
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Christopher Bartholomew, Interim Pastor 

 Phone:  330-336-4461  

  E-Mail:   qmechanic@frontier.com    
 Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 10 AM-1 PM 

Church Office:  (330) 264-1986 

     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org       
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  
 

Panda Preschool:  (330) 264-1986 (church phone #) 
April-May, 2021 

In John 10 we read, “(Jesus said) I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father.  And I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do 
not belong to this fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd.” 
 
Choirs and singing groups can be wonderful witnesses to God’s gift of unity and harmony in life.  It’s not 
just in the words they sing, but the fact that they are singing together. 
 
Singing together is not easy!  It takes practice.  In rehearsals, the choir works hard at listening – listening to 
the voice of the director, and listening to each others’ voices.  Each individual in the choir must sing with 
her or his best voice, but the choir must also sing with one voice. 
 
Our experience of God’s gift of peace in the risen Christ is much like this choir experience.  We constantly 
need to sharpen our skills of living in that peace.  One skill that is named in the gospel passage above is the 
skill of listening.  “…They will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
 
Listening is both an individual and group experience.  The Good Shepherd calls each sheep by name.  We 
are touched individually in baptism and called by name.  Throughout life, a believer practices listening to 
God’s voice through prayer, worship, and Scripture. 
 
God also calls us as a group, as a congregation, as a whole Christian Church.  We must exercise our ability  
to listen to one another and to the One Shepherd.  As we work at it, we discover the wonderful and          
unexpected harmonies God is creating out of our lives.  Our ability to express faith out loud together       
becomes an important witness to our God. 
 

 

Pastor Chris Bartholomew 

mailto:qmechanic@frontier.com
http://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8 A.M. 

April 13 & May 11 

 

The Men’s Breakfast resumes in April.  

The group meets at Perkins in Ashland, OH.  All men of the 
church are invited for prayer, good food, great fellowship!   

 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
At St. Peter Lutheran  

April 13, 2:30-7 PM 
The need is constant.  Please give if you can. 

Questions:  contact Linda Reichert.  
+ + +  

       Drives are 2:30-7 :00 P.M. 

Remaining 2021 Blood Drive Dates: 
  ▪  Tuesday, June 8           ▪ Tuesday, August 10 
  ▪  Tuesday, October 12    ▪ Tuesday, December 14

 

Mother Daughter Banquet  
There will be no Mother-Daughter        
banquet this year. 

Geraniums  
For Pentecost Sunday, May 23: 
 

Social & Outreach Committee will not 
take  orders for geraniums for Pente-
cost Sunday this year.   Instead, the 
committee will  provide the plants and 
then plant them around the church. 

 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD        
ASSEMBLY 2021 - SAVE THE DATE! 

June 11 & 12, 2021    

One male and one female delegate needed to    
represent St. Peter along with Pastor Chris.  Watch 
for information.  Please contact Pastor Chris or the 
church office to learn more.   

 

NEWSLETTER MAILING:  The newsletter is emailed 
to those who have shared an email address with the 
church.  Hard copies are mailed to those with no email 
and to those who specify.  Hard copies are also availa-
ble at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt out' of the newsletter email, or 
simply prefer a copy mailed to you, contact the church 
office.   
 

DID YOU KNOW… The newsletter is available on our   
website: stpeterelca.org.   Click on MEDIA (at the top), 
then  NEWSLETTER in the drop-down menu. 

LIVE STREAM 

AUDIO  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Our crew could use additional  
recruits added to their ranks 

once a month.  Training offered.  Contact Dave 
Tegtmeier or Kevin Siedlecki. 

 

ROGATION SUNDAY - MAY 9 
This year Rogation Sunday is    
May 9 which is also Mother’s Day.  
In this service we ask God to bless 
our seeds, soil, and the weather 
that our harvest will be bountiful 
and bring Him praise. 

 

BLESSING ON THE FARM:   

Pastor Chris will visit those farms wishing to have a bless-
ing of the farm and of the equipment.  If you would like 
Pastor Chris to visit your farm and offer a blessing please 
contact him.   He will be available the entire month of May 
on a Monday or Wednesday.   
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Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

Dear Deb, Rita and other wonderful people, 

Thank you so very much for the gift cards and Beanie 
Babies that you provided at Christmas time.  We so 
appreciated having extra goodies to pass out. 

Blessings, 

Cheryl Oswald  
DZ@6 Coordinator 

⬧⬧⬧ 
Dear  St. Peter Church, 

I did not know I was on the valentine list for the first 
time until they were delivered.  They and you are a 
treasurer.   

I am looking forward to seeing you all again and giving 
out those “unused hugs.” 

With love, 

Joanne Pim 
          ⬧⬧⬧ 

Thank you!  Thank you! 

I was surprised to be included in St. Peter’s Valentine 
list, but I really enjoyed the valentines.  Everyone did a 
nice job and the children's work was amazing.  They 
brought me many smiles and they touched my heart. 

