Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor

Phone: (419) 706-5072
E-Mail: pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours have changed to:
Tuesday & Thursday 9 AM – 12 PM (or by appointment)
CHURCH OFFICE: (330) 264-1986
E-Mail:
office@stpeterelca.org
Website: stpeterelca.org
Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church
PANDA PRESCHOOL:(330) 264-1986 (church phone)
Email: pandapreschool@stpeterelca.org

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
of New Pittsburg, OH

December, 2021– January, 2022

For me, there’s little better this time of year than sitting under a cozy blanket, sipping warm tea, watching snow fall, and listening to sounds of the season. Already in early November, social media was abuzz
with the debates over when is too soon to put up Christmas decorations and play Christmas music.
I admit, I typically wait until after Thanksgiving for decorations, but the music of Christmas is hard to
resist. As the old song reminds us, “We need a little bit of Christmas, right this very minute.”
The songs of Christmas bring memories and joy, and that’s no different than the songs of that first
Christmas. This Advent and Christmas season, we’ll focus on the songs of that very first Christmas: Mary
singing of her joy after the news of her pregnancy, Zechariah singing after the birth of John the Baptist,
the angels singing joyfully to the shepherds about Jesus’ birth, and finally Simeon singing after he sees
infant Jesus in the temple. There is so much joy in these songs, just as there is so much joy in our own
favorite Christmas music.
The joy of music, however, extends far beyond Christmas. Music helps us express emotions and ideas
that may be hard for us to put into words. This Advent the devotional focuses on all of the songs that
have been meaningful to people in this congregation.
Whether this Christmas season fills you with joy or sorrow, may you know that I am singing alongside
you—songs of joy and laughter and songs of lament. And may you always know that God is always singing with you and for you.

Pastor Stephanie
ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT: As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021
St. Peter will hold its annual meeting
Sunday, December 5, 2021, following worship.

Items of business include:
- 2021 Budget
- Approval of the slate of officers and committee
nominations for 2021
- Endowment Fund Dispersals
- Plus any other business that is raised from the floor.
Please note:
Copies of the proposed budget, Officer and Committee
Slate of nominees, and Endowment Fund dispersals will be
available at the back table to preview at the two weeks
prior to the meeting.

Sunday, December 5th
Our annual Christmas Caroling.
There will be no lunch this year so we will head out
right after the Annual Congregational Meeting. We will
meet in the Fellowship Hall.
This is an important outreach project for our church. We
hope to brighten the day of our treasured members who
are unable to be with us on Sundays. All you need are
your voices, your smiling faces, and your jingle bells!!
Please join us for fun and fellowship! Please bring your
kids or grand-kids; they do brighten the day!
Carolers are welcome to an Open House at the parsonage
following caroling.

ADVENT
MIDWEEK
PRAYER:

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
BOOKLET, 2021

Looking for the sounds of
silence and serenity amidst the hustle of Christmas
preparations? Weekly Advent prayer videos will be
posted on the church Facebook page each Wednesday
of Advent (December 1, 8, 15, and 22).

St. Peter members again
compiled an Advent devotional.
Booklets are available at the
church. Be sure to pick up a copy.
This year the focus is music and
song and includes the addition of a YouTube link of each
daily song.
The reading and YouTube link for each day is delivered by
email to those who receive the Weekly E-Messenger.
Contact the office know if you would like to receive the
daily devotions by email. The music link is a good
addition!
We hope this booklet will provide inspiration during the
Advent season. Thank you to everyone who participated
in this meaningful project.

Poinsettias
Poinsettias will again adorn the sanctuary
this Christmas season. Plants are from
Northwestern FFA.
Sign-up sheet and envelopes are at the
back table.
•
•
•

Share In a Day for Others!!!!!!!

ANNUAL BELL-RINGING
th
Saturday, December 4

This is our annual bell ringing for Salvation Army.
We will be indoors December 4th at Sav-A-Lot.
We will be ringing from 9:00AM - 3:00PM
in one-hour shifts.
Questions to Judy Frank. Everyone in the
congregation, adults and youth are encouraged
to participate! Thank you for supporting this
important outreach.

Cost is $10. for 6” pot (single stem)
Please make a notation if given in honor or memory
of someone. You may also contact the church office
to order.
Place
envelope
with cash
checkplate.
(written to St. Peter,
with notation:
poinsettia)
in or
offering
**Last Sunday to order: December 12th
Please take plants home following Christmas Eve service.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
The sanctuary bulletin board is available for sharing
one card with the whole congregation. Also, a table is
set up in the back to share Christmas cards with others.
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know that they thought you would be a good fit for me.
At that point, I started praying for all of you and for me
because I wanted to make sure everyone chose what
was best for them.
I remember driving by the church on a snowy February
day. I didn't want to pull into the parking lot and have
someone see me, so I drove by. I missed a couple places
to turn around and ended up turning onto Firestone and
circling back to the church on Hiner. I ended up having
several people on Hiner wave to me.

