
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
 Phone:   (419) 706-5072      
 E-Mail:   pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com  

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to: 
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM  (or by appointment) 

CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986 
     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org
      
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  

PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)   
February-March, 2022 

  
 

I’ve been thinking a lot about love lately. When we think of love in February, it’s typically the sugary sweet romantic 
love associated with Valentine’s Day. However, I prefer to think of fierce love.  

 

Fierce love is my attempt to understand love as God has first loved us. God's love for us is not always tender or 
gentle, but it is fierce, overwhelming, and powerful. It requires the best of us, and comforts and forgives when we 
fall short.  

 

Loving others like this means is tough love, love that does not back away from disagreement, but seeks to work 
through it. It is a love that seeks both to understand and be understood. This love comforts those who are mourn-
ing, weeps with those who weep, rejoices with those who rejoice, speaks truth even when it is difficult, and works 
for justice. It is a love that calls all people to be their best, and forgives when we all invariably fall short.  

 

In the church we are constantly learning to love all who 
are simultaneously saint and sinner, those who agree 
with us, and those who don't. This hard work requires 
fierce love. The romantic sayings written on candy 
hearts aren’t enough.  

 

In C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 
the Beavers are explaining Aslan to the children, when 
Susan asks if he is safe. Mr. Beaver replies, “Safe? Who 
said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s 
good. He’s the King, I tell you.” Fierce love isn’t safe, but it is good. It pushes us outside our comfort zones, calls us 
to difficult work, and promises to support us when we fail. But it isn’t safe; it won’t protect from the outside world, 
because it calls us out into the world. It won’t isolate us from those who disagree with us, because it summons us to 
work with all God’s children.  

 

So when you see candy hearts and boxes of chocolate, may you remember that our Christian love is fierce and 
intense. It loves those who the world would tell us to hate, and invites in those the world has forgotten. May your 
love for God, others, and yourself be fierce and good, but certainly not safe. 

Pastor Stephanie  

https://www.stpeterelca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church-184489998266310
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At this time, we are not scheduling 
ANY blood drives in Wayne or Ash-
land counties that are under 35 
pints. This is due to the severe blood 
crisis we are experiencing. The Red 
Cross is sending all of their staff/

equipment/resources to centrally located, larger blood 
drives hoping to collect large amounts of blood products. 
  

I don’t have a timeline as to when this is going to 
change but will be sure to reach out to you as soon as   
I hear something. 
  

Amy Banbury | Account Manager 
American Red Cross, Northern Ohio Blood Services 

 

First Communion Sunday     
is quickly approaching!  

On February 27,  all students who are prepared 
will receive their first communion.  In order to 
prepare we will have a time of learning and fun 

on either February 18 
or February 21,      
depending on what 
works better for     
families.    

If you have not       
already let Pastor 
Stephanie know that 

you are interested, please let her know. Pay   
attention to the Weekly Messenger for more              
information. 

  

 

 

VALENTINE BOXES  
FOR COLLEGE 

 
 

We will be assembling care packages in February for 
our college students and military servicemen.  A list of 
items needed is at the back table for anyone who 
wants to contribute to this outreach.   

Items should be to the church by Sunday, February 6th.   

VALENTINE  
GREETINGS   
It’s time to share our valentine 

greetings with our loved ones 

who are  not able to join us for 

worship.   

A list of names is available at the church.  If you are 

aware of others that should be included, please let the 

church office know.  This includes our shut-ins; mem-

bers recovering from medical issues; at-home worship-

pers due to the COVID-19 situation; and dear folks who 

are caring for or have cared for loved ones.  

A box will be in the Narthex for the Valentines.   

Our Jr. Church friends will be decorating bags with 

greetings.  Please place Valentines in the box any time 

before (or on) Feb. 6th.   

Social & Outreach gals will deliver greetings to porches 

the week of Feb. 7-14th.  However, help with deliveries 

would be appreciated if you are seeing one of our   

beloved friends.  
 

Thank you! 

Social & Outreach Committee 
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2022 State of the Synod Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Barbins, Northeastern Ohio Synod shares the 
“2022 State of the Synod” address. If unable to open 

the above hyperlink, use the address below. 