Love you all, 

Elly Rice 
⬧⬧⬧ 

Dear Endowment Fund Committee, 

Thank you so much for your $250 gift to the Youth 
Program!  I am so excited to grow our program for the 
kids of St. Peter.  This money will certainly help many of 
my plans and ideas come to fruition!  I am so grateful 
for your kindness and generosity. 

Sincerely,  

Angie 
⬧⬧⬧ 

Thank you for your support of the West Salem Outreach 
& Food Pantry, Inc. for year 2020.  Your donation of 
$350. and food donations has helped many in the 
West Salem/Northwestern area.  With your help, we 
continue to provide a food distribution once a month 
and a food voucher to our local IGA. 

Thank you, 

Kathleen Howman, Secretary  
West Salem Outreach & Food Pantry, Inc.                       
A 501(c)3 organization 

          ⬧⬧⬧ 

I would like to thank all the children for the lovely  
valentines and candy and for the many valentines from 
the church family that were given to me.  I was totally 
surprised that my name got on the list.  Thanks again. 
 

Love & Peace to all, 

Shirley Gilbert 

PANDA PRESCHOOL 

MESSENGER  

                 

                                                                                                        

            NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Spring! 

April and May will be very busy months at Panda            
Preschool!  We will talk about Noah’s Ark, Earth Day 
and  of course, those April showers! 

Spring break is March 29-April 2.  We will return  
April 5. 

It’s hard to believe May will be here.  Seems like we 
just began our school year.  This is a happy time for our        
graduating classes to move on to kindergarten.  They 
will be missed very much by the Panda Staff but we 
look     forward to new faces and returning students. ☺ 

The 3/4’s year end program is May 20 at 6:30 PM. 

Preschool  Graduation will be Friday, May 21 at 6:30 PM. 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year has begun.      
Call the office for a registration packet:  330-264-1986.    
Registration form is also on the  website:  stpeterelca.org. 

Miss Tara  

Panda Administrator   

 

RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM   
March 21, 2021 was a beautiful day to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism of Samantha Jane Miley.  
Samantha is the daughter of Jason and Amy Miley.    
Pastor Christopher Bartholomew presided. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 
March 10, 2021       7:00pm     Secretary’s Report  
 
Church Council met March 10, 2021 with nine members 
present. Julie Nolletti was absent. The February meeting 
was canceled due to snow and slippery road conditions. 
President Tyler Keener shared devotions and opened the 
meeting. 
 
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.  
Pastor Chris presented his report of various events and 
visitations.  
 
Social & Outreach chair Kim Koch shared ideas her       
committee is working on. They have planned Easter      
activities for the children on Palm Sunday. 
 
Worship and Music committee met March 3 and selected 
hymns. There will be no communion on Palm Sunday. 
They recommended to cancel the Maundy Thursday     
service based on the low attendance of the Ash Wednes-
day service. Council agreed.  Good Friday services will be 
in-person. There are no mid-week Lenten services. The 
committee also recommended to omit the Easter break-
fast this year and have only the 10:00 service. Council 
agreed. Dick Brenneman will preach this Sunday in Pastor 
Chris’s absence. We will be adding a second and third 
hymn to the service in April. Discussion was held on      
purchasing large screen TVs for the sanctuary. Council 
tabled this for now. We also discussed the live streaming 
and agreed it has many views and should continue. We 
will need more volunteers to help with live streaming. The 
committee would also like to resume choir. 
 
Education chair Kristen Hudson asked about VBS in person 
and council said yes. We also were open to a training   
stipend for Family Education Coordinator Angie Yarwood. 
 
Evangelism committee met February 8 and packed college 
and military care packages. Thank you to all donors who 
baked or donated. 
 
Properties chair Jon Kinney reported he has started to 
scrape the peeling paint from the parsonage garage ceil-
ing. It will get painted. Jon reported the polling location 
agreement with the Wayne County Board of Elections was 
signed and mailed. 
 
Council received the ELCA Congregational Report for 2020; 
Panda minutes from January 26; Panda Treasurer’s report; 
and minutes from the Christian Executive committee for 
North Central-Northwestern Religious Education. 
 
Next meeting will be April 14 at 7pm. We adjourned by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
Joni Hagans 
 
Parish Council Secretary 

 

VBS    
VBS is back!  

 

Stay tuned for all 
the details! 

Church Family, 

Don and I want to thank    
everyone for the Valentine 
cards and their time and    
talents.  Thanks to the      

committee members who did the coordination and     
delivery of the cards and to the people who sent the 
cards and snack.  The cards and notes from our younger     
members were a very bright spot in the day.  Thank you 
to everyone involved with the Live Streaming, a wonder-
ful way to help keep in touch.  Everyone and everything 
is very much appreciated. 

Warm thank yous!! 