(in front of the coral reef decorations we made for the 2021
Crestline Prom)

Getting to Know
Pastor Stephanie and David Woods
Tell us where you grew up and your family information...
Pastor Stephanie: Norwalk, OH; I'm an only child; parents Pam and Eric Rickel
David: Vermilion, OH; one older brother, Christopher,
parents Skip and Margaret Woods
How did you meet?
We met while singing in choir at Ashland University in
2009. When we first met in choir, we each thought that
the other was dating someone else. We were then
paired together to serve dinner at Ashland's Madrigal
Feaste. When we were paired together, David said to
me, "I'm stuck with you?" Unknown to him, he'd be
stuck with me forever! He told me that night that I'd
never step foot in his fraternity house. Not one to back
down from a challenge, I went the next evening to see
him. We've been pretty much inseparable ever since!
What led you to go into the pastorate...or to be a math
teacher?
S: I started to feel called to ministry while serving as an
acolyte in middle school. I was a very shy, very introverted kid. Serving as an acolyte was the first time I felt at
peace in front of a group of people. Also around the
same time, I was regularly volunteering at a nursing
home; one of my favorite things was sitting and visiting
with people. Although calling Bingo was a close second.
Pairing those things, I knew what I was meant to do.
D: In high school, I had a really great math teacher. I
loved math and I loved helping people, so being a math
teacher was a perfect fit. When I told that math teacher I
was also thinking about being a math teacher, he told me
not to do it because of the low pay, long hours, and under
appreciation. His parents had given him the same advice
and he didn't listen to them. I didn't listen to him either.
What drew you to St. Peter?
S: In November 2020, I asked for samples of Ministry
Site Profiles to look at from the synod. I happened to get
St. Peter's in the bunch the synod sent to me. It resonated with me right away. Then in February 2021, the assistant to the bishop sent me your profile again and let me

I couldn't wait to interview with all of you from that moment on, but had to wait until I got through a few more
steps before the synod would send you my information.
When I interviewed with the call committee, I felt so
comfortable and I knew that this was a place that I could
be myself. I couldn't imagine anyone else being a better
fit but I still felt very nervous until Rob called and gave
me the good news!
Musical instruments you play...
S: Flute, mountain dulcimer
Hobbies...
D: board games
S: board games, sewing, knitting
D & S: not necessarily a hobby, but we are in charge of
planning prom at David's school
Some of their favorites...
David:
Food: pizza
Movie: The Avengers series
TV Show: White Collar
Sports teams: Cleveland Browns, New England Patriots,
Boston Red Sox
Bands: Shinedown
Board games: Too Many Bones
Season: snow days
Pastor Stephanie:
Food: Tex-Mex
Movie: I'm not a movie person. I can't sit still that long!
TV Show: Reality TV is my guilty pleasure
Sports teams: Duke Blue Devils, Cleveland Browns
Bands: Jeremy West
Board games: Any roll-and-write (a category of games
where you roll dice and then write something down think updated varieties of Yahtzee), Terraforming
Mars: Ares Expedition
Season: Spring
Bucket list or vacation destinations...
D: Italy; Essen Board Game Convention in Essen, Germany
S: Wittenberg, Germany ( I loved it when I was there in
2017 and would love to go back!)
Thank you two for sharing your thoughts so we can
know you better. We agree that you are a great fit for us
and we look forward to our ministry together. May God
bless you and St. Peter as we serve in Christ's name.
Submitted by Julie Nolletti,
Evangelism Chairperson
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS
October 13, 2021, 7:00 p.m. Secretary’s Report

to the Christian Service committee for the reception; Trunk
or Treat; Panda Preschool’s Halloween parade; the SPYA
party at the parsonage; and on November 7, there were 30+
youth in attendance at worship. Her office hours will be
11:00-12:30 Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday. She is always
available for emergencies and available by appointment.

Church Council met Oct. 13, 2021, with eight members
present. Tyler Keener and Kristen Hudson were absent.
Joni Hagans shared devotions.

Time and Talent surveys will be passed out November 21
and collected during the service. December 5 is our annual
Congregational meeting immediately following worship.

The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.
Treasurer Rita Tegtmeier reported the Lion’s Club donated
$250 towards our dumpster rental.

