
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Christopher Bartholomew, Interim Pastor 

 Phone:  330-336-4461  

  E-Mail:   qmechanic@frontier.com    
 Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 10 AM-1 PM 

Church Office:  (330) 264-1986 

     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org       
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  
 

Panda Preschool:  (330) 264-1986 (church phone #) 
June-July, 2021 

  
In Luke 10:38-42 we read, “Now as they went their way, (Jesus) entered a certain village, where a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her home.  She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what 
he was saying.  But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care 
that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?  Tell her then to help me.’  But the Lord answered her, 
‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen 
the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’” 
 
   Immediately before this well-known story of Mary and Martha in Luke’s gospel, we have another well-known 
passage of scripture – the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37).  The story of the Good Samaritan focuses on 
service to those in need as central to faithful discipleship.  But the story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10:38-42 seems 
to focus on something else as central to faithful discipleship.  In light of these two passages we may feel compelled to 
say to Jesus, “What do you want from me?  Which is it?  Do you want me to serve, or do you want me to listen and 
learn?  Please make up your mind!”  
   The answer, of course, is that Christianity involves both listening/learning and serving.  But notice Martha.  
She was worried and distracted by her service.  It upset her.  Her blood pressure was rising.  She wasn’t enjoying it.  
She was frazzled, haggard, and just plain ticked off by the fact that Jesus had not seemed to notice or care that Mary 
was just sitting around while she, Martha, was doing all the work.  “Tell her to help me,” Martha finally said to Jesus. 
   What Martha was doing was not service.  It was unpleasant obligation.  And she wanted Jesus to vindicate 
her – to justify her actions as correct.  And in truth Jesus did justify Martha – and you and me – through his death on 
the cross.  He justified us and freed us to serve him from our hearts, that is, in willing, joyful service. 
   Yet Christianity is not just serving.  A crucial component of faith is first learning why it is that we can serve 
from the heart.  That’s what Mary was doing – listening and learning by sitting at the feet of Jesus.  From what is 
known regarding the status of first century women in Palestine, such was a rare opportunity.  And Mary took ad-
vantage of it.  Mary chose the better part, the “main course,” if you will.  Martha apparently made the mistake of 
thinking that she was the host and Jesus was the guest, while in truth it was the other way around.  Jesus is always 
the host and we are always the guests – in his house, at his feet, at his table, and then in his service.  He continues to 
invite us to listen and learn more and more and more, and to serve more and more and more. 

  

Pastor Chris Bartholomew 
 

 

mailto:qmechanic@frontier.com
http://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8 A.M. 

June 8 & July 13 

 

The Men’s Breakfast group meets at 
Perkins in Ashland, OH.  All men of the church are invited 
for prayer, good food, great fellowship!   

 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
At St. Peter Lutheran  

June 8, 2:30-7 PM 
The need is constant.  Please give if you 

can. 
Questions:  contact Linda Reichert.  
+ + +  

       Drives are 2:30-7 :00 P.M. 

Remaining 2021 Blood Drive Dates: 
  ▪ Tuesday, August 10 
  ▪ Tuesday, October 12     

 
 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is emailed 
to those who have shared an email address with the 
church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with no email 
and to those who specify.  Hard copies are also availa-
ble at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or 
simply prefer a copy mailed, contact the church office.   
 

DID YOU KNOW… The newsletter is available on our   
website: stpeterelca.org.   Click on MEDIA (at the top), 
then  NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

LIVE STREAM / 
AUDIO VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED  
Our crew could use additional  
recruits added to their ranks 

once a month.  Training offered.  
Contact Dave Tegtmeier or Kevin Siedlecki. 

 

 

OUTDOOR    
WORSHIP 
August 1 at 10 AM 

Plans are in the works to 
hold our annual outdoor       
worship service August 1, 
10 AM.  Watch for further 
information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PETER LUTHERAN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Applications for the St. Peter Lutheran Church College 
Scholarship are available in the church office.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE: July 25, 2021 

Scholarships will be awarded during church on     
August 8, 2021. 
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To all the GREAT people at St. Peter: 
 

 I want to sincerely thank-you for all you have done for me 
with my bout of illnesses.  I had the fall last July 3, then a 
heart attack about the 23 of July.  I was in the hospital for a 
week, thought I would never recover with speaking, and 
other ailments.  It took me about 4 months to comprehend 
sentences! GOD HELPED, for SURE!    

God was there;  I had a GREAT Doctor in the emergency 
room here in Machias, Maine.  Dr. Grayson was a “Blessing 
from Heaven”.  I was THRILLED for his calmness. 

