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There’s little better than a sunny spring day in Ohio. After a long winter of cold, darkness, and grey skies, spring once
again brings life in the sounds of bird songs, the beauty of blue skies, and the warmth of the sun.
Spring also brings one of my favorite times of the church year: Holy Week. Holy Week is the winter that helps us
appreciate the spring of Easter. More than that, Holy Week reminds us that just as our lives are not always sunshine
and blue skies, so also God enters into the cold and darkness of human life even unto death. Without the cold of
winter, the warmth of spring wouldn’t be quite as sweet. Without the betrayal of Maundy Thursday and the death
on Good Friday, we wouldn’t know the joy that comes with eternal life, and we wouldn’t have the assurance that our
God is with us even on our darkest days.

With the death and darkness of Holy Week, also comes the opportunity for new life and for rebirth. As we go
through this Easter season, I pray that we will find rebirth in our own lives. It may be in the coming new member
classes, in planting and witnessing the miracle of seeds bursting forth into new life, in the birth of animals, or a
renewed prayer life.
Whatever rebirth you find this spring, God is there, moving in the midst of it. I also want to be part of your journey in
farm blessings and celebrations of faith. Wherever there is rebirth, I want us to celebrate together.

New Members
We’ve had a lot of new faces join us in the past year. If that’s you, and you’re interested in joining the congregation,
stay tuned to the Weekly Messenger for more information on a New Member Class and Induction.

Farm Blessings
It’s that time of year again to bless farms and celebrate the work that you do to nurture the earth and its creatures.
If you are interested in a barn, farm or garden blessing, please contact Pastor Stephanie to arrange a time.

Pastor Stephanie
ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT: As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love.
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Meet Our Organist, Kay Ringley.
I grew up in Tuscarawas County, Ohio (town of Tuscarawas) and attended The Sharon
Moravian Church.
Here is a little history of the Moravians:
The Moravians, first known as the "Unitas Fratrum," is the oldest Protestant religion. Jon
Hus preceded Martin Luther by about a 100 years and made way for his movement. Martin
Luther also helped the Moravians in the establishment of a religious organization. Moravians
and Lutherans have a history of being similar and United for awhile in the 1990s in the
Midwest.
(I played the piano at Sharon and started my organ lessons there, seems like a long time
ago. My Dad was a farmer; mother was a home-maker. While I was still living in my hometown and taking classes from Kent State, my husband, Lloyd became the local band director
and the people in town thought a single lady and single man should meet. We have been
married 56 years!)
I got my Bachelor's degree from Malone college, Master's degree from Akron university, and did some post graduate work at Ohio State
for certification in the Reading Recovery Program. Most of my teaching career was in Southeast Local Schools, reading teacher in Apple
Creek Elementary. We lived most of our married life in Wooster and have a son, Lloyd Jr., who lives in Ashland. We had inherited a
Hammond organ and I was able to keep practicing organ skills and substituted in a local church when needed. My church affiliation was
Westminster Presbyterian church, and I was a member of the choir.
After retirement, in 2000, my husband and I moved to Florida. We were there for 21 years. When living there, I worked for The
Salvation Army and played piano and organ. I was asked to be the organist for a Congregational Church near my home, but kept up my
volunteer work at The Salvation Army Corps. The last ten years my church has been Citrus Springs Congregational Church and I was
their organist. This church became my home and I felt I had come "home." The Congregationalists are also similar the Lutherans.
So here I am, back to my roots, near our son and his family, and doing what I love: playing the organ. I love to practice and have been
fortunate enough to meet Luke Tegtmeier and Elly Rice. With their help, my hope is to keep improving as your organist. I wish to be
part of St. Peter’s church and fulfill the duties of the organist. My goal is to get to know everyone and especially the young people who
will be your future musicians.
Please take the time to greet Kay (and Lloyd) before or after worship so they can learn who you are and feel welcomed!

First Communion
On February 27, five St. Peter youth received their
first communion: Dane Keener, Lacey Lemon, Vayda
McLaughlin. Sadie Koch, and Evelyn Bright. (Pictured
here with their parents.)
Case Keener and Harper Keener received their first
communion on March 6th.
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Women’s Breakfast will meet next on
Monday, April 18 at 9 AM at Buehler’s
Towne Market.
A sign-up sheet will be available so
Buehler’s can prepare a table large
enough for us.
Please join us for good food and
GREAT fellowship!

RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM MARKS 10TH BIRTHDAY
February 13, 2022 was a very special day to celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Baptism of Lacey Lu Lemon as it was also her 10th birthday. Lacey is the
daughter of Dennis and Jill Lemon and sister of Savanna, who is also 10 years
old. Rev. Stephanie Woods presided.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM
John David Hostettler was baptized on March 20, 2022. John turns 3 on
March 25th. He is the son of Brent and Emily Hostettler. He has three older
sisters: Paisley, 7 1/2, Paiton, 5 1/2 and Kasey, 4 1/2.

2nd Tuesday monthly at 9 A.M.
Men’s Breakfast will meet next
April 12th at 9 AM at Buehler’s
Towne Market.

May the grace and blessings receive from God,
guide you throughout your life!

Join us for good food, GREAT
fellowship!

ROGATION SUNDAY - MAY 15
This year Rogation Sunday is May 15th. In this service we ask God to bless our
seeds, soil, and the weather that our harvest will be bountiful and bring Him praise.
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March 9, 2022 7:30pm

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS
February 9, 2022, 7:00pm

Secretary’s Report

Church Council met February 9, 2022, with eight members
present. Joe Rice and Kim Koch were absent. Rita Tegtmeier shared devotions.
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.
Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities
including pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is
currently reading; and upcoming events planned. She
shared “Things to Celebrate” which included two baptisms
in the next two weeks; coming together to support two
grieving families; and increased attendance for the month
of January as compared to previous ones. Lacey Lemon
will be baptized on February 13 and John Hostettler will be
baptized on February 20 (John’s baptism was moved to
March 6th); first communion training will take place
February 21 with First Communion Sunday scheduled for
February 27. Ash Wednesday is March 2. Synod Assembly
is May 14, 2022 at the John S. Knight Center in Akron.
We discussed our snow cancellation policy and created
some guidelines for Pastor Stephanie to aid her in the
decision making.
Angie Yarwood, Education rep, reported the average
attendance at Junior Church was sixteen.
Evangelism committee rep, Julie Nolletti, reported the
committee is planning a pictorial directory this fall. They
assembled six care packages for our college students and
one military serviceman. Interviews with our new organist
and our two high school seniors will be forthcoming.
Properties committee rep, Bob Neer, reported three
batteries were replaced in our emergency lights.
Worship & Music committee will discuss whether to have
Lenten suppers on Wednesday nights during Lent.
The Social and Outreach committee family game night is
planned for March 26 and an Easter Egg Hunt is planned
for Palm Sunday.
A job description for our outgoing administrator, Mary Kinney, was discussed and we made minor changes. It is ready
for publication. Council approved a request for a wedding to
be held at the church in September. The Pastor’s contract
was signed. It was noted and approved that Pastor Stephanie uses her personal cell phone for church business and
therefore, a portion of her phone expense is reimbursed.
Also, for tax reporting, the fair market rental value of the
parsonage is $1000.00 per month.
Council acknowledged receipt of the NorwayneNorthwestern Christian Education newsletter; and the
LORAC annual financial report.
Pastor Stephanie closed the meeting with prayer. Next
meeting will be March 9 at 7:00pm.
Joni Hagans, Parish Council Secretary

Secretary’s Report

Church Council met March 9, 2022, following the Lenten
service with nine members present. Julie Nolletti was absent. Bob Neer shared devotions.
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.
Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities including pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently reading; and upcoming events planned. She shared
“Things to Celebrate” which included seven youth receiving first communion and more families returning to worship. John Hostettler will be baptized on March 20. Pastor
Stephanie will be on vacation April 18-24. First Call Retreat
will be April 25-26 (virtual) and she will be out of the office
on April 29. Synod Assembly is May 14, 2022 at the John S.
Knight Center in Akron. Two delegates are needed to attend either in person or virtually. Council approved the
purchase of new office chairs both in the main office and
Pastor’s office.
At the last council meeting, we were asked, “What do we
value?”. Pastor Stephanie assessed our variety of answers
to reveal this analysis: St. Peter values and encourages the
participation and growth of members of all ages in a tightknit environment that is grounded on strong traditions.
Angie Yarwood, Education rep, is purchasing new NirV
Bibles for Junior Church. These are written for a 3rd grade
reading level. Junior Church curriculum will be Lectionary
based. Vacation Bible School will be held July 11-15 from 6
-8pm. The theme is Under the Sea.
Social and Outreach committee met February 9 and discussed Family Game Night on March 26; Palm Sunday
outreach with the youth April 10; Mother’s Day, Pentecost, and Father’s Day. They are also planning an adult
social gathering. Noisy offerings for May and June will be
given to the Pregnancy Care Center. Each committee received a schedule for preparing and serving a meal during
the Wednesday evening Lenten services.
Worship & Music committee met February 16 and
planned the Easter week services. Lenten services are
Wednesday evenings. Maundy Thursday service is April
14; Good Friday service is April 15. Easter Sunrise service is
at 7:30am followed by breakfast at 8:30 and worship at
10:00. They discussed ideas to get the youth more involved on the third Sunday of the month. On the fourth
Sunday of the month, Bill Pim will highlight one of our
hymns. Bill will also lead worship in Pastor’s absence on
April 24.
The executive committee and Pastor Stephanie interviewed Madalyn Schmucker on Monday, March 7 for the
administrative assistant position. Madalyn comes highly
qualified, having been administrative assistant for
Schaeffler, Wooster. Joe Rice moved to hire Madalyn. Bob
Neer seconded, and the motion carried.
Council voted for Wednesday Lenten offerings to be given
to North Central Northwestern Christian Education.
Council was in agreement to remove the Covid signs.
Pastor Stephanie closed the meeting with prayer. Next
meeting will be April 13 at 7:00pm.
Joni Hagans, Parish Council Secretary
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Ladies ~
Thank you very much for providing the wonderful,
yummy luncheon after Johnny’s memorial service.
It was nice to gather with family and friends after
celebrating Johnny’s life.
I was touched when I was contacted with your offer to
provide a meal for us.
Thank you,