Social and Outreach committee made the difficult decision
to cancel the annual Rabbit Supper. Christmas caroling will
follow worship on December 5. Pastor Stephanie is
planning an open house after caroling.

Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities including
pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently
reading; and upcoming events planned. She shared “Things
to Celebrate” which included her ordination on September
26 at Zion Lutheran in Valley City. She was grateful for the
many St. Peter members who attended and for great
connections made with both youth and adults at the
Wayne County Fair. Her Installation service will be October
24 at 3pm. Advent will focus on music and song.
Stewardship and Finance committee met September 7 and
planned Consecration Sunday. Pledge cards were mailed and
are due back October 31. Time and Talent surveys will be
passed out November 21 and collected during the service.
Social and Outreach committee met September 22.
Gracious Givers recipient for October is West Salem Food
Pantry; and November will be NW Elementary and Black
River Elementary for extra clothing. Noisy offerings will
resume, and the change collected in October, November,
and December will go towards buying food for Blessings in
a Backpack. Rabbit Supper will be November 17. Christmas
caroling will follow worship on December 5. December 5 is
also our annual Congregational meeting. Pastor Stephanie
is planning an open house after caroling. Tentative plans
are being made for Christmas in the Barn and bell ringing
for the Salvation Army.
Jen Crum, Worship and Music committee reported
interviewing a prospective organist/pianist. They were still
in the interview process at the time of the council
meeting.
Properties committee chair Jon Kinney reported the M.W.
Robinson company will check the furnace November 1.
Council received LORAC minutes from September 22.
Next meeting will be November 10 at 7pm. We adjourned
by praying the Lord’s Prayer together.
Joni Hagans, Parish Council Secretary


Nov. 17, 2021, 7:00pm
Secretary’s Report
Church Council met Nov. 17, 2021, with ten members
present. This was one week later due to illnesses. Kim
Koch was absent. Jenn Crum shared devotions.
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.
Pastor Stephanie presented her report of activities including
pastoral care; visits and meetings; books she is currently
reading; and upcoming events planned. She shared “Things
to Celebrate” which included her Installation Service – many
thanks to Luke Tegtmeier for sharing his organ talents and

Jen Crum, Worship and Music committee chair, reported
Christmas in the Barn will be December 12 at the Hershey
farm. They are looking for volunteers to light candles on
the Advent wreath during worship. There will be two
Christmas Eve services – at 5:00 and at 7:30. Council
reviewed the musician’s contract. Jenn made a motion to
go forward with hiring Kay Ringley; Tyler Keener seconded,
and the motion carried
Education and Youth met October 19 and were pleased
with the solid attendance and positive reception of the
Blessing of Backpacks event. Youth Christmas shopping is
November 12. Wrapping will be done by Northwestern’s
National Honor Society. Our nursery needs volunteers to
cover during worship. Please consider signing up.
Beginning in January, Junior Church will be limited to
youth in kindergarten and above. The emphasis on the
lesson was not being fully met because of the needs of the
younger students. If more helpers commit, a pre-k group
might be added in the future. Pastor Stephanie will be
developing curriculum for Confirmation for 4th-6th graders.
The committee is working on a youth policy guide for
safety and insurance purposes.
The Endowment committee submitted their selections for
recipients. They are disbursing a total of $8000. Tyler
made a motion to accept the selections and present them
at the annual congregational meeting; Julie Nolletti
seconded, and the motion carried.
Council reviewed the proposed 2022 budget. Pastor
Stephanie moved to increase the Education and Youth
budget to $2000. Jon Kinney seconded, and the motion
carried. Jillian Siedlecki made a motion to approve the
amended budget and present it at the annual congregational meeting; Jenn Crum seconded, and the motion carried.
The Slate of officers and committee members was
presented. Tyler made a motion to approve the slate as
presented and present it at the annual congregational
meeting; Jenn seconded, and the motion carried.
We approved the purchase of ten $10 gas cards for Mary
to keep in the office as she occasionally has a visitor come
in asking for help.
Council acknowledged the Fall/Winter letter from The
Christian Education Board (North Central Northwestern
Religious Education) and minutes from Hillsdale Cares.
Next meeting is to be determined. We adjourned by
praying the Lord’s Prayer together.
Joni Hagans, Parish Council Secretary
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DECEMBER COUNCIL
December 8, 6:30 PM
Our December "meeting" is at
Lincoln Way Vineyards December 8th
at 6:30 PM. Spouses are invited. We
invite incoming council members
and their spouses as well.
Bring a finger food or festive snack.

