
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   
October-November, 2022 

“Don’t you believe that pastors can read minds?” I asked a little one this question recently and watched them shake their head in an 
exasperated no. It was a silly question for them, but perhaps not for the more mature among us.  

 

In many cases, we do assume that pastors can read minds, wondering why they haven’t reached out about this illness or that birth, 
maybe even assuming that the pastor has forgotten about us.  

 

Despite living in an age of information, there are also many communication barriers. Since 1996, HIPAA has protected health infor-
mation and thus stopped an open flow of information to churches. Social media can give us the false illusion that everyone knows 
what is happening because we’ve posted about it. But no matter how public our social media posts are, they are not a direct call for 
help. Additionally, the fact that so many in this congregation are related or close friends means that news often travels fast in this 
congregation, but that doesn’t mean it makes it to the pastor. All of these things complicate communication and make it difficult for 
me to hear about pastoral needs. 

 

I say all of this to remind each of you that I want to be there for you in your times of need. But, in order for me to be there for you, I 
need you to tell me. There are many ways I can help: phone calls, texts, emails, visits, prayers, prayer chain emails, arranging other 
care from congregation members.  

 

Each of you are unique and beloved children of God, in need of care in different ways. Some may want to be on the prayer chain, 
but to hear nothing from me directly. Others may want complete confidentiality for their concern with nothing going out to the 
prayer chain or anyone else. Still others may want prayer chain support and personal pastoral care from me. All of these are possi-
bilities, but only if I know that you have a concern. 

 

I value both your concerns and your privacy. As an introvert, I keep my personal matters confidential far more often than I share 
them. Thus, the best way I can ensure that you desire my presence in your current situation is if you or an immediate family mem-
ber contact me or the church office.  

 

  Pastor Stephanie  

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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Fall Gathering 
Come join us for a fun fall gathering at The Tegtmeier’s on Sunday, October 16th.  

 

Come hungry, as supper will be provided and begin cooking over the fire at 6 PM. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jill, Rita or the S&O committee! 
 

Sing alongs will be warming our hearts too, as Sherry Crumley will be leading us and 

playing her guitar!  Anyone who’d love to join in, but isn’t comfortable driving after 

dark, please contact Sharon @ 330-317-4182.  Ride alongs will sure be offered!  

We hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

September is ending and here comes October! The 

month of October gives us changing leaves and   

colors of red, orange and yellows. Each day seems to 

bring changes. Each day brings us another chance to 

appreciate God’s world. How appropriate to also 

have October designated as Clergy Appreciation 

Month. Now, that does not mean this month is the 

only month we appreciate Pastor Stephanie! This 

does give us the perfect time to voice our             

appreciation for all of the many things she does. 

Please take this opportunity to join us in thanking 

Pastor Stephanie for guiding us this year.  

You, Pastor, are truly appreciated!  

Mutual Ministry 

93rd 

 

 

 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022  

Time TBD. 

 

This annual banquet has provided many 
evenings of fun and entertainment.  Plan 
to bring the family, neighbors, & friends. 

Many hands will be needed for dinner 
prep, so watch for the sign-up sheets and 
information in the Weekly Messenger.  
Sharon Martin is organizing the meal.  

A time of entertainment is being planned 
to follow the meal, any suggestions should 
be shared with Sharon Martin. 

 

 

❖ Please bring your own table service. ❖ 

 

Good Food!  Good Fellowship!  A wonderful event...for 93 years!!! 
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ALL SAINTS DAY 

On November 6th, we’ll remember those saints 

that have gone ahead of us. Please bring in pic-

tures of your saints. Also let us know the names of 

your loved ones who have died in the last year so 

that we can include them by name in the prayers. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Stephanie or the church office. 

 

           

    Congregation Fundraiser 

   DONATION DRIVE 

 

LORAC (Leaders of Rural Area Congregations) is collect-
ing gently-worn and new coats, hats, gloves and winter 
clothing for Hillsdale Cares’ Coat Giveaway. 