Becky 
⬧⬧⬧ 

To all of you who were involved with our wonderful gift of 
love shown through your beautiful cards (especially the 
homemade)...the wonderful treats and decorated red bowl 
they all came in!  We thank you for your kind words about our 
daughter and son-in-law...which made us feel proud! 
We thank you all for putting a smile on our face when you 
don’t even know us!  And we thank you for caring to even 
want to do this for us!  You are very special people!  We wish 
we lived closer to be a member of your special church! 

Ted & Gerry Widder 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY  

Graduation Sunday is May 23.  We will recognize our 
sole graduating senior,  Joey Ballinger during worship. 

⬧ ⬧ ⬧ 

Youth Facebook Page:  Contact Angie Yarwood, 

Family Education Coordinator, Kristen Hudson, Educa-
tion Committee Chair, or Patty Gortner to be added to 
our private Facebook page.be  added to our private 

 YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

ZION  

MEALS   

MAY 16, 2021: 
Our next ZION MEAL date when we    
provide and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster. 
 

Watch for any specifics for this meal date.  

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
         

SCHEDULE DECEMBER—FEBRUARY.  
Stops are different times and dates   
due to changes made.  We are doing a  
4-week rotation instead of 3 to cover 
stops with limited staff. 
 

DATES:   4/8, 5/6, 6/3  
 

TIME:     1:45-2:45 PM 

 

$21,065 

JANUARY, 2020 
24  50  10 AM  

30  40  10 AM   
 

FEBRUARY, 2021 
 7   38   10 AM 

 14 43   10 AM 

17    9  7 PM Ash Wednesday 
21   30  10 AM  

28  37   10 AM  

No Lenten Wed. eve services/
meal this year. 

MARCH, 2021 
7    43  10 AM   

14  48  10 AM    

21  67  10 AM    

Building Fund 
West Salem Outreach 
Zion Meal (for gift cards) 
Habitat for Humanity 
ELCA Disaster Response 

JANUARY, 2020 
26  70  10 AM   
 

FEBRUARY, 2020 
 2   79   10 AM 

 9   76   10 AM 

16  54  10 AM 
23   71  10 AM  

26  30  7 PM Ash Wednesday 
 

MARCH, 2020 
1    90  10 AM   

 4    21  6:30 PM LENTEN MEAL/ WORSHIP 

8    76  10 AM    

11  25   6:30 PM LENTEN MEAL/ WORSHIP 

15  34  10 AM    

18  Service Cancelled (Covid-19 

        Shutdown) 6:30 PM LENTEN MEAL/ WORSHIP 

2021 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 
Issue                     Submissions Due        Assembly  

 

June/July          May 16           May 21 

August/September     July 18           July 23 
October/November    September 19     September 24 

Dec, 2020/Jan 2021   Nov 14            Nov 19 
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 

 

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday  

(or as assembly crew decides). 

 

$70 

 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER       1/31/2020 
        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

January Offerings    $7,497  

Year-to-Date Offerings   7,497 

Projected Offerings    $12,115 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $10,903  

Checkbook Balance    $23,050  
        

Other Offerings Given This Month    

      

       

Contingency Fund (MIF)    $28,778  
        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)    $26,510 
       

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)   $26,103  
        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $106,440  
        

(Balance as of 12/31/20)   

           

 

     

FINANCIAL CORNER       2/28/2020 

        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

February Offerings    $11,073  

Year-to-Date Offerings   $18,569 

Projected Offerings    $21,807 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $20,741 

Checkbook Balance    $24,514 
        

Other Offerings Given During This Month    

  Lenten Offering   $70 

  Building Fund    $160 

NC/NW Re  

  $18,286  

Contingency Fund (MIF)   $28,798 
        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)   $26,529  
        

    
    

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)  $26,243 
        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $106,440  

    (Balance as of 12/31/20)       

 

 

 

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance 

  $18,482 



Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 3/29/21 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 Panda Messenger — Page 
3 

Youth Events — Page 4 

Panda Preschool — Page 3
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   
    
    

   
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY:  
April 2 at 7 P.M. 
In-person Worship 

Tenebrae Service  
(Candles extinguished, lights dimmed            

with each extinguished candle.) 
 

Maundy Thursday Service (April 1) is cancelled. 
 

EASTER WORSHIP  
April 4 at 10 AM. 

In-person Festival Worship                               
with Holy Communion 

Service Live Streamed.    
 

(No early sunrise service or breakfast this year.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Days in April 2021  
•Maundy Thursday — April 1, 2021 

•Good Friday — April 2, 2021 

•Easter — April 4, 2021 

•Earth Day — April 22, 2021 

 
Special dates in May 
•  National Day of Prayer — May 6, 2021  

• Mother's Day — May 9, 2021  

• Ascension of the Lord — May 13, 2021  

• Day of Pentecost — May 23, 2021  

• Trinity Sunday — May 30, 2021  

• Memorial Day — May 31, 2021  