Karen Redick

St. Peter Church Family Thank you very much for providing the awesome care
package and wonderful valentine cards.
I enjoyed reading the caring messages they contained.
I am blessed to be a part of this awesome church family.

Karen Redick

St. Peter Lutheran Church ~
My family would like to thank you for cards and prayers for the passing of my son, Rusty and his sister and
family.
We would like to thank Pastor Stephanie Woods for
such a nice service.
We would also like to thank the ladies of the church
for the nice meal they served. We appreciated it very
much.
I would also like to thank all of you for the valentine
cards and the goodies from you, it was so thoughtful
of all of you.
Bless you all,

Sue Selvage & Family

Dear Church Family,
Thank you again for sending me another care package.
I really appreciate it! All of the treats/goodies were
delicious. Thank you all for your support!
Sincerely,

Claire



Dear St. Pete’s friends,
Thank you so very much for the valentine cards. They
were so much fun to read. And a special thanks to the
kids (and leaders) for the valentines basket—so many
goodies!
I love you all!

Nancy Keener

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
Thank you so much for your generous gift.
Habitat for Humanity, Wayne County

Dear St. Peter Endowment Fund Committee and
Congregation,
I truly can’t thank you enough for the grant approved for
our youth programs. This money will go such a long way
in our outreach and engagement with the youth of St.
Peter. It truly makes all the difference when the budget
allows for some fun extras or special materials. It means
everything to support our kids in their faith! Whether
verbally, monetarily or otherwise ` these kids feel the
love and support of our church and I am deeply grateful
for that!
With sincerest thanks,

Angie

Dear St. Peter Congregation,
Thank you, thank you for the Amazon gift card for
Christmas! I love Amazon and have plenty of things on
my “wish list” to choose from. ☺ You have all been so
supportive and such a blessing in my work with our
youth. Thank you so much for all of your kind words,
encouragement, and support this year!
Love,

Angie

I am so grateful to Mary for all of her work keeping me
organized and on track since I started. While the office
won’t be the same without her, I wish her all the best as
she enjoys her retirement.

Pastor Stephanie

Thank you for your support of the West Salem Outreach
& Food Pantry, Inc. for year 2021.
Your donation of $260.00 and food donations has helped
many in the West Salem/Northwestern School area.
With your help, we continue to provide assistance for
families in need, once in a 12 month period.
Thank you,
West Salem Outreach & Food Pantry, Inc.,
a 501©3 organization

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the gracious gift—but more than that—
thank you for all the support with which you have provided
me all these years. While the items in the care package
were generous, they are equal to more than simple
snack foods and a card; they show the care that the
church has for its patrons and the support that each
person has for everyone else, and I treasure that.
Thank you and God bless,

Taylor Howman
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PANDA PRESCHOOL

MESSENGER
NEWS

Happy Spring!

April and May will be very busy months at Panda
Preschool! We will talk about Noah’s Ark, Earth
Day and of course, those April showers!
Spring break is April 11-15. We will return April 18.
It’s hard to believe May will be here. Seems like
we just began our school year. This is a happy time
for our graduating classes to move on to kindergarten. They will be missed very much by the Panda
Staff but we look forward to new faces and returning
students. ☺
The 3/4’s year end program is May 19 at 6:30 PM.
Preschool Graduation will be Friday, May 20 at
6:30 PM.