A readable form will be made available in the Weekly 
Messenger as it becomes available.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJP-KN3Hq-4 

2nd Tuesday of the month 

February 8
th

 & March 8
th  

        
9:00 A.M. 
at *Buehler’s Town Market  

*Please note location change.  
Hope you can join us for good 
food and GREAT fellowship! 

 

 

NO Women’s Breakfast in 
February.  
Because of winter weather    
potential we will not meet in  
February.  We will meet again 

beginning in March. Watch the Weekly Messenger for 
information.  

 

 Church Directory  
Updates for 2022:   

Please check over your family’s listing
(s) and submit changes.  Last minute 
submissions due ASAP. 

Would you like to be ADDED to  St. Peter‘s directory?  
Submit name(s), address, phone, email,  birthdate,     
wedding date to the church office.   

 

 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD        
ASSEMBLY 2022 - SAVE THE DATE! 

May 14, 2022 

At the John S. Knight Center, Akron   

One male and one female delegate needed to    

represent St. Peter.  Watch for information.  Please 

contact Pastor Stephanie or the church office to 

learn more.   

  

$8,000 is Great 
 
I felt that I needed to write something about our 
"Endowment Fund". Most of the money came from 
the Miller family that were members of St. Peter long 
years ago. Carl and Mary Miller and their 2 children 
moved to New Pittsburg in the late 40's. I knew them 
well. Mary worked really hard and was very frugal but 
her heart was big. There was lots of sorrow in her life; 
losing her husband at a young age and her son barely 
20 when he died in a car accident less than a mile from 
home; the daughter, Evonda, who never married had 
health problems. You might remember her as Mary 
Shoemaker because of her marriage to her second 
husband. He later died and Mary later died of Alzhei-
mer's. She and Evonda had planned to give any money 
that they had to our church because they had no heirs. 
 
$8,000 was granted this past year, 2021, to many wor-
thy causes. Since its inception in 1999, $121,500 has 
been given to many worthy charities.  
 

What a legacy! 
 

Submitted by Elly Rice 

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is 
emailed to those who have shared an email address 
with the church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with 
no email and to those who specify.  Copies are also 
available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the email, or simply prefer  
a copy mailed, contact the church office.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FKCWKbbbpJMF7lX4jzOg84lW-4iqTkll27RPwvhagdimXF90JqhIjnWUS6gEiVy-8ZGazGkxAROOEA8xVUpM23cJviuyMW7VBWYYqBRZVRkMrSSGs6paWS5Ks0-HobRGG2iqH6mLgwbSK1lmDRC5PWgupGtFxaM1G9qKtY7I8YgkF8GsUdRsqA==&c=cYbKF0K-a0pNe1j66iaeRLERkeSmyMNBU6iCh
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

 
January 12, 2022, 7:00pm     Secretary’s Report  
 

Church Council met Jan. 12,  2022, with eight members 
present. Bob Neer and Julie Nolletti were absent. Jenn 
Crum shared devotions. 

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.  

Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities       
including pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is 
currently reading; and upcoming events planned. She is 
planning on taking January 25-28 as continuing education 
leave. She will be in the area and available for pastoral 
care needs. She shared “Things to Celebrate” which      
included a successful Christmas Program; members 
greeting new worshipers; the Advent Devotional; and her 
post Christmas vacation. Lacey Lemon will be baptized on 
February 13; first communion training will take place in 
February also with First Communion Sunday scheduled for 
February 27. Ash Wednesday is March 2. Pastor Stephanie 
announced that our parish administrator, Mary Kinney, is 
retiring. Council was given her letter of resignation. Dave 
Tegtmeier made a motion to accept Mary’s resignation; 
Joni Hagans seconded, and the motion carried. She has 
served for over thirty years and done an incredible job. 
Mary is working on a job description for us. Pastor    
Stephanie distributed a questionnaire portion of the ELCA     
Annual Report for council members to fill out and return. 
Synod Assembly is May 14, 2022 at the John S. Knight  
Center in Akron. Council renewed their agreement with 
the Wayne County Board of  Elections for St. Peter to be a 
polling location for the Primary Election in May and the 
General Election in November. 