Then I had melanoma skin cancer.  The incision is about 
healed.   

Thank-you ALL for all the GREAT cards and phone calls, 
letters emails, and more. 
 

God’s GREAT HEALTH to ALL of YOU! 
 

Jim Appleman 
 

REMEMBER!  Every day you wake up is a BLESSING! 
⬧⬧⬧ 

Dear  Church Family, 

I just wanted to take the time to thank you for sending 
me a care package.  I really appreciate it.  I have one 
more week of school and then I am on summer break!  
Thanks again for thinking of me. 
 

Claire Vaughan 
          ⬧⬧⬧ 

Dear St. Peter Congregation, 

Thank you so much for the Kohl’s gift card and the abso-
lutely beautiful hanging basket for Parish Administrator 
Day.  I do appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Mary 

PANDA PRESCHOOL 

MESSENGER  

                 

                                                                                                        

            NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

Thanks for a great year at Panda Preschool, I hope 
you  enjoy  your summer.  We look forward to returning 
faces in the fall and also meeting new ones. 

We will miss our preschool graduates as they begin their 
new adventure at elementary school. 

May your summer shine bright! 

Miss Tara 

Panda Administrator 

 GRACIOUS GIVERS 
of St. Peter’s  

 

Our church members continually and graciously give to 

others ...truly! ❤ 

Summer and Fall will be the months of 2021 that give us 
the chance to support the following organizations: 

Panda Preschool - needed supplies for busy staff and 
learning children. 

Blessings in a Backpack @ Northwestern Elem. - cash 
donations so that packaged food items may be pur-
chased.  These items are packed in about 30 students’ 
backpacks each Friday.  The filled backpacks are taken 
home discreetly by the students so they may enjoy extra, 
needed food in their homes. 

Northwestern Elem. and Black River Elem. - clothing 
and undies for young children are always needed and 
used.  School nurses keep these items in their clinics and 
share them with children,  when they help kiddos.   

Care & Share - This is a large group of Wayne County  
residents who assist women as they feel strong and able 
to leave Julia’s Place in Wooster.  These women (and 
their children) find safety and guidance at Julia’s Place, 
the local battered women’s shelter.  This outreach of 
Wayne Co. residents provides used, good furniture; used, 
good washers/dryers; new household items such as small 
kitchen and bath items; some clothing; beds and other 
bedroom items; and joy for others...true joy and faith!  
Each woman does find her own rental apartment and 
clean it.  Once the apartment is ready, members of the 
Care & Share group actually move all the donated items 
to the rented property and turn the apartment into a 
welcoming home.  Ohhh, the tears of happiness and pray-
ers of thanks shared by these receiving women (and their 
children) touches the hearts of many!  Once the Care & 
Share leaders let Sharon M. know the month that  items 
are needed and the type of needed items, then St. Peter’s 
“Gracious Givers” will be asked to give to these hopeful 
women who are on the road to emotional recovery. 

 If any St. Peter’s members would like to know more 
about Care & Share, please ask Sharon.  She can also 
share how to join Care & Share (either a behind~ the~ 
scenes member or an active member helping with pack-
ing/moving.) 

Friends, bless all of you who generously reach out to 
others with cash gifts, actual items, physical help, and 
prayers!    

Thank you, thank you from your 2021  Social and Out-
reach Committee: 

Deanna K, Judy F, Andrea B, Cassie C, Kim K, Sharon M 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 
April 14, 2021       7:00pm     Secretary’s Report  
 
Church Council met April 14, 2021 with all ten members 
present.  President Tyler Keener opened the meeting and 
Julie Nolletti shared devotions. 
 
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.  
Pastor Chris presented his report of activities. We will  
provide a list for visitation possibilities. 
  
Social & Outreach chair Kim Koch reported her committee 
is discussing charities for Gracious Givers.  
 
Worship and Music committee met April 7 and selected 
hymns. A second and third hymn has been added to the 
service. The committee would also like to resume choir. 
The choir coach will contact choir members. Audio of the 
service is already available in the nursery. Council felt it 
unnecessary to have video also, as caregivers would be 
busy watching and playing with the children. The com-
mittee recommended to have an outdoor service on    
August 1. Tyler made the motion to hold the outdoor  
service; Joni Hagans seconded, and the motion carried. 
  
Education chair Kristen Hudson announced VBS will be 
June 28 - July 2. This will be in person and offered in the 
evening 6:00-8:00pm. Recognition of our lone graduate, 
Joey Ballinger, will take place May 23 during worship. 
Evangelism committee will interview him. 
  
