
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

   
 

 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT:   As God’s family led by the Holy Spirit, we are a loving  
and welcoming community inviting others to share and grow in God ’s Word and grace.  

 

Vision Statement: As compassionate people we desire to reflect Christ ’s love. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of New Pittsburg, OH 

Rev. Christopher Bartholomew, Interim Pastor 

 Phone:  330-336-4461  

  E-Mail:   qmechanic@frontier.com    
 Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 10 AM-1 PM 

Church Office:  (330) 264-1986 

     E-Mail:      office@stpeterelca.org       
  Website:   stpeterelca.org  
  Facebook: St-Peter-Lutheran-Church  
 

Panda Preschool:  (330) 264-1986 (church phone #) 
December, 2020--January 2021 

In Matthew 2:1-12 the gospel writer tells of Herod’s fright (and the fright of all Jerusalem!), recounts 
Herod’s conniving and deceit, and repeats to the hearers the warning of danger given to the wise men.  As 
one reads Matthew 2:1-12, one senses foreboding, even a bit of fear, under the surface.  But there is also 
something else here.  Something so precious it belongs under royal lock and key, something so potent and 
so powerful that you can smell it even through the darkness: frankincense.  According to the 1st century A.D. 
Roman naturalist and author Pliny, the owners of the ancient perfume workshops in Alexandria, Egypt,     
demanded that their workers do their labor dressed in special aprons, masks, and hairnets, and then remove 
these protective coverings from their bodies before leaving the premises.  All this was done to ensure that 
none of the precious frankincense left the workshop “accidentally”.  Frankincense, used to mix certain      
sacred ointments, was in fact so precious that it was kept locked in the Temple treasury. 
 
The aroma of frankincense heralds a powerful royal announcement.  Matthew presents the announcement 
as a question, put in the mouths of the wise men: “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?”  
Where is the new king who drew the wise men away from their own lands to pay homage?  Herod, a tyrant 
who will let no one – not even his own family – get in the way of his power, is clearly no king worth honoring. 
  
A light has come to banish the darkness, to gather the nations, to guide home the exiles and the lost.  A king 
has come that we may have justice and righteousness and peace.  Good news has come, a revelation of 
grace given not just to one nation but to all. 
 
Into a world of foreboding and fear this unexpectedly rich aroma of royalty and this startling announcement 
of grace come, and lives are abundantly changed.  There is a sense of energy, of bursting forth, of newness 
of life.  God’s boundless riches are being poured out in a revelation that gives boldness and confidence, that 
gives new sight and understanding.  Joy overwhelms the wise men, and gifts are poured out.  A celebration 
is coming; indeed, it is already here.  The aroma of frankincense is in the air.  Do you not perceive it?  Even 
the darkness of the world cannot prevent us from taking notice.  The aroma is that of promise, of hope, of 
new life that only the King of kings can bring. 
 

Pastor Chris Bartholomew 
 

 

 

mailto:qmechanic@frontier.com
http://www.facebook.com/St-Peter-Lutheran-Church
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 
2nd Tuesday of the month at 8 A.M. 

December 8 2020 &  
January 12, 2021    

       

The group meets at Perkins in Ashland, OH.  All men of  

the church are invited for prayer, good food, great fellowship!   

 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
At St. Peter Lutheran  

December 15, 2:30-7 PM 
The need is constant.  Please give if you can. 

Questions:  contact Linda Reichert.  
+ + +  

       Drives are 2:30-7 :00 P.M. 

2021 Blood Drive Dates: 
  ▪ Tuesday, February 9 ▪ Tuesday, August 10 
  ▪ Tuesday, April 13  ▪ Tuesday, October 12 
  ▪ Tuesday, June 8  ▪ Tuesday, December 14 

 

 

 ANNUAL  
 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

 
 

St. Peter will hold its annual meeting Sunday, December 6, 
2020 following worship.  

Items of business include: 

   - 2021 Budget 

  - Approval of the slate of officers and committee   

 nominations for 2021 

   - Endowment Fund Dispersals 

     - Plus, any other business that is raised from the floor. 

Please note:  Copies of the proposed budget, Officer and 
Committee Slate of nominees, Endowment Fund dispersals 
will be available at the back table to preview two weeks  
prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 

Sharing for Others!!! ! !! !  

ANNUAL BELL-RINGING  
Saturday, December 5  

 

This is our annual bell ringing for Salvation Army.  We will 
be indoors at Tractor Supply Company (TSC) Saturday, 
December 5 from 9 AM – 3 PM.   

As of now our schedule is full.  We are so thankful to 
support this important outreach.  Questions to Jill Lemon.   