Committees did not meet in December.  Angie Yarwood, 
Education rep, reported the success of the Christmas   
program and the Christmas shopping for charity. She has 
contacted some helpers for Junior Church and made a 
schedule. 

Evangelism committee is planning a pictorial directory this 
year. 

Properties committee had the furnace repaired in the 
church. 

Social & Outreach rep, Kim Koch, reported the committee 
will be planning events at their next meeting. 

Dave Tegtmeier, Worship & Music committee,  
reported the organ light was upgraded; the piano will be 
tuned; and the organ speakers will be checked. 

Pastor Stephanie closed the meeting with prayer. Next 
meeting will be February 9 at 7:00pm.  

Joni Hagans,  

Parish Council Secretary 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
December 5, 2021   11:00am     Secretary’s Report  
 
The annual congregational meeting for St. Peter   
Evangelical Lutheran Church was held on December 5, 
2021, following worship.  Council president Tyler 
Keener called the meeting to order. Minutes from last 
year’s meeting were read.  Kristen Hudson moved to 
accept the minutes as read; Jenn Crum seconded, and 
the motion carried. 
 
The endowment disbursements in the amount of 
$8000.00 were presented. Becky Hershey made a   
motion to accept the disbursements, Elly Rice         
seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
The budget was presented. Joni Hagans made a      
motion to accept the budget; Nancy Keener seconded, 
and the motion carried.  
 
The slate of officers and committee nominations was 
presented. Julie Nolletti made a motion to accept the 
slate; Elaine Koch seconded, and the motion  carried. 
 
There was no business from the floor. Thank you notes 
were read from Pastor Stephanie and the NE Ohio 
Synod. 
 
Don Reichert made a motion to adjourn, Randy Elser 
seconded, and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 

Christian symbol 

 

40—In Scripture, this number often indicates a 

time of trial or testing, or simply marks signifi-

cance. It rained 40 days and nights during the 

Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 

years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and was with the 

disciples for 40 days between his resurrection and 

ascension. The Christian church has long observed 

40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays). 
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Jim and I would like to Thank the Carolers  for stopping 
by.  It was a real joy to both of us. 

 
The neighbors that came into the hall were very pleased 
to have had the chance to join us. They couldn't get over 
the group that came to carol us. 
 

We are so thankful for the church family at St. Peters, 
especially during this last year. 

 
Bless you all, and have a very Blessed Christmas. 
 

Nancy and Jim Norton  

 

 

 
Dear St. Peter’s Friends,  
 

Thank you, thank you for donating clothing to our Ele-
mentary School.  When children need a change of cloth-
ing, they visit me in the nurse's room.  I feel so comforta-
ble helping them as I know there are clothes to share 
when I open the dresser drawers.  Bless you all for your 

continual kindness.   
 

May you all enjoy our holiday season as we celebrate the 
birth of dear Jesus! 
 

Sharon Bowers, Northwestern Elementary Nurse 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of St. Peter's,   

Thank you for your much appreciated Christmas 
gift.  Also, I wish to say thank you for the kind ways you 
have accepted me as your organist.  My goal is to get to 
know everyone's name.  I practice twice a week, so 
please say hello if you see me.   

Praying that I can meet the needs of St. Peter’s Church,  

Kay Ringley 

 

 

 

Dear St. Peter Congregation,  

Our heartfelt thanks for the gift cards at Christmastime. 
They are very much appreciated and will be used for 
something special.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Jon & Mary Kinney  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Days in February 2022  

•Black History Month — February 1-28, 2022 

•Valentine's Day — February 14, 2022 

•Presidents' Day — February 21, 2022 

•Transfiguration Sunday — February 27, 2022 
 

Special Days in March 2022  
•Ash Wednesday — March 2, 2022 

•World Day of Prayer — March 4, 2022 

•Daylight-Saving Time begins — March 13, 2022 

•St. Patrick's Day — March 17, 2022 

•First Day of Spring — March 20, 2022 

Faith’s role in love 
In It’s Okay Not to Be 
Okay, Christian author 
Sheila Walsh looks at the 
all-encompassing love 
that Jesus expects of his 
followers. He commands 
us to “love the Lord your 
God with all your heart 
and with all your soul 
and with all your 
strength and with all 
your mind, and your 
neighbor as your-
self” (Luke 10:27, ESV). 