Properties chair Jon Kinney reported a paint day is    
scheduled for May 22. Other items on their agenda are 
bathroom water faucets; repair front railing; finish sealing 
brick exterior; service the air conditioners; and explore the 
possibility of security cameras and a new lawn mower.  
Council briefly discussed the need to have a safety plan in 
place. Tyler will do some    research.  
 
The Northeastern Ohio Synod Assembly is June 11 & 12. 
Two members of the congregation are encouraged to 
attend. Contact the office if you are interested. Deadline 
to register is May 30. 
 
Council received Panda minutes from April 6 and Panda 
Treasurer’s report. 
 
Next meeting will be May 12 at 7pm. We adjourned by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 

 
 

 

 
May 12, 2021       7:00pm     Secretary’s Report  
 
Church Council met May 12, 2021 with eight members    
present.  Jenn Crum and Jillian Siedlecki were absent.     
President Tyler Keener opened the meeting and Jon     
Kinney shared devotions. 
 
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.  
Pastor Chris presented his report of activities. He is      
available to bless farms this spring. 
 
Social & Outreach chair Kim Koch reported her committee 
has chosen charities for Gracious Givers. August recipient 
is Panda preschool; October recipient is Blessings in a 
Backpack; and November will be West Salem Outreach. 
They will purchase geraniums for the altar on Pentecost 
Sunday and then plant around the church. Fathers will be 
celebrated on Father’s Day. 
 
Julie Nolletti reported Evangelism committee is writing 
notes or calling members who have not attended recently 
so we can keep in touch. Devon Neer will interview         
graduate Joey Ballinger. 
 
Worship and Music committee met May 5 and selected 
hymns. The choir will resume in the fall. Our outdoor   
service is August 1 with a picnic to follow.  
 
Properties chair Jon Kinney reported Mike Martin serviced 
our mower. 
 
The Call committee met and had a mock interview. They 
are preparing questions in preparation for a candidate 
interview soon. 
 
Tyler will continue his research on a safety plan.  
The Northeastern Ohio Synod Assembly is June 11 & 12. 
Tyler and Pastor Chris will attend virtually. One more    
delegate is needed. Contact the office if you are interest-
ed. Deadline to register is May 30. 
 
Council approved lifting the mask mandate the first      
Sunday in June in accordance with Governor DeWine’s 
timeline. We will pass pew pads for attendance and bless 
the children during communion. Masks will be optional 
and social distancing still recommended. 
 
Joni Hagans mentioned two handicap parking signs were 
stolen.   
 
Next meeting will be June 9 at 7pm. We adjourned by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 
 

 



 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your prayers and concern.  Many people offered to help anyway they could.  We have taken a few of 
the offers up and I feel comfortable asking if needed.  All of this is greatly appreciated by both Jim and me. 

This has been a very difficult time for both of us.  Physically for Jim, but also because he is usually the one who arranges things.  
He has let the kids and me handle everything without complaining or getting upset, but I know it hurts.  It was his realization 
that we needed to be in a different place and the kids picked up on that right away.  He told the kids they were to take         
anything that they wanted from the house.  That didn’t go over too well by their spouses.  They all have complete homes.          
I will say the kids have taken us up on many things, except some things I said I wasn’t ready to give up yet. 

That being said, I have one more Children’s Moment to give (for all as follows): 

From this experience, I realize that although God gave us free will, He promised to always be there to help us make those    
decisions.  Through all of this I have felt God over my right shoulder saying “I’m here, you will be alright”.  As we were making 
decisions, my old “gut” feelings checked in and I’m sure we were led in the right direction.  Whatever they call it, gut feeling, 
intuition, urgings, think of them as God’s presents for us and listen to them. 

Peace and grace to you all,  

Nancy Norton 
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  CELEBRATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR 

JOEY BALLINGER 

Joey Ballinger is graduating from Northwestern High School on May 30, 2021.  
He played golf and baseball for the Huskies, and his favorite high school memory 
was going on a hayride with the FFA. Joey enjoyed math class, while English was 
not quite his thing. 
 
He also has some great memories from growing up at St. Peter’s Church.  He 
loved doing the water balloon fights at the church camps and spending time 
with the other kids.  His mom, Cathy, remembers him as a child asking if it was 
“wine time” yet while waiting for communion.  
 
Joey is a hunting and fishing kind of guy.  These are some of his favorite hobbies.  
He deer hunts and can complete the whole process on his own - hunting,         
harvesting and field dressing.  

