
to ensure it is in good working order. 
We instructed church administrator Madalyn Schmucker to 
purchase a new monitor. It was agreed to move the safe in the 
office to the parsonage basement as we do not need it. 
The Nominating Committee should be contacting committee 
chairs and getting a slate prepared for the annual congrega-
tional meeting on December 4. 
We closed the meeting with prayer. Next meeting will be No-
vember 9 at 7:00pm. 

 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 

November 9, 2022       7:00pm        Secretary’s Report 

Church Council met November 9, 2022, with seven members present. 
Bob Neer, Kim Koch, and Angie Yarwood were absent. Jen Crum shared 
devotions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. The Lion’s Club 
gave a $400 donation toward our dumpster fees. 

The Education and Youth committee has a sign up sheet on the back 
table for children wishing to participate in the Christmas program on 
December 11. The annual shopping trip will be November 20. There are 
four families to buy for. Pizza will be provided before the shopping trip. 
The youth will also be making ornaments for our tree in the sanctuary. 
SPYA will decorate our tree. The recent fundraiser to provide food for a 
Thanksgiving meal through Blessings in a Backpack raised $700. 
Evangelism chair Julie Nolletti reported the church pictorial directories 
have arrived. 
Social and Outreach committee is hosting the annual Rabbit Supper on 
November 16. Ringing bells for the Salvation Army is planned and carol-
ing will be December 4 following worship. 
Worship and Music committee chair Dave Tegtmeier announced Christ-
mas Eve services will be at 5:00 and 7:00. There will be worship on 
Christmas Day. January 1 will be our Lessons and Carols service. 
The Stewardship committee will be working on the budget with Treas-
urer Rita Tegtmeier. 
We were given Pastor Stephanie’s report of activities including pastoral 
care; visits and meetings; books she is currently reading; things to cele-
brate including SPYA serving the NPFD a meal at their monthly meeting; 
fifty in attendance at Tegtmeier’s wiener roast; three hundred kids 
came through Trunk or Treat; raising $700 for Blessings in a backpack; 
and a meaningful All Saints Sunday service with youth participation. 
Pastor Stephanie will be on continuing education leave 11/28-12/4. 
Council approved a staff evaluation proposal in which the pastor will 
have individual conversations with our staff members and our outgoing 
president will have an individual conversation with the pastor in Janu-
ary. This feedback will be brought to council in February. Committees 
will have a much simpler self evaluation form which will be due back in 
April. The annual congregational meeting will be December 4 following 
worship. Pastor Stephanie will be on vacation December 26 – January 
1. Council approved allowing her to take her last Sunday vacation for 
2022 on January 1, 2023. 
We have one volunteer for our new task force to develop safety proce-
dures for events and services. We will pursue this more in January. 
We instructed church administrator Madalyn Schmucker to purchase a 
new monitor. Council also gave approval for a new desk for Pastor 
Stephanie and new chairs in the office as needed. 
Nominating Committee chair Ruth Ann Keener submitted a full slate of 
officers and committee members to be voted on at the annual meeting. 
Julie Nolletti moved we accept the slate, Dave Tegtmeier seconded, 
and the motion carried. Many thanks to Ruth Ann and team! 
The Endowment committee submitted their disbursements totaling 
$3000.00. Joe Rice moved to accept the disbursements, Dave Tegtmei-
er seconded, and the motion carried. 
Discussion was held about our prayer requests. They will be listed for 
four weeks and then removed. Anyone wishing to, may add their re-
quest again. This will help our list remain current and our prayers more 
focused. 
Council’s December gathering will be at Lincoln Way Vineyards on De-
cember 8. Spouses and new council reps and their spouses are invited. 
Council acknowledged receipt of LORAC minutes of October 20. 
Our next meeting will be January 11 at 7:00 pm. We closed the meeting 
with prayer. 
 
Joni Hagans, Parish Council Secretary 



There will NO Jr. Church on December 25th and 
January 1st!  
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

What a beautiful time of year to be surrounded with 
children. ☺ 

In December we will be centering our activities 
around Christmas and Christ’s birth.  Our Christmas 
parties will be held on December 14 & 15.  Panda 
will be closed December 16 through January 3.  
School will reconvene on January 4, 2023. 