 

 

CAROLING December 6 
Everyone could use some safe Christmas Cheer, 
so after the Annual Meeting on December 6th 
we will head out. Those to receive caroling will 
be contacted and make sure they are ok with 
having carolers come to a door or window. 
Carolers will also be delivering the cookie trays 

made by Jubilate. Of course, the nursing homes will miss out 
unfortunately, unless they could possibly do window visits.  
No pizza this year.  Dress warmly and bring your jingle bells!  

 

 

Christmas Greetings 
A table will again be set up to share   
Christmas greetings with members to pick 
up at the back table.   

Poinsettias  
Poinsettias are available for order to 
adorn the sanctuary this Christmas 
season.  Plants are from Northwestern 
FFA.  Sign-up sheet and envelopes are 

at the back table.     
- Cost is $10. for 6” pot (single stem)  
- Please make a notation if given in honor or memory 
   of someone.   
- Sign up at the back table or contact the church office 
   to order.   
- Place envelope with cash or check (written to St.  
  Peter, with notation: poinsettia) in offering plate.  

**Last Sunday to order:  December 13th   
 

Please take plants home following Christmas Eve service. 

 

Christmas Trays FOR OUR HOMEBOUND  
We are not asking for donations this year.   

 

  Holiday Cards  

    Holiday cards will be available at the card    
    rack.   Be sure to stop by. 

 
 

 

ADVENT DAILY DEVOTIONAL   

St. Peter’s daily devotional booklets will 
be available November 29th, the first   
Sunday in Advent.   

*New this year: Devotions will be emailed daily to Weekly 
E-Messenger recipients.  Please contact the church office to 
be added to receive the devotions if you do not already get 
the weekly announcements.  The booklet is available at the 
church.  Special thanks to those who shared uplifting      
messages we can look forward to all season long.   
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Thank you so much for your     
continued support of  Panda    
Preschool.  The donations from 
the Gracious Givers are truly    
appreciated!  Thank you for    
helping make this new school year 
successful. 
  

The Staff & Students of Panda 
         ⬧⬧⬧ 

Thank you so much for your continued support of 
Northwestern.  I so appreciate your donations of  
clothing for elementary students.  Many parents have 
also been so appreciative of the clothing being      
available for those emergencies.  They express their 
thanks for not having to leave work to bring dry    
clothing.  Thanks so much. 

Sharon Bowers 
Northwestern School Nurse 

⬧⬧⬧ 

Dear St. Peter Lutheran Church. 

Thank you so much for the college scholarship award.  
It is greatly appreciated.  This semester, college looks a 
little different for me; it is mostly online, but I am   
really enjoying it!  Thanks again for your support.  Your 
kindness does not go unnoticed. 
  
 

Claire Vaughan 
⬧⬧⬧ 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our 
church family for the beautiful mum plant and for all 
the support and expressions of sympathy in the     
passing of my beloved husband, Walt Rice. 
 

Many of you do not know that he was diagnosed with 
a very rare auto-immune disease called CIPD after he 
lost the use of his legs two years ago.  It ultimately 
took his life October 19, 2020.  However he was 
blessed with a wonderful long life of 91 years.  
 
 

All your love and support as well as my family has 
helped me through this sad time. 
 
 

Gratefully, 
Elly Rice 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE:   
Our Congregational Profile is still up and the search    
continues. There are currently 9 congregations in        
addition to St. Peter who are searching for a pastor in 
our synod, and 4 more are about to start looking. Pastor 
Karl applied for seminary graduates for our synod in the 
fall, but our synod was not assigned any. It turns out that 
there were approximately 120 fall seminary graduates 
with 350 congregations nationwide searching for semi-
nary graduates. It looks like our next chance for seminary 
graduates will be around May 2021. Pastor Karl is prepar-
ing for that, as well as continuing to watch for candidates 
who might appear before then.    

One thing we, as a congregation, could do during this 
time is pray for a candidate. We can actively pray for the 
right match; for someone to read our profile and be 
drawn to St. Peter.   

- Patty Gortner  

CALL COMMITTEE:  Rob Hastings, Joe Rice, Jim Yarwood, 
Nancy Keener, Elaine Koch, and Patty Gortner. 

  Church Directory  
Updates for 2021:   

Please check over your family’s listing(s) 
and submit changes.  Submissions due by 
January 24. 

Would you like to be ADDED to  St.  Peter‘s 
church directory?  Submit name(s), address, phone, email,  
birthdate, wedding date to the church office.   

 

 

  
 
 

 

The Christmas Program Video will be shown during   
service on December 13th.  There will be no Junior 
Church that day.  