But we can’t love that way without faith, Walsh writes. 
“I’m not living by faith if I have an answer to every-
thing. If I understand everything God does or doesn’t 
do, then all I need to love him with is my mind. We’re 
called to love him with more.” That “more,” she     
explains, involves these paradoxes: “We love with all 
our heart, even when it’s broken. We love with our 
soul, even when our humanity wrestles against our 
situation. We love with our strength, even when it’s 
almost gone. We love with our mind, even when we 
don’t understand.” 

Even if God’s purposes and plans don’t make sense 
here on earth, we can heed this advice from the great 
preacher Charles Spurgeon: “When we cannot trace 
[God’s] hand, we must trust his heart.” 

Copyright © 2022 CRITM. All Rights Reserved. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON! 

 

WAYNE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY  

Thursday, February 24th at 5:30 PM 
SPYA! will be helping at the Wayne County Humane 

Society on Thursday, February 24th at 5:30. You may 

also bring a small donation (kitten food, a dog toy, dog 

treats, etc.) if you’d like.  We will go to DariLand after-

wards, weather permitting.  Please RSVP on the SPYA! 

Facebook post.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

BAGS FOR BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK  

Thursday, March 3rd, 7:00 pm  

SPYA! will be packing bags for Blessings in a Backpack 

on Thursday, March 3rd, 7:00pm in the Northwestern 

Elementary cafeteria. This is usually a quick process, so 

we should be done around 7:45. Parents are welcome 

to stay and help too!  

 

 

ZION MEAL PREP 

Sunday, March 20th, following church 

Sunday, March 20th, immediately following church, 

SPYA! will meet downstairs to help prepare the Zion 

meal. We will bake a few treats to share with them, 

and help pack the meals. Unfortunately, we are not 

able to participate in passing out the food in the even-

ing, because they are still limiting direct contact due to 

COVID. Please RSVP for this event on the SPYA! Face-

book page.  
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Beyond candy hearts and roses 
 

The first half of February seems dominated by pink 
and red, cards and candy. But people not in a loving 
romantic relationship can sometimes feel left out of 
the festivities. Of course, all people need love — and 
certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. Au-
thor Leo Buscaglia, who became known as “Dr. Love” 

for writing about the topic, 
said, “Too often we underesti-
mate the power of a touch, a 
smile, a kind word, a listening 
ear, an honest compliment or 
the smallest act of caring, all 
of which have the potential to 
turn a life around." 

Jesus taught that loving one 
another is second only in importance to loving God 
(Matthew 22:37-40), and that when we love one an-
other, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many 
ways to do that — beyond candy hearts and roses! But 
Valentine’s Day is as good a reminder as any. 

Copyright © 2022 CRITM. All Rights Reserved. 

 

PANDA PRESCHOOL 

MESSENGER  

 
                

                                                                                                        

            NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

February will be a busy month at Panda!  We will discuss 
Groundhog Day, healthy teeth and how to love the Lord 
with all your heart. ☺ 

There will be no school Monday, February 21st for      
President’s Day. 

In March we will be talking about those tricky leprechauns, 
have our weather units, and learn about plants.  We will 
also have conferences for the 4/5’s. 

We begin registration for the 2022-2023 school year.  
Call the office for a registration packet:  330-264-1986; 
or download a packet from the website: stpeterelca.org. 

 

Miss Tara  

Panda Administrator   
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WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

ZION  

MEALS   

MARCH 20, 2022: 
Our next ZION MEAL date when we  
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster. 
 

Watch for further information. 

