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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, Ohio 

 

9451 Ashland Road, Wooster, OH 44691 
(330) 264-1986    office@stpeterelca.org    Website: stpeterelca.org 

 

Rev. Stephanie Woods, Pastor 
Phone: 419-706-5072    •    Email: pastorstephaniewoods@gmail.com 

 

 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

2nd Sunday in Advent  
Holy Communion 

Hymns from ELW  

10:00 A.M. 

 

 
 

 

Welcome as you join us this Advent! 

 

Advent is a season of waiting as we actively prepare for Jesus’ 

coming, both his coming as a baby in Bethlehem and his coming 

back to earth. We prepare our hearts and minds for the great joy 

that awaits us. We do not wait motionlessly, but we wait actively, 

as compassionate people who desire to reflect Christ’s love.  
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We celebrate Holy Communion at our worship service this morning.  
Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized!  We approach the 
altar as directed.  All children are invited to come forward for a 
blessing if they do not normally receive communion. A gluten-
free/no-touch grape juice option is provided for those who prefer.  
Return to your seat (pausing at the altar if you wish) for a time of 
prayer.  If you are unable to come to the altar and would like 
communion in your pew, please let an usher or pastor know. 

 
Singing in the Season: An Advent and Christmas Sermon Series 

 

For many people, the Christmas season and the singing of Christmas 

carols cannot start soon enough. In this series, we’ll surround ourselves 

with the four songs of that first Christmas season: the song of Mary, the 

song of Zechariah, the song of the angels, and the song of Simeon. These 

songs are songs of joy and comfort for a people yearning to understand 

for themselves and explain to others the unimaginable changes in their 

lives, and ultimately, the life of the world. We’ll find ways to sing along 

with those earliest witnesses to Christ’s birth and learn to harmonize our 

songs with theirs this season. 

 
Order of Service 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE        Still, Still, Still           Kay Ringley 
The congregation is invited to stand. 
         

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail to wait patiently and instead fill our lives with anxious 
activity. 
 
Our hope in you falters as we try to make our own kingdoms on 
earth; 
We find ourselves struggling to show love- to ourselves, our families, 
and our neighbors. 
We forget to be joyful about the many blessings you give to us, and 
instead complain about what we do not 
have. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, and restore our hope, peace, love, and joy 
this season. 
Amen. 
God has looked upon each of you with favor. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, who are loved and blessed by God. 
God strengthens you daily to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG                   What Feast of Love             ELW 487 
 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

Assembly is seated. 
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING                         Elaine Koch David Woods 
God is our light in the darkness. As we prepare for Christ’s coming, we 

acknowledge we are anxious for Christmas to be here! All around us we 

see fighting and conflict, and yet God calls us to peace. God’s peace is a 

peace that passes all understanding. 

 

As we light this second candle on our Advent wreath, the candle of 

peace, the darkness continues to lift, and God’s song in us gets a little 

louder. 

 

(light candle) 

 

We are waiting for you God; 

God bring us your peace. 

We are singing to you God; 

God bring us your peace. 

 

Let us pray: 

We praise you, O God, for this time of waiting and preparation. Fill us 

with the peace of your presence, a peace that passes all understanding. 

Continue to fill us with your light, that we might live with peace inside 

ourselves and with all our neighbors. In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Let us sing as we wait for Christ: 

to the tune of Jesus Loves Me 

 

We are waiting for the Lord, 

in a manger to be born. 

He shows us love every day, 

so we wait and watch and pray. 

 

Yes, Jesus is coming. 

Yes, Jesus is coming. 

Yes, Jesus is coming, 

Because he loves us so. 
 

Children are released for Junior Church. 
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FIRST READING:  OT: Deuteronomy 31:1-3a, 6-8  
1When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all 

Israel, 2he said to them: "I am now one hundred twenty years old. I am 

no longer able to get about, and the LORD has told me, 'You shall not 

cross over this Jordan.' 3The LORD your God himself will cross over 

before you. … 6Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, 

because it is the LORD your God who goes with you; he will not fail you 

or forsake you." 
7Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of 

all Israel: "Be strong and bold, for you are the one who will go with this 

people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their ancestors to give 

them; and you will put them in possession of it. 8It is the LORD who 

goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. 

Do not fear or be dismayed." 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING OF THE MAGNIFICAT: Luke 1:46-55 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 

50His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 

51He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 

53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 

54He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 

55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
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SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, (ELW Setting 3) 

 

*GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 

in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And 

he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary 

said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  
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35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 

impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed 

from her. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON           “Peace of God’s Presence”        Pastor Stephanie Woods 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness  ELW 251 

 
The assembly stands. 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 

 

God of peace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Into 

your hands we commend all for whom we pray, confident that you can 

hear even the deepest desires of our hearts, in the name of Jesus, for 

whom we wait. 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Assembly is seated. 

 

OFFERING                     In a Manger Bed                      Kay Ringley 

 

(The table is prepared) 

 
The assembly stands. 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN   Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  ELW 204 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, 

We offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us, as we come to meet you, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

*PREFACE (Sung) 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW Setting 3)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
 

*LORD’S PRAYER               
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to Christ’s banquet.  

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

LAMB OF GOD   (ELW Setting 3) 

 
 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                                                  Kay Ringler 
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The assembly stands. 

 

*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s 

power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 

grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest 

Amen. 

 

*SUNG BLESSING to the tune of “Edelweiss” 
   May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 

   Grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor. 

   Lift up your eyes and see His face, and His grace forever. 

   May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 

 

*BLESSING  
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace, so that we may 

abound in love, by the power of the holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 

whom we wait. 

*SENDING HYMN          Prepare the Royal Highway        ELW 264 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                          A Joyful Trumpet                   Kay Ringley 
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