Watch for upcoming events in the New Year.  

Connect with us!   
Youth Facebook Page:  Contact Angie Yarwood, 
Family Education Coordinator, Kristen Hudson or Patty 
Gortner, Youth and Education Committee Co-Chairs to 
be added to our private Facebook page.be  added to 

 YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PANDA PRESCHOOL 

MESSENGER  

                 

                                                                                                        

            NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 

What a beautiful time of year to be surrounded with 
children. ☺ 

In December we will be centering our activities 
around Christmas and Christ’s birth.  Our Christmas 
parties will be held on December 17 & 18.  Panda will 
be closed December 21 through January 3.  School 
will reconvene on January 4, 2021. 

In January we will learn how God provides for the animals, 
discuss snowmen and various other     
winter  activities.   

There will be no school January 18      
in observance of Martin Luther King. 

Merry Christmas!  May you and your 
family have a blessed holiday season! 

Miss Tara  
Panda Administrator   

 



Page 4  The Messenger, December, 2020--January 2021                                        

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS 

 

October 14 , 2020   7:00pm    Secretary’s Report  
 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church Parish Council 
Meeting October 14, 2020 7:00pm Secretary’s Report 
Church Council met October 14 with nine members      
present. Tyler Keener and Jillian Siedlecki were absent. 
Julie Nolletti shared devotions. President Roger Kamp 
opened the meeting.  
 
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved.  
 
Pastor Chris presented his report of various events and 
visitations. Council approved our current logo to be used 
on the next envelope order.  
 
Worship and Music committee met October 7 and        
discussed Advent and Christmas services.  The committee 
recommended to council to cancel Advent services and    
Christmas in the Barn service. They recommend two services 
on Christmas Eve. One service starting at 5:00 pm and one 
service starting at 7:00 pm. Mike Martin made a motion to 
have the two Christmas Eve services, Joni Hagans seconded, 
and the motion carried. The committee also recommended 
we resume singing in worship (with masks worn) and offer 
nursery care. Council approved this change also. We will    
resume these on Reformation Sunday, October 25.  A         
devotional booklet will be printed again this year. The    
deadline to submit writings is November 15.  
 
The annual congregational meeting will be December 6 
immediately following worship.  
 
Social and Outreach committee is supporting Habitat for 
Humanity for October. The committee will team up with 
Elaine Koch for this outreach.  
 
Julie Nolletti spoke on behalf of the Nominating           
Committee and has started seeking candidates to fill   
committees and council for next year. Committee chairs 
are asked to speak with their committee members and 
learn who is willing to serve another term and who is not.  
 
Council will suggest the Call Committee do a temple talk 
and update the congregation on the call process.  
 
The AED (automatic external defibrillator) gifted to us by 
Reedsburg Zion Lutheran Church has been tested and  
approved.  
 
Next meeting will be November 11 at 7pm. We adjourned 
by praying the Lord’s Prayer together.  
 
Joni Hagans  
Parish Council Secretary  

 
November 11, 2020   7:00pm  Secretary’s Report  
 
Church Council met November 11 with nine members 
present. Kristen Hudson and Jillian Siedlecki were absent. 
Rita Tegtmeier shared devotions. President Roger Kamp 
opened the meeting. 
 
The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s reports were approved. 
Pastor Chris presented his report of various events and 
visitations.  
 
The Nicholson family has moved out of the parsonage. 
Their deposit will be returned to them. 
 
Social and Outreach committee chair Sharon Martin re-
ported a donation to United Way/Salvation Army in the 
amount of $150 to provide a night of comfort and warmth 
to our homeless. St. Peter is ringing bells for Salvation 
Army on December 5 at Tractor Supply.  
 
Properties committee chair Mike Martin reported they 
have sealed the brick on the exterior of the church.  
 
The annual congregational meeting will be December 6 
immediately following worship. 
 
The Endowment committee gave council the list of recipi-
ents for the $4000 being disbursed. Rita made a motion 
to accept the list and present it to the congregation at our 
annual meeting. Tyler Keener seconded, and the motion 
carried. Rita distributed the 2021 proposed budget. Joni 
Hagans made a motion to accept the budget and present 
it to the congregation at our annual meeting. Jenn Crum 
seconded, and the motion carried. The Nominating com-
mittee did not have the slate of officers and committee 
members completed yet. 
 
Council agreed to require masks in the church building, 
including during worship.  
 