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK

Registration for the 2022-2023 school year has
begun. Call the office for a registration packet:
330-264-1986. Registration form
is also on the website:
stpeterelca.org.

Wednesday, April 7 and Thursday, May 5

Miss Tara

Let’s pack some more blessings! Blessings in a
Backpack will be Wednesday, April 7 and
Thursday, May 5 at 7:00pm in the Northwestern
Elementary cafeteria. No need to RSVP, just come
and be a blessing to others! Everyone welcome!

Panda Administrator

HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON!

SPRING BREAK HAPPENINGS
Wednesday, April 13
Spring Break with SPYA! Wednesday, April 13 time is TBD. We will be making our fleece
graduation blankets and then going to Acres of
Fun! Watch The Messenger and the Facebook
page for more details, and to sign up.

MAY SPYA GATHERING
Saturday, May 21st
Our SPYA gathering in May will by on Saturday,
May 21st. Watch The Messenger and Facebook
page for more details!

VBS

Save the date!

July 11—July 15, 2022
evenings 6-8 PM
Theme:
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FINANCIAL CORNER
FINANCIAL CORNER
Checking Account - For Current Expenses
January Offerings
Year-to-Date Offerings
Projected Offerings
Total Expenses Year-to-Date
Checkbook Balance

STOP at St. Peter

Dates: 4/21
New Pittsburg 2:00-3:00 PM.

1/31/2022

$10,904
10,904
$12,980
$11,814
$27,874

Other Offerings Given This Month
Noisy Offering

The Bookmobile Schedule

WAYNE COUNTY

ZION
MEALS

Watch for the May schedule.
https://www.wcpl.info/hrsloc/bookmobile

MAY 15, 2022:
Our next ZION MEAL date when we
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster.
Watch for further information.

$70

$44

2022 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule
$18,303

Contingency Fund (MIF)

$28,934

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)

$28,711

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)

$26,897

Endowment Fund (all accounts)

$109,588

Submission and assembly dates
——————————————————————————————————
Issue
Submissions Due
Assembly

June/July
August/September
October/November
Dec, 2020/Jan, 2021

May 15
May 20
July 17
July 22
September 18
September 23
Nov 13
Nov 18
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue)

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday
(or as assembly crew decides).

(Balance as of 12/31/20)

NEWSLETTER MAILING:
FINANCIAL CORNER
Checking Account - For Current Expenses
February Offerings
Year-to-Date Offerings
Projected Offerings
Total Expenses Year-to-Date
Checkbook Balance

2/28/2021

$10,271
$21,175
$23,364
$24,463
$25,637

Noisy Offering

$61

Building Fund

$140

N C/ N W Re

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance

$18,303

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance
Building/Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance

$28,945
$28,722

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or
prefer a copy mailed to you, contact the church office.
Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Other Offerings Given During This Month

Endowment Fund (all accounts)
(Balance as of 12/31/21)

The newsletter
is emailed to those who have shared an email address
with the church. Hard copies are mailed to those with
no email. Hard copies are also available at the church.

$26,510
$109,588

JANUARY, 2022
JANUARY, 2021
23 4 10 AM Cancelled /Live Stream: 218 24 50 10 AM
30 70 10 AM / Live Stream: 60
30 40 10 AM
FEBRUARY, 2021
FEBRUARY, 2021
6 70 10 AM / Live Stream: 53
7 38 10 AM
13 100 10 AM / Live Stream: 28
14 43 10 AM
20 79 7 PM / Live Stream: 63
17 9 7 PM
27 75 10 AM / Live Stream: 89

MARCH, 2021
2 28 7 PM Ash Wed/ Live Stream: 51
6 100 10 AM /Live Stream: 28
13 75 10 AM /Live Stream: 118
16 32 6:30 PM Midweek Lenten
20 103 10 AM / Live Stream: 177
23 20 6:30 PM Midweek Lenten

21 30 10 AM

28 37

10 AM
No Lenten Wed. eve services/meal this year.

MARCH, 2021
7 43 10 AM
14 48 10 AM
21 67 10 AM

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
9451 Ashland Road
Wooster, OH 44691

ADDRESS

Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 3/28/22
TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,
OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:
Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org

Youth Events — Page 6
Panda Preschool — Page 6

MAUNDY THURSDAY:
April 14 at 7 P.M.
Worship with Holy Communion.

GOOD FRIDAY:
April 15 at 7 P.M.
Tenebrae Service

EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES:

April 17
7:30 A.M. Sunrise Service & 10 A.M. Festival Worship
Worship with Holy Communion.

EASTER BREAKFAST

Served from 8:30 until 9:15 A.M.
Please join us after the early service or before the regular service!


All services will be live streamed.