In January we will learn how God provides for the ani-
mals, discuss snowmen and various other winter  activi-
ties.   

There will be no school January 16  in observance of 
Martin Luther King. 

Merry Christmas!  May you and your family have a 
blessed holiday season! 
 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More events, announcements, and updates will 
be posted on the SPYA! Facebook page…. Join 

the Facebook group so you don’t miss out! 
Please contact Angie to be added to the group - 
it is a private page and can only be accessed if 

you are added by an administrator. 

First Communion 
Monday, January 16th @ 1-3 PM 

Do you have a child ready 
for First Communion? On 
Monday, January 16, 1-3  
Pastor Stephanie will 
gather with any youth 
ready for communion in-
struction. We’ll bake 
communion bread and 
learn the importance of 
communion for our faith. Please contact Pastor 
Stephanie to let her know you’ll be coming. 

 
 
 

Confirmation is a time when our youth affirm their 
faith. In Lutheran tradition, this is an important rite 
of passage that often takes place in middle school. 
Pastor Stephanie is preparing a confirmation class 
for any students in middle or high school that have 
not been confirmed. There will be a brief meeting 
for interested parents and youth after worship on 

December 18. If you cannot make the meeting, 
please contact Pastor Stephanie. 
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WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER, 2022 
4      54    10 AM / Live Stream: 13 

11    59    10 AM / Live Stream: 19 

18    80    10 AM / Live Stream: 19 

25    62    10 AM  / Live Stream: 14 
   

OCTOBER, 2022 
2      68    10 AM  / Live Stream: 27 

9      75    10 AM / Live Stream:  19 

16    65    10 AM / Live Stream:  7 

23    57    10 AM  / Live Stream:  13 
30    61    10 AM  (Reformation Sunday)/ LS: 13 

SEPT, 2021 
5      64    10 AM   

12    44    10 AM    

19    52    10 AM    

26    74    10 AM    
 
 

OCTOBER, 2021 
3      44    10 AM  
10    67    10 AM    

17    51    10 AM    

24    63    10 AM    

31    74    10 AM    

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

 

 

2022 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

December/Jan, 2023     November  13       November 18 
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 

February/March, 2023     January 16                January 20 
April/May, 2023                March 20                  March 24 
June/July, 2023             May 22                      May 26 
 

 

 

 

The Bookmobile Schedule  

Dates: 12/1, 12/22  

New  Pittsburg 2:30-3:30 PM.   
 

Watch for the updated schedule. 

https://www.wcpl.info/hrsloc/bookmobile 

 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is 
emailed to those who have shared an email address 
with the church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with 
no email.  Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or 
prefer a copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

FINANCIAL CORNER 9/31/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

September Offerings $10,526 

Year-To-Date Offerings $105,532  

Projected Offerings $101,244  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $104,814  

Checkbook Balance $30,594 

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack) $44  

Building Fund $15 

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $19,965  

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,025  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $29,290  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $23,345  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2021)   

FINANCIAL CORNER 10/31/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

October Offerings $13,889  

Year-To-Date Offerings $119,420  

Projected Offerings $114,224  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $115,943  

Checkbook Balance $33,436  

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (Blessings/Backpack) $43  

West Salem Outreach $145  

Building Fund $140  

  

    

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $20,115 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,040  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $29,305  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $22,343  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2021)   

Upcoming Events: 
Keep an eye out for more information 
on Valentine’s  cards for shut –ins!  
 



Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 11/22/22 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events — Page 5 

Panda Preschool — Page 5
  

   

DECEMBER 24, 2022 

Services at 5:00 & 7:00 P.M.  

St. Peter will have two Christmas Eve services this year.   
Both will include Holy Communion and candle lighting. 

A Children’s Moment will be included at the 5 PM service.  
 

  

We hope you will join us as we celebrate God’s gift of himself for us! 

 