 
His future plans are to jump right into the work force.  He hopes to become an owner operator eventually and will 
get to work and travel at the same time.   This summer, he plans to hang out with his buddies, and hopefully enjoy 
and reflect on his big accomplishment of finishing up school. 
 
Congratulations to Joey, Northwestern Class of 2021! 
 
Interviewed by 
Devon Neer 
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Help Make VBS a Success!! 
 June 28 - July 2, 2021 

6 pm – 8 pm 
 

**Please mark the ways you will help: 

Before VBS:  
I would like to help… 
□ Pray for teachers, students and families who 
   participate. 
 

□ Enroll your children or grandchildren and invite  
    neighborhood children too. 
  

Volunteer to help: We have many jobs to do, 
even if you can’t be here VBS week: 
  

□ Preparing craft materials 

□ Distributing publicity materials 

□ Help create and decorate the VBS environment 

□ Help with pre-registration, (1-day only) 

Donate supplies:  
Watch to see how you can participate. 

 □ Make a donation for supplies of snacks, etc. 
  

During VBS: 
I would like to help by… 
□ Being a Group Guide  (no preparation necessary) 

□ Registration/Signing in Children (all week) 

□ Help as a “floater” during VBS day, to meet     

    various needs or issues that might come up.  
  

 
After VBS:  
I would like to help by… 

 □ Clean-up (1-day only) 

□ Writing cards to students who attended VBS 
  
  

 Name___________________________________ 
  

 Phone___________________________________ 
  

Email___________________________________ 

   
  
  

  

 
Please return form to box provided   

at the back table or church office. 
  
  

Questions to Angie Yarwood, VBS Coordinator. 

Reminder: Interest Free 
College Loans for the   
2021-2022 School Year.     

Is this too good to be true? Not  
at all. 

The Pierstorf Memorial Fund was 
established in 1994 to provide interest-free loans to eligible 
college students who are members of Lutheran churches in 
Ohio. The Fund was initiated by Dr. Ervin Pierstorf and his 
beloved wife, Florence and in loving memory of his brother, 
Clarence. All three family members (now deceased) devoted 
themselves to helping young people receive a college educa-
tion. As life-long Lutherans and members of Messiah Luther-
an Church in Fairview Park, the Pierstorf family chose to pro-
vide funds for fellow Lutherans regardless of their synodical 
affiliation. The family saw this as a wonderful way of serving 
others in the name of Christ. They subsequently initiated 
similar programs at Baldwin Wallace University and Ohio 
Northern University. The Loan Fund was initially limited to 
families in Northeast Ohio, is now open to the State of Ohio. 

 The interest-free loans are available to Lutheran stu-
dents in the State of Ohio who are or will be enrolled 
full time in a four-year undergraduate program at any 
accredited college or university. This year, the maximum 
interest-free loan is $3,000 for the school year.  We do 
not ask for family income information, and strive to    
provide loans for any Lutheran college student.  First time 
borrowers can be new or returning college students. For 
information, visit www.Pierstorf.org  and complete the 
2021-2022 application. Applications open April 15 and 
remain open until June 30, 2021.    

Questions? Email Pierstorf@MessiahFP.org  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPYA! St. Peter’s Youth in Action!                                                                                          

SPYA! will meet on Wednesday, 
June 2nd at 1:00.   
Mark your calendars, as we will be 
blessing some very special people 
within our congregation at this 
meeting. If you need a ride to the 

church, please let Angie know!  You can sign up by con-
tacting Angie directly.  

SPYA! will meet DURING CHURCH on Sunday, July 18th 
for DEVOTIONS AND DONUTS, in the church base-
ment. We will also be packing dinner bags, immediately 
after church, for the Zion meal. This will not take long, so 
please consider sticking around to help - We would love 
to see you there!  

We will be having a SUMMER FUN PARTY for kids of 
all ages at the end of July!  Watch the Weekly Messenger 
for more details and think of a friend that you might like 
to bring to this event! 

 & YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GcgGv_WUzlIrV1tgZ7j06elejRvo5e2zbCMuQwig-6V2IveZdaZBubkDzIlpKH-dT3V6Yi7sFU0VuCaQoQgyi_cpoGbej0BcR7lMRIMq8c0xOHULrb8Nx0q4yQbYODESf4pBVMjZ2OBnmPE20TJz19Z2YrJPh5tIH9rY--C8Gqw=&c=AyARoL24N7Q2F8lSz-fL5p8RK1E-ObO8guASY7t2a3aZqzdyJZWAk
mailto:Pierstorf@messiahfp.org
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WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

ZION  

MEALS   

JULY 18, 2021: 
Our next ZION MEAL date when we    
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster. 
 