First Communion
is Coming!
If you have a child you believe is
ready for their first communion,
please contact Pastor Stephanie.
More details will be forthcoming
in the Weekly Messenger.

PANDA PRESCHOOL

MESSENGER
NEWS
What a beautiful time of year to be surrounded with
children. ☺
In December we will be centering our activities
around Christmas and Christ’s birth. Our Christmas
parties will be held on December 16 & 17. Panda will
be closed December 20 through January 4. School
will reconvene on January 5, 2021.
In January we will learn how God provides for the animals,
discuss snowmen and various other winter activities.
There will be no school January 17
in observance of Martin Luther King.
Merry Christmas! May you and your
family have a blessed holiday season!

Miss Tara
Panda Administrator

ANNUAL REPORT FORMS
Forms are distributed to 2021 committee and
group leaders. Please return to the church
office by January 9, 2022 for the annual report.

NO Men’s Breakfast in December.
Watch for information for January.

Women’s Breakfast in December
would fall the week of Christmas, so
NO Women’s Breakfast in December.
Because of winter weather potential
we will not meet in January or February.
We will meet again beginning in March.

Church Directory
Updates for 2021:
Please check over your family’s listing(s)
and submit changes. Submissions due
by January 16.
Would you like to be ADDED to St.
Peter‘s church directory? Submit name(s), address, phone,
email, birthdate, wedding date to the church office.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the
prayers, cards, food,
and memorial contributions in Paul’s memory.
A big thank you to Pastor Stephanie for being there for
us and the wonderful graveside service. We really
appreciate it.

The Paul McLaughlin Family


Dear Friends,
Thank you so very much for all the support you have
given me during the time of my two knee surgeries and
the loss of Karl. All the prayers, thoughts, flowers, food,
cards, visits, and friendship—I am so blessed.
Blessings to all of you,

Nancy Keener


Dear St. Peter Church Family,
Many heartfelt thanks and deep appreciation for all the
wonderful cards, prayers and food. I’m not accustomed
to being down and unable to take care of things so it is
with much gratitude to have such caring people. May
God Bless!

Sally Firestone Chance


St. Peter Congregation,
Thank You, Thank You for all the wonderful cards, notes,
food and prayers that have given me support and
strength through two surgeries! Two more surgeries to
go; but whose counting!

Ken Chance
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PREPARATIONS ARE
UNDERWAY! The program is during service on
December 19.
Program Practices are held during Junior Church.

Two additional evening practices:
Tuesday, December 14 and Friday, December 17
at 6:30 PM. Questions to Angie.


Sunday, December 26th There will be NO Junior Church on Sunday, December 26th.
This will be a family-friendly service with a Children’s
Moment and Christmas music for the whole family to
enjoy.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
December 19 during 10 AM Worship
Written by Pastor Stephanie Woods

Come and enjoy!

Dear Friends,

CHRISTMAS PARTY!
Tuesday, December 28th from 5-7 PM
We will have pizza and a hot cocoa bar, play games,
and have fun! Watch the SPYA Facebook page for
more details and to RSVP. Hope to see you there!


JANUARY
COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITY:
We will be doing a community outreach project at a
local veteran’s home.
If you know a veteran in the community who you
would like to be included in this outreach, please
provide their contact information to Angie
by January 2nd.**
More details to follow.

NEWSLETTER MAILING: The newsletter is

emailed to those who have shared an email address
with the church. Hard copies are mailed to those with
no email and to those who specify. Copies are also
available at the church.
If you prefer to 'opt out' of the email, or simply prefer
a copy mailed, contact the church office.

The West Salem Outreach & Food Pantry, Inc. would like
to thank you for your past support.
During this time of COVID 19, we have continued our
monthly distribution. We were able to open the pantry
during the summer months but we are again prepacking. Our clients’ drive up and their groceries are
placed in their vehicles. They are also given an IGA
voucher for perishable food, such as meat, fresh produce, eggs, etc. or a Holiday voucher.
We have many families that are on fixed incomes: Social
Security, SSI, new families to the area, etc.
Monetary donations are needed to restock shelves when
food donations do not come in. We need to purchase
food each month such as cereal, macaroni & cheese,
spaghetti sauce, noodles, peanut butter & jelly, canned
fruit & vegetables, soups, canned meat, boxed potatoes,
pasta, paper products, laundry soap, dish soap and toiletries.
Our monthly distribution is the first Friday of every month.
We serve an average of 30 families each month. We also
continue to have many families needing help with monetary assistance: electric, gas, prescriptions, etc. They may
receive financial assistance once in a 12 month period.
West Salem Outreach, Inc is a 501(c)3 organization. We
trust the families we provide food and/or financial assistance are truly in need...We depend on local donations
to keep it running from generous contributors like you…
We need approx. $1,500 a month to provide assistance.
If you would like help or have questions, please call
Diane Pritt (President) @ 419-853-4588 or Kathleen
Howman (Secretary) @ 330-264-1920. Financial
contributions can be sent to PO Box 257, West Salem, OH
44287 or deposited at Farmers State Bank in West Salem
in the West Salem Outreach & Food Pantry, Inc. account.