All donations are due to St. Peter by noon on Monday, 
October 3rd.  

Sweatshirts, hoodies, hats, gloves, & scarves are also 
appreciated! A collection box is at the back table.  

Thank you for your generosity!  

The give away is at Jeromesville Christian Church on Fri-
day, October 14, 6-8 PM and Saturday, October 15, 1-3 
PM.  

Wednesday in the Word 

 

Looking for more Bible study in your life? 

Join us on the third Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 PM (October 19, November 

16) to read and reflect on the week’s lection-

ary texts. Contact Pastor Stephanie with 

questions.  

OCTOBER:   
STEWARDSHIP MONTH  
   

It’s again time to think about 

God’s generous love and to 

plan how we will give back to 

God. Throughout October, we’ll hear stories of    

generosity in this congregation. Then, on October 

23rd , we will collect 2023 pledge cards. If you 

have a story of generosity or have questions, 

please contact Pastor Stephanie. 

Time and talent sheets will be due November 20th.  

These will be passed out and discussed during wor-

ship, then collected during the service.  
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St. Peter’s, 
 

We want to thank you for the arrangement send in 
Don’s memory. Your gesture in remembrance of him 
was deeply appreciated. So, thank you for that and all 
the other things large & small the church did for our 
family. 
 
Bless you all,  
 

The Family of Don Hershey 

 

 

 

Dear St. Peter Family,  
 
Thank you for all that you have contributed to support 
us during mom’s passing. The cards, prayers, flowers 
& lunch after the service. We appreciate all of you. 
 
 

Rob & Molly Hastings 

Nancy Hider 

Mike & Donna Sloan 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s, 

 

Just a word of thanks; it was overwhelming to see 
good people doing great things. You all encompass 
what small community is all about: people helping 
people. If I learned anything that day, it was that 
don’t ever think as one person you can’t make a 
difference. Because, on that day, I’m sure Devon was 
looking down on all of us and saying “I made a differ-
ence”. She was and forever will be known for making 
a difference. 

 

Thank you, St. Peter Lutheran Church, you also have 
made a difference.  

 

Gary & Rhonda Kline 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Breakfast will meet the 3rd Monday of 
every month at  9 AM.  

• October 17th  

• November 21st  

  

A sign-up sheet will be available so Buehler’s 
can prepare a table large enough for us.   
 

Please join us for good food and GREAT fel-
lowship!  

Men’s Breakfast will meet 
the 2nd Tuesday of every 

month at 9 AM. 

• October 11th 

• November 8th  

Join us for good food, GREAT  fellowship! 

 

 

It’s time again to 
submit your 
contribution for 
the Advent De-
votional! This 
year instead of 
writing a reflec-
tion or story 
about a pas-

sage of scripture, we’d like to encourage you to 
write about your favorite song, whether it be a 
hymn, contemporary Christian song, or even your 
favorite rock, country, classical, or pop hit. How 
does this song help you connect to God? What 
scripture does it remind you of? What sacred mo-
ment did you have while listening to it? Or even 
get more creative- maybe it’s the song of crickets 
or roosters or cows that help you connect to God. 
Maybe you have a psalm that dances through 
your head on good days and bad days. All sacred 
connections to song and music welcome whether 
you’re a virtuoso or can’t  carry a tune in a buck-
et! Please include a lyric from the song at the top 
of your submission. Contact Bill Pim or Pastor 
Stephanie with questions.  
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

August 10, 2022        7:00pm            Secretary’s Report 

Church Council met August 10, 2022, with eight members 
present. Bob Neer and Joe Rice were absent. Don 
Reichert shared devotions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. 

Committee Chairpersons gave their reports. Angie Yar-
wood reported the Education and Youth committee had a 
successful VBS with 73 in attendance; 39 volunteers and 
many donations. A special thank you goes out to the Der-
flingers for providing dinner and CR Blooms for sponsor-
ing one of those dinners. SPYA has welcomed six new 
youth as a direct result of VBS.  This fall, the committee 
will be recognizing students entering 7th grade as they 
“graduate” from Junior Church. We hope to keep them 
active as acolytes, lay readers, and nursery helpers. 