SPYA! (St. Peter’s Youth In Action) will pack the 
dinner meal bags this month. 

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
         

SCHEDULE   
We are doing a  4-week rotation       
instead of 3 to cover stops with        
limited staff. 
 

DATES:   6/3, 7/1, 7/29  
 

TIME:     1:45-2:45 PM 
 

 

No Lenten Wed. eve service/
meal this year. 

MARCH, 2021 
28  60  10 AM    
 

APRIL, 2021 
2    26  7 PM   Maundy Thursday  
4    85  10 AM   Easter 

11  53  10 AM    

18  41  10 AM    

25  44  10 AM    
 

MAY, 2021 
2    45  10 AM   

9    77  10 AM   

16  44  10 AM   

MARCH, 2020 
22  0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

25  0  6:30 PM LENTEN SERVICE CANCELLED   

29  0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  
 

APRIL, 2020 
1   0  6:30 PM LENTEN SERVICE CANCELLED   

5   0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

9   0  7 PM   Maundy Thursday Cancelled  

10 0  7 PM   Good Friday Cancelled  

12 0 7:30/10 AM Easter Services Cancelled  

19 0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

26 0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  
 

MAY, 2020 
3   0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

10 0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

17 0  10 AM  Service Cancelled  

2021 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 
Issue                     Submissions Due        Assembly  

 

August/September     July 18           July 23 
October/November    September 19     September 24 

Dec, 2020/Jan 2021   Nov 14            Nov 19 
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 

 

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday  

(or as assembly crew decides). 

 

$70 
 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER       3/31/2021 
        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

March Offerings    $14,195  

Year-to-Date Offerings   32,764 

Projected Offerings    $31,499 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $30,480  

Checkbook Balance    $29,039  
        

Other Offerings Given This Month    

      

       

Contingency Fund (MIF)    $28,813  
        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)    $26,854 
       

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)   $26,368  
        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $106,440  
        

(Balance as of 12/31/20)   

  

      
 

 

 

     

FINANCIAL CORNER       4/30/2021 

        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

April Offerings    $8,455  

Year-to-Date Offerings   $41,219 

Projected Offerings    $41,191 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $41,371 

Checkbook Balance    $26,726 
        

Other Offerings Given During This Month    

  Building Fund   $74 

  Lenten    $50 

NC/NW Re  

  $19,263  

Contingency Fund (MIF)   $28,825 

        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)   $26,554 
        

    
    

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)  $26,532 

        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $106,440  

    (Balance as of 12/31/20)       

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance 

  $19,201 

Building Fund 

 

 



Address Service Requested.
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Wooster, OH  44691 
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VBS at St. Peter 
June 28-July 2, 2021  

6 pm– 8 pm 
 

Theme:  

TREASURED  
Discovering You’re Priceless to God 

10th Annual  

CONTINUOUS  
  SILENT AUCTION! 

It’s time, once again, for one of St. Peter’s most popular 
fundraisers. To benefit our scholarship fund, we will begin 
accepting donations for the  continuous silent auction on 
Sunday, May 30th.  

What can you donate? Well, that is totally up to you!   
Bake your famous chocolate chip cookies, bring in unique 
antiques or fun items, offer a service - the possibilities are 
limitless. Anything and everything will be sincerely         
appreciated, so BE CREATIVE! 

Donations from both individuals and businesses are       
welcome and appreciated. Bring in donations anytime 
starting May 30th. 

If your donation is perishable, please bring a description   
of the item at this time. 

Donations may be dropped off on the back table of the 
sanctuary or in the church office. 
Bidding begins July 4th and closes July 25th (one half hour 
after worship). 

All proceeds benefit the St. Peter College Scholarship Fund. 

Questions? Contact the church office or Kristen Hudson. 

Don’t forget - VBS is right around the corner!  

Please register by June 14.   

Also, we need some helping hands to make it all happen - 
teens and adults, please sign up if you are able to volunteer 
during VBS, or if you’d like to help with preparations.  (Find 
form on page 6). 

A sign-up sheet for VBS supplies will be available from May 30 
- June 13, at the back of the church.  All supplies must be 
brought  to the church no later than June 20.  This is a great 
way to support our VBS program, if you aren’t able to help 
during the week! 