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER, 2021 
28  89  10 AM    
 
DECEMBER, 2021 
5    91  10 AM    

12  87  10 AM 

         28   7 PM      Christmas In the Barn 

19  139 10 AM    Children’s Program 
24  41  5 PM       Christmas Eve  

24  90  7:30 PM  Christmas Eve 

26  36  10 AM    
 

JANUARY, 2022 
2    51  10 AM   

9    79  10 AM  

16  45  10 AM 

NOVEMBER, 2020 
29  49  10 AM    
 
DECEMBER, 2020 
6    53  10 AM    

13  58  10 AM   
                            - Christmas in the Barn cancelled 
                                - Blue Christmas cancelled  

20  25  10 AM    

24  52  5 PM Christmas Eve 

24  14  7 PM Christmas Eve 

27  25  10 AM    
 
JANUARY, 2021 
3    34  10 AM   

10  44  10 AM  

17  32  10 AM   

 

$70 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER       11/30/2021 
        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

November Offerings    $10,703  

Year-to-Date Offerings   114,021 

Projected Offerings    $116,304 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $115,603  

Checkbook Balance    $26,600  
        

Other Offerings Given This Month    

      

       

Contingency Fund (MIF)    $28,910  
        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)    $27,377 
       

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)   $26,653  
        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $106,440  
        

(Balance as of 12/31/20)   

  

      
 

 

 

     

FINANCIAL CORNER       12/31/2021 
        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

December Offerings    $13,583  

Year-to-Date Offerings   $127,603 

Projected Offerings    $126,000 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $125,204 

Checkbook Balance    $28,785 
        

Other Offerings Given During This Month    

  Building Fund    $70 

    $116 

NC/NW Re  

  $208 

  NW/NC Religious Ed   $750 

      

 $30 

   $18,038  
        

 Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance   $28,922 

$28,699 

   

                       $26,897 

 Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $109,588  

    (Balance as of 12/31/21)       

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)                               

FINANCIAL CORNER 

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance 

  $20,116 

Building Fund 

 

      $70 

Youth Activities 

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance 
(Includes Sept-Dec transfers of $311)  
(Includes Endowment Dispersal of $1000  
 

                   

2022 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Issue          Submissions Due        Assembly  

April/May            March 20              March 25  
June/July            May 15              May 20 
August/September         July 17              July 22 
October/November       September 18         September 23 
Dec, 2020/Jan, 2021      Nov 13              Nov 18 

(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 
 

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday  (or as 
assembly crew decides). 

Noisy Offering (for Blessings in a Backpack)       $52 

 (Oct-Dec total for Blessings in a Backpack) 

 Noisy Offering  (for Blessings in a Backpack) 

Schedule January 2022 – April 2022 
Please note: 

The Bookmobile Winter 2021-22 Schedule  

Dates: 1/27; 2/17; 3/10; 3/31; 4/21  
Thursday Week 3, Route #2 has time changes:  
Neighborhood Pantry 12:30-1:45 PM and New  

Pittsburg 2:00-3:00 PM. Sorry for any confusion.   

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter 
is emailed to those who have shared an email address 
with the church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with 
no email.  Hard copies are also available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or 
prefer a copy mailed to you, contact the church office.   
 

Access the newsletter from our website: stpeterelca.org.   
Click MEDIA (top), then NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

https://www.wcpl.info/sites/default/files/migrated/images/Winter%20Programs/Bookmobile%20Schedule%20Winter-Spring%202021-22%20smaller%20file%20size.pdf


Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 1/24/22 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Events — Page 6 

Panda Preschool — Page 5

 

   

 

   

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP:   
March 2 at 7:00 P.M. 

Ash Wednesday Service will include communion.  The service will be livestreamed.  

Watch for information in the Weekly Messenger about Lenten happenings. 

God is on the Move- Are we? 
As we approach Lent, we might again be thinking about giving something up. This year, our texts take us on a 
journey with Jesus as Jesus fiercely loves the people even when they continually reject and misunderstand him. 
Instead of giving something up this year, find a way to take God “on the move” with you. Maybe it’s a new prayer 
you say every time you get in the car or on the school bus. Maybe it’s a commitment to be “on the move” with acts 
of kindness to others. Whatever it is, this Lent can be an opportunity to remember that wherever we are, God is 
on the move with us and in us.  

 