Evangelism committee chair Julie Nolletti reported the 
photographer for our new pictorial directory will be here 
August 11, 12, and 13. Every family or individual member 
participating will receive a free 8x10 photo and a directo-
ry. This will be open to community as well. Scheduling is 
underway. 

Social and Outreach committee rep Kim Koch reported 
nineteen adults attended the social gathering at Lincoln-
way Vineyards on May 27. October 16 will be the date for 
a wiener roast at the Tegtmeiers. Gracious Givers recipi-
ent is Panda Preschool. 

Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities in-
cluding pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is 
currently reading; and upcoming events planned. She 
shared “Things to Celebrate” including VBS week and 
continued connections with VBS attendees. She created 
pie charts to show us how her time is divided among wor-
ship, pastoral care, administration, and community. She 
will take a week of vacation 8/29-9/4. She will be in the 
area and will cover emergency pastoral care. Rev. Tom 
Snyder will be presiding on Sunday, September 4. 

Pastor Stephanie closed the meeting with prayer. Next 
meeting will be September 7 at 7:00pm. This is one week 
earlier due to the Wayne County Fair. 

 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 

September 7, 2022       7:00pm        Secretary’s Report 

Church Council met September 7, 2022, with six members 
present. Bob Neer, Julie Nolletti,  Joe Rice, and Pastor 
Stephanie were absent. Joni Hagans shared devotions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. 

Committee Chairpersons gave their reports. Angie Yarwood 
reported the Education and Youth committee had a suc-
cessful Blessings of the Backpacks with approximately 30 
students in attendance. They were given backpack tags and 
enjoyed ice cream sandwiches.  Acolyte training and sched-
uling has begun. Duties begin October 2. 

Social and Outreach committee rep Kim Koch reminded us 
that October 16 is the wiener roast at the Tegtmeiers. Gra-
cious Givers recipient for September is clothing for North-
western and Black River Elementary schools. 

Worship and Music committee met September 7 and rec-
ommended to council to reinstate the Sharing of the Peace 
during worship. While there was some hesitation going into 
cold and flu season, we are hopeful that those who are not 
comfortable with physical contact will be seated with folded 
hands. This will be a signal that one does not wish to shake 
hands. 

We were given Pastor Stephanie’s report of activities includ-
ing pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently 
reading; and upcoming events planned. She shared “Things 
to Celebrate” including nine acolytes trained with 3-4 more 
still to be trained; the outpouring of support for grieving 
families (the Neer Benefit raised $22,000.00); and the first 
Wednesday in the Word Bible Study had five in attendance.   

We reviewed the draft for safety procedures. Council would 
like to do a walk through to get familiar with the location of 
fire extinguishers, smoke alarms, and first aid kits. 
We also reviewed a new copier lease from ComDoc. Joni 
Hagans made a motion to move forward with the proposal; 
Dave Tegtmeier seconded, and the motion carried. 
Property committee was reminded of the water leak on the 
east wall in the fellowship hall. Greg Hagans will investigate 
where the water is coming from. 
It is time for annual evaluations of staff members. Forms 
will be handed out next month. The Nominating Committee 
should be contacting committee chairs soon as well to learn 
which members will serve another term or not. The Stew-
ardship committee will be planning Consecration Sunday. 
We closed the meeting with the Lord’s prayer. Next meeting 
will be October 12 at 7:00pm. 

 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 
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Nona Becker 

Nona was born 93 years ago on her parents’ farm just west of the Rice Farm on 250. She is the youngest of 

eleven Arnold siblings. They all were faithful members of St. Peter Lutheran Church. Nona was baptized and con-

firmed here. In 1937, her parents bought a farm on Ickes Road, and they transferred to Reedsburg Lutheran Church 

where she sang in the choir. She often sang duets with her sister Loy. She taught Sunday School most of her adult life 

until Reedsburg closed in 2020.  