Next meeting will be December 9 at 7pm. There will be no 
council Christmas party. We adjourned by praying the 
Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
Joni Hagans 
Parish Council Secretary 

 

2020 Annual Report 
Forms will soon be sent to           
committee and group leaders.  
Please return to the church 
office  by January 17, 2021 for the 
Annual Report. 
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FINANCIAL CORNER 

WAYNE COUNTY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

ZION  

MEALS   

JANUARY 17, 2020: 
Our next ZION MEAL date when we    
supply and serve the meal at Zion, Wooster. 
 

Watch for any specifics for this meal date.  

STOP at St. Peter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
         

 

SCHEDULE DECEMBER—FEBRUARY.  
Stops are different times and dates   
due to changes made.  We are doing a  
4-week rotation instead of 3 to cover 
stops with limited staff. 
 

DATES:   12/10, 1/14, 2/11  
 
TIME:     1:45-2:45 PM 
 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER       9/30/2020 
        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

September Offerings    $8,996  

Year-to-Date Offerings   $93,301 

Projected Offerings    $105,768 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $75,450  

Checkbook Balance    $28,987  
        

Other Offerings Given This Month    

 

      

       

Contingency Fund (MIF)    $28,678  
        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)    $14,614 
       

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)   $25,486  
        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $104,976  

        

(Balance as of 12/31/19)   

           

 

     

FINANCIAL CORNER       10/31/2020 

        

Checking Account - For Current Expenses   

September Offerings    $8,996  

Year-to-Date Offerings   $93,301 

Projected Offerings    $105,768 

Total Expenses Year-to-Date   $75,450 

Checkbook Balance    $28,987 

        

Other Offerings Given This Month    

  Building Fund   $90 

       

NC/NW Re  

    

Memorial/Youth Min. Balance   $20,215  

        

Contingency Fund (MIF)   $28,678 

        

Building/Maint. Fund (MIF)   $14,614  

    

Scholarship Invest. (LPL Financial)  $25,486 

        

Endowment Fund (all accounts)  $104,976  

    (Balance as of 12/31/19)       

$20,215 

 

SEPTEMBER, 2020 
27  41  10 AM    
 
OCTOBER, 2020 
4   38  10 AM    

11  45  10 AM    
18  29  10 AM    
25  52 10 AM    
 
NOVEMBER, 2020 
1    57  10 AM    

8    70  10 AM    
15  22  10 AM    

Building Fund 

SEPTEMBER, 2019 
22  81   10 AM  (Correction) 

29  81   10 AM 
 

OCTOBER, 2019 
6    67   10 AM 

13  64  10 AM    

20  109 10 AM    

27 91   10 AM 
 

NOVEMBER, 2019 
3 105 
10  73 
17 90   10 AM 

2021 Bi-monthly Newsletter Schedule 
Submission and assembly dates   

—————————————————————————————————— 
Issue                  Submissions Due         Assembly  

 

February/March     January 17  January 22 

April/May      March 21   March 26  

June/July      May 16   May 21 

August/September    July 18    July 23 
October/November    September 19       September 24 

Dec, 2020/Jan 2021   Nov 14   Nov 19 
(**A week early for the Dec/Jan issue) 

 

Assembly is anytime after 2 pm the following Friday  

(or as assembly crew decides). 

 

$90  



Address Service Requested.

Mailed on or before 11/23/20 

 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9451 Ashland Road 
Wooster, OH  44691 

TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTER BY MAIL OR EMAIL,  

OR TO BE REMOVED from mailing:  

Call 330-264-1986; Email: office@stpeterelca.org  

 

ADDRESS 

 Panda Messenger — Page 
3 

Youth Events — Page 3 

Panda Preschool — Page 3
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

NEWSLETTER   
MAILING:  
 

Newsletter Contacts:  

The newsletter is 
mailed out to those 
who have shared an 
email address with the 
church.  Hard copies 
are mailed to those 
with no email address.  
A few copies are   
available at the church. 
 

If you prefer to 'opt 
out' of the newsletter 
email, or prefer a copy 
mailed to you, contact 
the church office.   
 

DID YOU KNOW… 

The newsletter is avail-
able on our website:  

stpeterelca.org.       
Click on  MEDIA, then 
NEWSLETTER in the 
drop-down menu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2020 

Services at 5:00 & 7:00 P.M.  

St. Peter will have two Christmas Eve services this year.   
Both will include Holy Communion and candle lighting. 

A Children’s Moment will be included at the 5 PM service.  
 

Sign-up recommended to assess overall group numbers.   
Sign-up at the back table; or contact the office indicating the service  

you may be attending (5 PM or 7 PM) on Christmas Eve. 
  

We hope you will join us as we celebrate God’s gift of himself for us! 

 

 