West Salem Outreach & Food Pantry, Inc. Board
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FINANCIAL CORNER
FINANCIAL CORNER
Checking Account - For Current Expenses
September Offerings
Year-to-Date Offerings
Projected Offerings
Total Expenses Year-to-Date
Checkbook Balance

STOP at St. Peter

9/30/2021

$9,917
91,832
$94,497
$93,867
$25,547

Other Offerings Given This Month
Building Fund

SCHEDULE
We are doing a 4-week rotation
instead of 3 to cover stops with
limited staff.
DATES: 12/16; watch for 2022 dates

WAYNE COUNTY

ZION
MEALS

TIME:

4:15-5 PM (**note time change)

JANUARY 16, 2022:
Our next ZION MEAL date when we
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster.
Watch for further information.

$70
$70
$19,263

2022 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule
Contingency Fund (MIF)

$28,886

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)

$27,354

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)

$25,846

Submission and assembly dates
——————————————————————————————————
Issue

Endowment Fund (all accounts)

$106,440

(Balance as of 12/31/20)

FINANCIAL CORNER

10/31/2021

Other Offerings Given During This Month
Building Fund

$75

Noisy Offering (for Blessings in a Backpack)
Panda Preschool

$378
$40
$20

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance

$260
$20,138

Contingency Fund (MIF) Balance
Building/Maint. Fund (MIF) Balance

$28,898
$27,365

West Salem Outreach (cash)

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial

Endowment Fund (all accounts)
(Balance as of 12/31/20)

BLOOD DRIVE

St. Peter Lutheran Church

$11,486
$103,318
$106,612
$103,479
$27,899

N C/ N W Re

Assembly

January 16
January 21
March 20
March 25
May 15
May 20
July 17
July 22
September 18
September 23
Nov 13
Nov 18
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue)

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday (or as
assembly crew decides).

Checking Account - For Current Expenses
October Offerings
Year-to-Date Offerings
Projected Offerings
Total Expenses Year-to-Date
Checkbook Balance

Installation Service (for youth)

Submissions Due

February/March
April/May
June/July
August/September
October/November
Dec, 2020/Jan, 2021

$26,360
$106,440

December 14, 2:30-7 PM
EMERGENCY BLOOD SHORTAGE. Your donation is
needed now to prevent delays in patient care. Hospital
demand continues to outpace donations. Give if you can.
Contact: Linda Reichert.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
SEPTEMBER, 2021
26 74 10 AM
OCTOBER, 2021
3 44 10 AM
10 67 10 AM
17 51 10 AM
24 63 10 AM
31 74 10 AM
NOVEMBER, 2021
7 96 10 AM
14 74 10 AM
21 96 10 AM
28 89 10 AM

SEPTEMBER, 2020
27 41 10 AM
OCTOBER, 2020
4 38 10 AM
11 45 10 AM
18 29 10 AM
25 52 10 AM
NOVEMBER, 2020
1 57 10 AM
8 70 10 AM
15 22 10 AM
22 36 10 AM

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
9451 Ashland Road
Wooster, OH 44691

ADDRESS

Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 12/6/21
TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,
OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:
Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org

Youth Events — Page 6
Panda Preschool — Page 5

JOIN US FOR

CHRISTMAS

IN THE BARN
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12

7:00 PM
We all know Jesus was born in a stable.
There is something special we recover
when we go to a barn and celebrate His
birth. To gather in a place where we
can hear the animals, sing Christmas
carols, and hear the Christmas story is
enriching to our spirit.

We invite you to dress warmly, bring a blanket or two
and come to Ted and Anita Hershey’s barn
Sunday, December 12 at 7:00 PM.
Together we will sing of God’s love in giving us his Son,
and hear the promise of Emmanuel, God is with us.
What good news that will be for us.

DECEMBER 24
Services at 5:00 & 7:30 P.M.
St. Peter will have two Christmas Eve services this year.
Both services will include Holy Communion,
a Children’s Moment, and candle lighting.
We hope you will join us as we celebrate
God’s gift of himself for us!