 

She attended New Pittsburg and Mt. Wisdom grade schools, then Wooster High School. She married Richard Hixson in 

1947. They had five children who are all married. 

 

In 1957, she married Ken Becker, Sr. and has lived on the Becker Farm on Route 30A for 

the past 65 years. 

 

She was a good seamstress; sewing clothes for her family and others. She made Raggedy 

Andy and Raggedy Ann dolls; some 3 feet tall. She also refurnished furniture and re-

caned chairs. She has 14 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren, two great-great grand-

children, and two step-children.  

She enjoys doing sudoku puzzles, fill-ins, word searches, reading, and taking short walks. 

She is glad to be back at St. Peter, where she has numerous nieces and nephews. 

 

Elly Rice, niece 

I was pleased to interview my aunt because we share many childhood memories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stacey VanWinkle 

Stacey grew up in Ashland, Ohio she graduated from Ashland High School in 2004. 
She has a daughter, Aly, who is 15 and is a freshman at Northwestern High School. 
She also has a bonus son, Braiden, who is 17 and is a senior at Northwestern. 

Stacey’s grandma, Margaret Steward, grew up just down the road in Reedsburg, 
and she was the one who started Stacey on her faith journey by taking her to 
church with her when she was growing up. 

She shares that what brought her to St. Peter was that her daughter went to Panda 
Preschool and everyone was so nice that she decided to come to a Sunday Service.  

Stacey also shares that she suffers from Brain Cysts (Arachnoid Cysts) and Postural 
Orthostatic Tachycardia Syndrome (POTS)  as well as seizures. She loves watching her cousin race in NASCAR and is a 
big sports fan (Denver Broncos, Boston RedSox, Boston Bruins, Boston Celtics, and Alabama Crimson Tide). She says 
she is a crazy cat lady who also loves butterflies and praying mantises. Stacey shared that another cool thing is that 
cousin an 80’s rapper.  

Stacey also serves as our church custodian, keeping things shiny and clean.  

Interviewed by Kelley Rice 



HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON! 

 

Tuesday October 4  -  New Pittsburg Fire Department  

We will be preparing and serving a meal to the NPFD on Tuesday, October 
4th. Please watch the Weekly Messenger and Facebook Page for more de-
tails. 
 
Saturday October 29 @ 7PM 
We will be hanging out at the parsonage immediately following Trick or Treat 
on October 29th. Let’s meet in the church parking lot at 7. We will have 
snacks, games, and lots of laughs, as always! 

    
 
 
 
 
More events, announcements, and updates will be posted on the SPYA! Facebook page…. Join the Facebook group 
so you don’t miss out! Please contact Angie to be added to the group - it is a private page and can only be accessed 
if you are added by an administrator. 
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

Things are going great at Panda Preschool and we are 
enjoying sharing our mornings with your precious      
children. 

In October we will be studying pumpkins and fire safe-
ty.  We will be having our annual Halloween costume 
party. 

In November we will center our month around Thanks-
giving and how God provides for us and how thankful 
we are for that. 

Panda will be closed November 24—28 for Thanksgiv-
ing Break. 

What a perfect month to tell someone how thankful 
you are for them! 

We have a Facebook page!  Be  sure to check it out and 
like our page! 

Happy Turkey Day! 
 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   

Butter Braid Fundraiser 
Please join Panda Preschool with our Butter 
Braid Fundraiser September 29th through Oc-
tober 13th.  We are raising funds to buy edu-
cational materials  for the school.  You can 
place your order with any student, teacher or 
board member.  

Cost is $14/16 each; payment is due at the 
time of placing your order.  Butter Braids are 
so delicious and will arrive  November 4th, just 
in time for the holidays! 

 

Thanks for supporting Panda Preschool!!! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=butter+braid+fundraiser&view=detailv2&qpvt=butter+braid+fundraiser&id=24E586A74615E82EFE6535F104231E867A7D6376&selectedIndex=13&ccid=IOAq6pSS&simid=608049537856834172&thid=OIP.M20e02aea9492e88284299a12c47b710ao0
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WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

ZION  

MEALS   

NOVEMBER 20, 2022: 
Our next ZION MEAL date when we  
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster. 
Watch for further information. 

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JULY, 2022 
3      54    10 AM / Live Stream: 13 

10    59    10 AM / Live Stream: 19 

17    80    10 AM / Live Stream: 19 

24    62    10 AM  / Live Stream: 14 

31    58    10 AM  /Live Stream: 7 
   

AUGUST, 2022 
7      93    10 AM (Outdoor Worship) / LS: N/A  

14    80    10 AM / Live Stream:  10 

21    90    10 AM(Blessings in a Backpack)/LS:  26 

28    57    10 AM  / Live Stream:  12 

 

JULY, 2021 
4      46    10 AM   

11    44    10 AM    

18    51    10 AM    

25    67    10 AM    
 
 

AUGUST, 2021 
1      88    10 AM  
8      88    10 AM    

15    45    10 AM    

22    89    10 AM    

29    64    10 AM    

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

 

 

 

2022 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

December/Jan, 2023     November  13       November 18 
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 

February/March, 2023     January 16                January 20 
April/May, 2023                March 20                  March 24 
June/July, 2023             May 22                      May 26 
 

 

 

 

The Bookmobile Schedule  

Dates: 9/29, 10/20, 11/10, 12/1, 12/22  

New  Pittsburg 2:30-3:30 PM.   
 

Watch for the updated schedule. 

https://www.wcpl.info/hrsloc/bookmobile 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is 
emailed to those who have shared an email address 
with the church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with 
no email.  Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or 
prefer a copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

FINANCIAL CORNER 7/31/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

July Offerings $13,562 

Year-To-Date Offerings $80,802  

Projected Offerings $80,476  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $82,974  

Checkbook Balance $27,123 

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering $54  

Building Fund $140 

Bible School $1,211  

Scholarship Auction $320 

  

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $19,069  

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $28,996  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $28,356  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $24,771  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2021)   

FINANCIAL CORNER 8/31/2022 

    

Checking Account - For Current Expenses 

August Offerings $14,204  

Year-To-Date Offerings $95,007  

Projected Offerings $90,860  

Total Expenses Year-To-Date $94,541  

Checkbook Balance $31,188  

    

Other Offerings Given During This Month 

Noisy Offering (for Neer Family) $136  

Building Fund $891  

Youth (SPYA) $200  

Scholarship Auction (Total = $657) $337 

    

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance $18,765 

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance $29,011  

Build./Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance $28,370  

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial) $24,771  

Endowment Fund (all accounts) $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/2021)   

GRACIOUS GIVERS 
of St. Peter’s  

 
For the month of October we will be supporting West 
Salem Food Pantry. Keep an eye in the weekly messen-
ger for further information.  

Upcoming Events: 
Bell Ringing will be in early December. 

Christmas Caroling will be a Sunday in 
Early December. 



Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 9/23/22 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

 

Blessings in a Backpack                                                  

Thursday October 6 @ 7PM  
 

This a GREAT volunteer opportunity for ALL 
ages!  
 
We gather at Northwestern Elementary at 
7PM once a month to prepare bags of food 
for children at Northwestern who are in 
need of extra food on the weekends. It only 
takes about 45 minutes and makes a big 
difference to many children in the school. 
Please consider coming to one of the follow-
ing dates: October 6th, November 3rd, or 
December 1st. Confirm dates with Angie Yar-
wood or Deb Elser closer to date as they can 
sometimes change due to school functions. 

Youth Events — Page 7 

Panda Preschool — Page 7
  

   

3rd Annual 
Trunk or 

Treat 
Saturday, October 29th. 

@ 5-6:30 PM  

The 3rd      
Annual Trunk 
or Treat is 
right around 

the corner!  Come decorate 
your trunk, or just pass out 
candy, and see lots of        
adorable, funny, beautiful, 
and scary costumes!  
 

Saturday, October 29th. 
Time 5—6:30 PM 


